
QUEENSLAND 

NOMINEE Ipswich 

POPULATION 140,000 

LOCATION 31km South West of Brisbane 

 

CATEGORY HIGHLIGHTS 

Community 
Action & 
Partnerships 

�  Indigenous: Council entered into an Indigenous Australian Accord 
with local Indigenous communities to contribute to cultural, social 
and economic outcomes for local Indigenous people. 

�  Conservation: Bremer River management partnership with SEQ 
Healthy Waterways, SEQ Catchments, AgForce, and Dairy Farmers 

�  EnviroPlan project supports environmental conservation projects in 
the LGA in partnership with landholders, nurseries, community 
groups and individual volunteers. 

�  Community: Council grant funding program for local groups 
undertaking community and cultural development activities. 

�  Research:  Council and UQ Ipswich collaborate on a number of 
projects including “Tourism Impacts and Sustainability”   

 

Dame Phyllis 
Frost Litter 
Prevention 

�  “What A Waste” school education program delivered by local waste 
collection service provider 

�  Public place recycling bins program 

�  Bi-annual city wide litter audits 

�  Internal trial of biodegradable bags with Council logo 

 

Resource 

Recovery & 
Waste 
Management 

�  Kerbside recycling collection service and supporting community 

education activities 

 

Environmental 
Innovation & 
Protection 

�  4 year Nature Conservation Strategy adopted in 2008 

�  Land acquisition program to protect high conservation value land 
holdings 

�  Environment Education Centre opened in 2009.  Dedicated 
community resource interpreting sustainability in the local context 
and provides education and advice on local programs and actions for 
community members 

�  Ipswich Nature Centre, located in Queens Park, houses a range of 
native flora and fauna.  Access is free to visitors and provides 
education on environmental issues to visitors. 

�  Comprehensive program of awareness raising (newsletters), skills 



building (workshops), and education (booklets & factsheets) on local 
environmental issues 

�  In 2008 Council was awarded a UN World Environment Day Award 
in recognition of excellence in environmental management 

�  River Heart redevelopment creating community public space and 
interpretation of natural and cultural heritage 

 

Water 
Conservation 

�  Part of QLD Government’s SEQ Recycled Water Strategy 

�  Numerous Council water conservation activities including: public 
programs; irrigation system upgrades; recycled water use at 
Springfield Shopping Centre; Council rebates for household water 
saving devices; and using non-potable water for use in Council 
gardens and streetscapes. 

 

Energy 
Innovation 

�  Cities for Climate Protection signatory since 2000 with a target of 
20% emissions reduction by 2020 

�  Development projects are required to adopt green features including 
reductions in energy and water usage – Orion Springfield Town 
Centre is a 6 star GreenStar rated centre producing 5,000 fewer 
tonnes of C)2 pa compared with similar sized shopping centres 

 

Heritage & 
Culture 

�  ‘Picture Ipswich’ project between Council and Ipswich Library 
Service to create an on-line collection of historical images of Ipswich 
to give a unique insight to local history 

�  Heritage Week celebrations and activities and the Ipswich Heritage 
Fair. 

�  Other supporting Council activities and services include: Cultural 
Heritage Plan; heritage advisory service, heritage information kit for 
home owners, annual awards program, heritage trails, Heritage 
Consultative Committee  

 

Young Legends �  NOT ASSESSED 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Category Award Winner:  Environmental Innovation & Protection 
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Environmental Innovation & 
Protection 

Based on the judge’s assessment the 
recommended winner of the Environmental 
Innovation & Protection Award is:

 Ipswich QUEENSLAND 
 
The City of Ipswich’s approach to 
environmental management is comprehensive and effective.  Their approach combines 

planning, community engagement, education, and on-ground action.  Of particular note are: 
�  Council’s Land Acquisition Program through which high conservation value land 

holdings are purchased and managed for preservation 

�  The recently opened Environment Education Centre which provides a dedicated 
community resource that interprets sustainability in the local context and provides 

education and advice on local programs and actions for community members 

�  The centrally located Ipswich Nature Centre that houses a range of native local flora and 
fauna and provides education on environmental issues to visitors 

�  A comprehensive program of awareness raising (newsletters), skills building 
(workshops), and education (booklets & factsheets) on local environmental issues 

�  The River Heart redevelopment that created a beautiful community public space and also 

provides interpretation of local natural and cultural heritage 

�  Council being awarded a UN World Environment Day Award in recognition of 
excellence in environmental management in 2008 

 


