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COMMUNITY ACTION/ PARTNERSHIPS

TAMWORTH, Australia’s Country Music capital, continues its dedication and consistent commitment to the Tidy Towns program. 

TAMWORTH is an important commercial centre servicing a large population of north western NSW.  The city is well served by an active and passionate community and Regional Council who collectively take immense pride in their natural and built environment.

TAMWORTH’s Regional Tidy Towns Committee works in partnerships with Council, the community, local businesses and industry to achieve a healthy and sustainable environment for residents and visitors. 

The high participation rate of numerous groups in improvement programs and activities is impressive. From service clubs to community groups to individuals caring for and maintaining their special part of TAMWORTH.
TAMWORTH’s Regional Tidy Towns Committee is a well established group which besides initiating their own projects, plays a coordinating role for numerous other voluntary groups within the community. 

TAMWORTH Regional Council leads by example and encourages the community to ensure that homes and private gardens are well maintained. It also ensures that approaches to the city, including signs, public parks, gardens and sporting areas, footpaths, verges and median strips are well looked after. 
Partnerships between Council, service clubs, environmental and community groups are outstanding and ensure a sustainable future for residents and the many thousands of visitors who descend upon TAMWORTH each year.
AELEC, the Australian Equine & Livestock Events Centre is one such example. The state of the art livestock events complex resulted from partnerships between local, state and federal governments, business, industry and the residents of TAMWORTH and adjacent regions. The centre is an investment in the region’s sustainable livestock future.

Sixteen volunteer groups participate in; look after sections of community assets including ‘Adopt-a-Road, Adopt-a-Park, or Adopt-a-Path’ programs. TAMWORTH is also providing assistance to Moree Plains Shire Council to set up similar ‘Adopt-a’ programs. Over 40 Section 355 Committees assist the TAMWORTH Regional Council with the operation of community facilities.
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION & INNOVATION

TAMWORTH Regional Council is proactive in encouraging and the promotion of environmental conservation and is involved in many projects throughout the community.  Council also encourages the high level of significant volunteer support, with the engagement of numerous volunteers and community groups.

Environmental innovation and sustainability are key elements of resident’s commitment to their local environment. Numerous environmental action groups work in strategic alliances to derive positive environmental outcomes. 

Notable examples include the TAMWORTH Urban Landcare Group projects, Green Corps programs, ‘Care for Country’ projects, Friends of TAMWORTH Botanic Garden’s threatened species project, the Australian Plant Society’s publication on plants endemic to the region, and the TAMWORTH Bush Walking Club which monitors walking trails and general condition of natural areas on behalf of the community.

RESOURCE RECOVERY/LITTER & WASTE MANAGEMENT

Resource recovery initiatives are a feature of TAMWORTH’s commitment to effective waste management. A broad range of waste minimisation initiatives are in place and accepted by the community with result being an overall reduction of waste to landfill. 

TAMWORTH’s waste management strategy aims at sustainable practices in waste reuse, avoidance and resource recovery. The development of the city’s landfill and recycling facilities enables the community to be involved in the separation of a broad range of waste materials. 

The depot operators also encourage the recycling of a broad array of materials including computers, furniture, toys, etc which are then resold through ‘Yacannabuybetta,’ an effective recycling facility. Community education campaigns also complement and support the approach to sort materials prior to landfill disposal.
To encourage further resource recovery initiatives, public recycling facilities are also strategically positioned within the community to assist with reducing waste to landfill. 

TAMWORTH Regional Council is a member of the Northern Inland Regional Waste Group (NIRW) which represents 13 member councils across the North West & New England regions. Council’s Waste Services Manager is Executive Officer of group. NIRW facilitates waste management activities across member council areas achieving resource efficiencies and reduced costs to Council and the wider community.

Over 110 bins are located within the CBD area and generally positioned every 5 – 10m. Every bin also has a separate butt disposal facility. Bins are also placed in the vicinity of various takeaway food stores throughout the city. Over 380 bins are located within parks and/or on-street locations to reduce and manage the incidence of litter in the community. 

Clean Up Australia Day continues to be a highlight to encourage TAMWORTH’s residents to participate in helping to keep the community free of litter. Extensive voluntary involvement ensures a strong partnership continues between the community and the Regional Council. 

The city’s ‘Don’t Waste TAMWORTH’ litter and waste reduction education campaign ambassador is Troy Cassar-Daley, one of Australia’s finest Country Music stars. The program is particularly active during the Country Music Festival where the city is inundated by thousands of visitors.

TAMWORTH Regional Council has a dedicated Waste Education Officer available to residents, schools and businesses to provide education, facilitate landfill tours for school and community groups, local government tours as well as addressing classes for information on recycling and alternative waste disposal options.

