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Introduction

In the mid 1980’s Burnie received national attention following a media article describing the Burnie as “Australia’s Dirtiest Town”.   This was followed by a song by Australian Band Midnight Oil that further highlighted Burnie’s dirty industrial status.  The image of polluted beaches from a paint pigmentation plant and smoke stacks spewing sulphur fumes was an incredibly powerful image of a town that didn’t care for its environment.

Since that time Burnie has moved on. The paint pigment factory has closed, and the remediation of the site has received national and international acclaim.  Part of the site is now ear-marked to become one of Australia’s first eco-residential developments.

The pulp mill, which had been a central feature of Burnie for half a century, has also closed, however the local community continues to be a hub of industrial and manufacturing activity, but now in a way that is friendly to the environment. The paper making history of Burnie is now captured in a creative manner through Creative Paper Tasmania.
These changes have not been without considerable cost to the community. The population of Burnie decreased by almost 5,000 people between 1996 and 2001 or by 22% of the total population.  However following the “reinvention” and rejuvenation of the City, the population has rebounded and increased by 2,000 between 2001 and 2006. 
The changes to the city and its environment have resulted in Burnie being Tasmania’s Tidiest Town 2000 and 2005 and being a National Tidy Town Finalist 2000 & 2005.

The City has embraced its industrial past, particularly its paper making heritage, however it now seeks to utilise the skills of its people in innovative ways, both at a manufacturing and at a creative level. Evidence of the city’s success is that the population of Burnie grew by 

This has resulted in a City that values its environment but is also authentic and genuinely reflects its heritage. It is now able to value aspects of its past and look forward to the future with confidence that it is now a sustainable community  - environmentally, culturally, socially and economically.

Community Action

The City of Burnie has undertaken numerous projects and programs aimed at beautification and presentation of the City and which reveal community pride in our City, our environment and our heritage.
These include:
CBD Upgrade

This has involved a five year program aimed at the complete 
refurbishment of the streetscapes within the Burnie Central Business 
District.


Introduction of Cruise Ships 


After much work by the City, Burnie has become the major Tasmanian 
destination for cruise shipping with 13 ships visiting Burnie in the 2007 
season and more than 20 bookings already for the following season.


Burnie has made the transition from ‘Australia’s Dirtiest Town’ to a 
place of desire for tourist and tourism operators alike both national and 
international.


Australian Paper Fishing Day 


Australian Paper and the community worked together to restore the 
foreshore following decades of heavy industrial activity.


Fish that haven’t been caught for over 50 years have now returned to 
Emu Bay.


Establishment of a new Jetty 


Community action to establish new jetty for one of their favourite past 
times, fishing.


Wildlife Interpretation Project 


This includes formal penguin tours hosted by volunteer guides as well 
as platypus interpretive elements at Fern Glade Reserve.

Numerous interpretation projects initiated throughout the City including 
artworks.

The focus is on creatures found in Burnie that have survived and even 
thrived despite the City’s industrial past.


Romaine Reserve


Old swamp now a large community recreation area full of walking 
tracks linking various suburbs, family areas and community education 
projects.


Greening Burnie completed most projects.

A picnic shelter was built by community representatives.

Burnie Police and Citizens Youth Club – Mural Project


Painting murals at the Burnie PCYC and Burnie Aquatic Centre has 
successfully addressed community crime prevention issues.


It has resulted in an almost nil re-offence rate in young people who 
have participated in the projects.


The mural was awarded the Guinness World Record for the Largest 
Indoor Mural (or continuous theme) at 727m2.


Burnie Skate Park 


Young people and community groups involved in service and support 
of young people are heavily involved in the relocation and redesign of 
the skate park.


The Skate Park was designed by a nationally recognised skatepark 
designer in consultation with local skaters. Work will be completed on 
the Skate Park in September 2007 in time for the Triple JJJ AWOL 
Concert that the Council was successful in attracting to the City.


