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2 June 2009
MEDIA RELEASE

BALNARRING BEACH WINS VICTORIAS CLEAN BEACHES AWARDS.
Keep Australia Beautiful Victoria (KABV) today announced that Balnarring Beach has won the KABV Overall Clean Beaches Award for 2009, held at Melbourne’s RACV Club last night.
A finalist in the Beach Spirit Award, the Pam Keating Environmental Innovation Award and the Protection of the Environment Awards, Balnarring Beach Foreshore Parks & Reserves Committee of Management went on to win the Young Leaders Award and the Overall Sustainable City Award for overall outstanding achievement.
“Balnarring Beach Foreshore Parks & Reserves Committee of Management has demonstrated community pride, spirit and dedication their efforts to protect and enhance Balnarring Beach for future generations.  We congratulate them on winning the 2009 Clean Beaches Awards.” said KABV Chairman, Max Spedding.
With Victoria boasting some of the most beautiful beaches in Australia, its no wonder there were many outstanding and worthy entrants this year.
Waratah Beach, Stingray Bay Beach, Whitecliffs to Cameron Bight Foreshores, Lorne Foreshore and Beach, Geelong’s Eastern Beach and Corangamite Catchment Management Authority’s Estuary Watch all won individual category awards, with special commendations going to Dromana Foreshore and Ocean Grove Beach.
But it was Balnarring Beach who took the crown and will now go on to represent Victoria in the National Australian Clean Beaches Awards next year.

Special guest, the Hon. Gavin Jennings, Minister for Environment and Climate Change and Minister for Innovation, attended and addressed the 250 guests, which included Anita Roper - CEO for Sustainability Victoria and SV representatives, KABV Board Members, Local Government representatives, Industry Sponsors, and the stars of the show, the Community Groups themselves.
And in celebration of its 40 year history, KABV treated its guests to a retrospective photographic exhibition in the foyer. An insightful, thought-provoking and often amusing look back over four decades of outstanding environmental action and social change in Victoria.  
Gayle Seddon, Acting CEO of KABV said it was a fabulous evening of celebration.  

“The awards were an evening of recognition as we celebrated the many stories of achievement, inspiration and dedication often from small community groups with big hearts, making big changes in their communities and putting the word ‘sustainability’ into practice.”
ABOUT THE AWARDS:

The Clean Beaches Awards provide an opportunity to recognise, support and celebrate the very best of Victoria’s beaches, whether they are bay, coastal or even along an inland river.

“The Clean Beaches Awards not only acknowledges the voluntary efforts of individuals involved, it also provides an avenue for increased community pride, tourism and ongoing public awareness of the sustainable use of our 2000 kilometres of coastline.” commented Gayle Seddon, Acting CEO of KABV.

“There is much more to the awards than just a clean beach, we look for visitor friendliness, youth activities, resource conservation and waste management, innovation, litter prevention, local government leadership, fauna and flora protection and community spirit,” Seddon said.

The Victorian Clean Beaches Awards are supported by the Principal Sponsor, Thiess Services.
Gayle Seddon – Acting CEO Keep Australia Beautiful Victoria:

Ph 03 9484 2399 or Mobile 0438 145 010.

For more information on the Sustainable Cities and Clean Beaches Awards please contact Joanna Meyer – Admin & Awards Coordinator on 9484 2399 or jmeyer@kabv.org.au
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