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whitehaven beach – set to take the australian title?
Whitehaven Beach is set to take on the country’s most beautiful beaches in an effort to secure the celebrated title of Australia’s Cleanest Beach!
The competition continues on from the state awards where Whitehaven was named Queensland’s Cleanest Beach at the Keep Australia Beautiful 2008 Clean Beach Challenge at Parliament House 
in December 2008.

The competition, which started in October 2008, has seen the joint efforts of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Tourism Whitsundays and Whitsunday Regional Council pay off, with Whitehaven now moving on to the competition’s national level.

The hard work and dedication of the Environmental Protection Agency is the reason that this spectacular stretch of beach is a world famous icon. Their representatives work tirelessly with boat operators and volunteers to protect the area and educate visitors and locals alike.  

EPA Regional Manager Damien Head said that Whitehaven Beach’s protection is not in isolation, but rather a collaborative effort to reduce the impact and manage waste throughout the region.
“It is great to see the hard work and ongoing commitment from the EPA, local commercial tour operators and the Whitsunday community to protect our local islands and beaches,” he said.
“The EPA looks forward to furthering its protection and presentation of the site with new facilities including contained waste management, new camping and day-use areas and attractive visitor information planned for 2009.”
Judging will take place on Wednesday 1 April with Coastal Watch Business Development Manager Chris Tola, from North Sydney, the lucky man to evaluate our beach. Mr Tola will travel to Whitsunday Island, with representatives from the EPA and Tourism Whitsundays, on a helicopter with the support of local business Aviation Adventures.
Whitehaven Beach will take on the following finalists in the 2009 Australian Clean Beach Challenge:

NT: To be announced

WA: To be announced on March 31

SA: Loxton on the River Murray

TAS: Mersey Bluff Beach, Devonport

VIC: Capel Sound Foreshores

ACT: N/A
NSW: North Steyne Beach

Whitsunday Regional Council would like to thank their staff and councillors involved in the challenge; Tourism Whitsundays; the local school and community groups; and a special thank you to the EPA for their work on the awards submission. Hopefully we will be holding another trophy in a month’s time!
Ends

For media enquiries, contact:

Lisa Reynolds, Communications Officer
( 07 4945 0204, 0408 713 243 or Email: lisa.reynolds@whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au
�Note to WRC — Which PH? Brisbane or Canberra?
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