Burnie Tennis Centre – International Tennis Centre


Voted Tennis Tasmania’s Event of the Year for the last three 
consecutive years this event is coordinated by volunteers and involves 
two level of government and many businesses.

Burnie Park 


Has a community group called Friends of Burnie Park that look after 
the Park in conjunction with Burnie City Council and its Care-taker.

Work has included a redeveloped wetlands area that is home to local 
wildlife.

Public Art Trail 


Designed as part of Tasmanian Living Artists Week the Public art trail 
incorporates numerous pieces of outdoor public art in Burnie.

The trail comes in the form of an interpretive tour brochure including a 
map.

“Meet the Makers” Brochure


In line with the city’s Tourism Development Plan and Interpretation 
Plan, the Brochure aims to make connections between the City’s 
industrial past and its creative future, show casing the many artists and 
tourism attractions based in Burnie.

Waterfront Master Plan


In 2005 Burnie City Council engaged the consultants responsible for 
the Geelong Waterfront Masterplan, to engage with the local 
community to develop its own Waterfront Precinct.


The Precinct Masterplan aims to connect the city to the sea, and create 
a space for visitors and the local community to enjoy the waterfront.  

Stage 1 of the Masterplan, being the redevelopment of the Burnie Surf 
Life Saving Club, has now been completed, with work on Stage 2 to 
commence in March 2008. 

Who’s DES Tonight? Designated Driver Program


Who DES tonight is a highly successful designated driver program that 
was established through a partnership between two levels of 
government, community groups, peak bodies, media, advocacy 
groups, hotels, clubs and sporting venues


The program was successful in halving breathalyser rates and slashing 
vandalism and assault rates.

It has the potential to be a national model for designated driving and 
has received numerous awards. It was also successful in attracting 
Recording Artists, Actors and Athletes (RADD) 
to Tasmania


It is a previous winner of a Tasmanian Tidy Towns Award


Burnie Signage Strategy

The Burnie Signage Strategy has been a creative and 
controversial attempt to highlight to visitors the industrial heritage 
and creative future of the city.


The Strategy includes large entry markers and smaller signage 
and interpretive elements to key visitor attractions around the 
city.

Heritage and Culture 

Creative Paper Tasmania 


Australia’s premier hand-made papermaking facility celebrates the 
papermaking history of Burnie


It is environmentally aware by using products such as beer, roo poo, 
hemp and jeans.

It was established through a partnership between Australian Paper and 
Burnie City Council and was initially managed by volunteers.

Council is working towards the development of an iconic tourism 
attraction. Whilst this work has been delayed after a massive fire 
towards the end of the development of the new tourism centre, the City 
is committed to seeing this major project to come to fruition.


BIGhART - Radio Holiday 


A major project that was part of Tasmania’s largest festival (10 Days 
on the Island) that saw partnerships between community organisations, 
businesses and all three levels of government

Addressing youth issues, the project linked young people to small 
communities and captured stories of shack life to preserve cultural 
history 

Art Deco Walking Trail


This is a project by members of the local community attempting to 
show case a number of buildings in the Burnie CBD from the Art Deco 
era. This era was significant in Burnie’s past as it was the Burnie 
moved form a small farming community to a major industrial town.

Pioneer Village Museum


Created by a local person with an interest in the city’s heritage, the 
Museum features a CBD streetscape showing older times in Burnie’s 
history. 

The Museum also houses a number of heritage collections 

Winter Collection 


Burnie Historical Society and Burnie City Council are restoring and 
cataloguing over 200,000 photos and negatives taken by the Winter 
family (owners of Winter’s Photographic for three generations)

It is a previous winner of a Tasmanian Tidy Towns Award


Burnie Shines 

A five-week celebration of community activities in Burnie, Burnie 
Shines has grown from 25 events in 2001 to well over 150 in 2005


A majority of events are organised by community groups with the 
assistance of the Burnie City Council.


Burnie Regional Art Gallery

The Burnie Regional Art Gallery contains a substantial collection of 
works on paper.