WATER & ENERGY CONSERVATION

TAMWORTH Regional Council recognises the threat of climate change and the importance of reducing its greenhouse gas emissions. Achieving Milestones in the Cities for Climate Protection program has required council to identify the current level of emissions from its own operations and the community, set targets to reduce these emissions and develop and implement action plans to meet these targets.

Council’s annual State of the Environment Report monitors improvement to the environment and identifies strategies for the sustainable management of issues associated with conserving water, climate change, biodiversity, renewable energy use, waste minimisation, cultural heritage and general environmental management.
TAMWORTH’s innovative ‘Ban the Bulb’ program saw the city be the first in the nation to install energy efficient lighting in almost every home. The purpose of the project was to remove all incandescent light globes and replace them with free energy efficient Compact Fluorescent Lights (CFL’s) in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Council is committed to preparing Energy Savings Action Plans. The program is part of a state government initiative to reduce energy consumption in the city’s top 10 energy use sites. Further sites have been audited and initiatives implemented to further reduce energy use.
The community is aware of the need for effective water conservation and have accepted permanent water restrictions even during non-drought years to actively manage water resources rather than react to severe conditions. 

Numerous householders have taken advantage of a rebate to install rainwater tanks. Recycling and reuse of water from showers, kitchens and washing machines is now routine practice within the community. Many community groups have also taken advantage of the Federal Government’s Community Water Grants program to ensure sustainable water use in community facilities.
Local industries have responded to water conservation approaches by implementing a reduced water use program. As a result, the city’s two largest industries, Cargill Meat Processing Ltd and Penford Australia Ltd have reduced their water usage by up to 40%.

HERITAGE & CULTURE

Maintaining TAMWORTH’s proud heritage is important to residents. Heritage restoration is a major priority with many fine examples of the preservation of cultural and historic features. 

Council provides an annual Heritage Assistance Fund which assists owners of historically significant properties throughout the community. The initiative has resulted in over $700 000 worth of historic improvement projects in the past 10 years.

Notable example includes the TAMWORTH Powerstation Museum, a site of national and international significance due to the city being the first in the nation to install street lighting. The Museum, staffed by an extensive group of volunteers, is home to a priceless collection of artefacts, information and memorabilia celebrating the development of electricity in Australia. 

The significant TAMWORTH Waler Memorial, situated in Bicentennial Park, was funded and 

established by volunteers in partnership with Council and the RSL. The memorial is a respectful remembrance of the Australian Light Horse Trooper’s proud heritage.

TAMWORTH’s local Aboriginal Land Council preserves and interprets culture and heritage of the region. The ‘Care for Country’ project at the Botanic Garden preserves indigenous artefacts within a culturally significant site. 

Council and the YINARR Health and Wellbeing Corporation coordinate the annual NAIDOC Family Day with schools, community organisations, families and individuals celebrating the history, culture and achievements of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community.
TAMWORTH’s Country Music Foundation protects the city’s unique Country Music heritage. Examples include ‘Walk a Country Mile’, an interactive tourist attraction of historical significance, the ‘Roll of Renown’ which recognises contributions to the Country Music industry and a collection of Busts of Country Music artists which celebrate the founders of Country Music.

YOUNG LEGENDS/ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Environmental education programs are a key element within TAMWORTH’s education system. In particular, William Cowper Primary School is a major participant with students, teachers and parents being great contributors to environmental improvement activities. 

Highlights include recycling and resource recovery initiatives in place, worm farms initiated, composting, vegetable gardens established together with aquaculture programs in place. Students are also involved in numerous beautification and planting projects within the school grounds as well as in the local community with students benefiting from innovative ways to learn about protecting the environment.

TAMWORTH’s overall education network has an ongoing commitment to environmental care as well as visual improvement programs. From paper recycling programs to litter reduction approaches and planting programs, the city’s students continue to learn about ways to reduce their impact on the local environment for a sustainable future.
SUGGESTIONS
If not already in place, TAMWORTH’s great achievement as being New South Wales’ Tidiest Town for 2009 could be promoted on Council letterheads, envelopes, etc. Local businesses and tourism operators could also be encouraged to market the city’s great achievement. 

TAMWORTH’s Regional Tidy Towns Committee is an active coordinator of numerous projects around the city. If not already in place, perhaps projects initiated by the committee could be promoted through the use of an engraved plaque or sign. This may assist in encouraging further community support of the program.

Entry statements are an ideal way to attract new visitors to a community. TAMWORTH has a proud and rich heritage. Well-designed entry statements may assist in interpreting that heritage and provide another way to share TAMWORTH’s wonderful attractions. 

Congratulations to everyone involved in the TAMWORTH’s Tidy Towns program and associated community action projects. 

Good luck with future initiatives in helping to keep your part of Australia beautiful and sustainable.

Dick Olesinski

National Tidy Towns judge