It is built to a national standard so that it can host national touring 
exhibitions.  
It has held numerous exhibitions including the Paper 
People Exhibition celebrating the history of papermaking in Burnie


Based around the paper theme, the Gallery now runs a bi-annual Print 
Makers Exhibition which has received national attention.

Burnie Youth Choir
The Burnie Youth Choir began in 2003 and consists of approximately 90 children from ages 9 to 25. The Choir is a Contemporary choir and focuses on songs that the kids want to sing.

The choir holds events and fundraisers for the kids to get themselves out there and have some fun (which happens to be their major priority). The choir has a motto “We Just Wanna Sing”. 

The choir recently travelled to Sydney to perform in the Australasian 
Choral Championships. The choir received an Honourable Mention in 
two sections and won the Show Choir section.
 
Whilst in Sydney the Choir also performed on Triple J Radio, at Darling 
Harbour, on the Sunrise program 
and at the Australian Institute of 
Music. 
Environmental Innovation 

Echo Remediation Project


This unique solution was based on innovative science and locally 
available materials such as potatoes, mushroom compost and native 
plants and drew on strong stakeholder partnerships. 


The result was the transformation of an acidic, heavy metal waste 
liability into clean water and a wetlands habitat supporting a rich 
diversity of native flora and fauna. 


Remediation of Old Silica Tip

This site was rehabilitated and returned to the original farmer. 


A local environmental consultancy firm coordinated the community 
consultation liaising with community and government. This project was 
conducted cost effectively by working with local government to secure 
most of the fill material from other nearby works being conducted at the 
same time. Leachate quality was suitable for discharge to the 
waterways.

Fernglade Reserve


Fernglade is a Council managed river side reserve located on the Emu 
River adjacent to Burnie's major industrial area.  

The area remains as a largely intact natural vegetated steep-walled 
valley, featuring tall coastal eucalypts, man fern stands, and deep 
reflective pools that are home to a population of platypus.  The reserve 
has been a popular local passive recreational area for more than a 
century, and offers an almost wilderness experience on the door-step 
of the city centre.  

Council has recently committed to a Management Plan to recognise 
the natural conservation values of the reserve, and to include a 
program of improvements and rehabilitation works that will seek to 
protect natural values while also allowing continued enjoyment as a 
recreation space.
Environmental Innovation – Water

Water Catchment Management Project


Burnie City Council has taken a lead in implementing an integrated 
approach to long-term protection for quality of Burnie's domestic water 
supply through improvements in catchment ecology and land 
management practices within the Pet and Guide River valleys. 


The Pet and Guide Rivers Catchment Management Plan has achieved 
practical implementation over several years with Council in close and 
cooperative partnership with local landowners, community interest 
groups and relevant agencies, and with funding assistance from the 
Natural Heritage Trust the National Landcare Project.


Outcomes include many kilometres of fencing to exclude stock from 
stream-sides, revegetation to restore natural habitat and filter systems; 
and tangible cost savings in drinking water treatment with on-going 
benefits for water quality and the health and productivity of agriculture.


The project has proven to be a win-win for everyone. It demonstrates 
that simple techniques and a willingness to re-examine established 
practices can yield continuing dividends for all. 


This Project was a finalist in the 2007 Banksia Awards



Litter Prevention

Litter Strategy


 The Litter Strategy is a key component of the Burnie Waste 
Management Strategy, adopted in 2006.


Recycling and litter actions include the installation of 30 waste/recycle 
bin pairs and 25 cigarette butt bins in the CBD, along the waterfront 
and in selected outer commercial areas over the past 3 years.  

For several years now Council has progressively installed gross 
pollutant traps on the main stormwater outfalls to Burnie’s beaches.  
The traps pick up the residual cigarette butts, a full range of litter and 
beverage containers.
Resource Recovery


Waste Management – Recycling Strategy


The Burnie Waste Management Strategy, adopted in 2006 is a multi 
action 
plan to reduce waste to landfill by delivering improved resource 
recovery, increased recycling participation, improvements to waste 
management at events, community education and to provide new 
facilities to manage litter and recycling in the principal commercial 
areas of the city.


Supplementing the physical litter and recycling initiatives has included 
a contact plan with local primary school students to evaluate school 
recycling systems, facilitate implementation plans for improved storage 
and collection systems and offer school tours of the Burnie Waste 
Management Centre.  Council hosted 8 tours to the waste centre in 
2006/07 and promoted the types of products suitable for recycling 
including household waste separation methods. It distributed the 5 
directions of your waste flyer and Burnie’s own Reduce-Reuse-
Recycle in Burnie stickers.  The September community newsletter will 
distribute 9000 reduce-reuse-recycle in Burnie fridge magnets to 
assist with community education actions.


The strategy is resulting in a much tidier commercial centre, has 
engendered a waste-recyclables separation ethos within the 
community and delivered a significant reduction in waste to landfill.  


Burnie is now working with the Cradle Coast region to implement 
changes in the kerbside recycling collection system from small crates 
to co-mingled collections from wheelie bins.  This initiative targets 
trebling the volume of recyclables collected and gain 1 to 2 years extra 
life for the landfill through to 2020. 


The results of the combined strategy actions have resulted in a 25% 
reduction in waste to landfill for 2006/07 compared to the previous 12 
month period. Other initiatives contributing to the waste reduction gains 
have come from establishing separate non-landfill stockpiles to recycle 
and reuse waste concrete, scrap steel and timber. The diligent and 
tireless work of Council’s waste management team at the centre to 
educate customers to divert non-landfill waste is a significant factor.

Community Partnership 


Burnie Surf Life Saving Club


The Burnie Surf Life Saving Club was a great example of the many 
successful partnerships between the local Council and community 
groups occurring in the City.


In this instance Council worked with the Club to access $1.5 million in 
government funding towards the complete refurbishment of the Club’s 
tired facilities.  In return the Club agreed to allow Council to build two 
restaurants and a Function Room as part of the redevelopment, 
thereby enhancing the building and creating much greater usage of the 
building by the public.


This development received a commendation from the Royal Institute of 
Architects in 2007. 
Protection of the Environment 

Upper Natone Reserve

The Upper Natone Reserve is a former forestry coupe and wetland 
that has been transformed into a reserve that highlights old logging 
practices as well as the flora and fauna in the area.


The reserve is managed by community volunteers and is support by 
Council.

Cooee to Camdale Coast Care


The Coast Care group has worked for many years to assist in the 
rehabilitation of coastal areas including weed management, dune 
preservation and the enhancement of penguin and other coastal 
wildlife habitats.

Friends of Burnie Penguins


A sub-group of the local Penguin Monitoring Group involved in 
preserving and enhancing penguin habitat and ensuring proper 
management of local penguin colonies.


The group has developed environmentally aware penguin viewing 
practices to minimise habitat disruption and building Penguin hutches 
and protection fencing.
Young Legends 

Cooee Primary School – Cooee Beach Project


Cooee to Camdale Coastcare (with support from Burnie City Council 
and Parks and Wildlife) is active in the rehabilitation of dunes, wildlife 
and flora habitats following previous industrial activity


A partnership developed with Cooee Primary School to teach young 
people about environmental issues with the program successful in 
creating young leaders and improved student output at the school.
Dame Phyllis Frost Award

Lexie Paul


Lexie is a local legend, and has been the driving force in the Cooee to 
Camdale Coast Care group and the Friends of Burnie Penguins.


Lexie has successfully passed on her passion for the local environment 
to the Burnie community through the involvement of many individuals in 
environmental projects.


Contributing many hours in a voluntary capacity, and working at a 
grass roots level, Lexie is a great example of what can be achieved by 
ordinary people who truly care about their environment and who are 
prepared to get their hands dirty and persevere in the protection of our 
environment. 
