
NEW SOUTH WALES 

NOMINEE Canada Bay 

POPULATION 61,500 

LOCATION 10km West of Sydney 

 

CATEGORY HIGHLIGHTS 

Community 
Action & 
Partnerships 

�  Kokoda Track living memorial and education centre is partnership 
between the Council, the Memorial Foundation, Concord Hospital 
and Rotary.  This living memorial provides education, reflection, and 
focus for the community on the sacrifices made by Australians in 
WWII. 

�  Sustainable City Committee established in 2002 

�  Council 20 year strategy for the LGA, FuturesPlan20, was developed 
in consultation with all stakeholders in the community. 

�  Ferragosto community festival is collaboration between local traders 
and local community groups that celebrates the LGA’s Italian links. 

�  Kendall Playground – community driven Let’s Play strategy with 
council, corporate, community partnership 

�  Green Business program funded via Sustainability Levy – 25 training 
events (750 local people) for local business 

Dame Phyllis 
Frost Litter 
Prevention 

�  Council developed and delivered education program, kNOw waste, 
for local schools.  To date the program has been delivered to 2,800 
students.   

�  In 2008 the Council produced Multi Unit Dwelling (MUD) waste 
management guides for use in high density developments in the 
LGA.   

�  Council delivered two ‘waste workshops’ for Culturally and 
Linguistically Diverse (CALD) citizens in the community.  The 

workshops educated and encourage participation in local waste and 
recycling programs. 

�  Food Waste collection trial 

Resource 
Recovery & 
Waste 
Management 

�  kNOw waste community education program 

�  In 2008 Council conducted a 12 week Food Recycling and 
Processing Trial.  The trial included 1000 participating properties, 
including 150 multi-unit dwellings.  The purpose of the trial was to 
see how best to captured food organics from household waste 

streams, how to process the collected material, and to give an 
indication of the financial viability of separating food organics on an 
on-going basis.  The output of the trial is informing future waste 
management strategy in the LGA. 

�  Council has in place a Fridge buy-back program to ensure recycling 



of white goods 

�  Regular Organics kerbside collection service is provided by the 
Council 

�  Community awareness street banners promoting residents to reduce, 
re-use and recycle. 

Environmental 
Innovation & 
Protection 

�  Sustainability awards – 14 award categories (individual, community, 
business) – are conducted annually to recognise and celebrate 
examples of excellence in the community 

�  Catchment to Cove project – encouraged awareness of biodiversity 
and catchment health in the community 

�  5 x Bushcare sites in the LGA 

Water 
Conservation 

�  Water Savings Action Plan developed with 40% potable water use 
reduction target 

�  Sports field rating system and Smart irrigation & Lighting project 
saving 15% to 20%  energy and water use at 17 sports fields 

�  Cintra Hockey park water recycling system has recycled 6.5million 
litres of water over the past 18 months 

�  Powell Creek Reserve Stormwater Harvesting project saving 2.0 

million litres pa 

�  Concord oval rainwater reuse saving 2.0 million litres pa 

�  Sydney Water Sustainable Business project works with businesses to 
reduce their environmental footprint 

Energy 
Innovation 

�  Concord library energy reduction features: carbon neutral carpet, 
natural ventilation incorporated into the air conditioning system 
allows nigh purges and airflow reversal, solar panels to pre-heat 
water, T5 lamps, swipe card activated lighting, movement detector 
activated lighting in service areas, and water efficient toilets. 

�  Solar lighting in parks and solar panels used in BBQ shelter area in 
Kokoda Memorial site 

�  Solar energy harnessed at Concord Library to pre-heat hot water 

�  Walk/Shop/Wheel program distributed 834 wheelie bags in return for 
community members to commit to reducing VKT’s by walking to 

local shops.  Further supported by 56 bike racks installed at local 
shopping areas. 

�  Council prepared Energy Saving Action Plan 

�  Lighting management system at sportsfields 

�  MOU with DECC signed to support local business energy audits and 

50% rebates for retrofitting 

�  Green Homes directory of local service providers distributed through 
rates notices  



�  Powermates available through local libraries for householders to 
measure energy consumption of home appliances 

Heritage & 
Culture 

�  Local Council Heritage Assistance program providing funds to 
undertake local projects 

�  Local Heritage Awards program launched in 2008 

�  Council has over 500 heritage listed properties and 24 Conservation 
Areas in the LGA 

�  Audio walking tours can be downloaded from Council website 

Young Legends �  Kokoda Memorial schools garden 

�  Bushcare works in partnership with Concord High School 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Category Award Winner:  Dame Phyllis Frost Litter Prevention 
Category Award Winner:  Water Conservation 
Category Award Winner:  Energy Innovation 
OVERALL KAB SC NATIONAL AWARD WINNER  
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‘Dame Phyllis Frost’ Litter Prevention 

Based on the judge’s assessment the recommended winner of the ‘Dame Phyllis Frost’ Litter 
Prevention Award is: Canada Bay NEW SOUTH WALES  
 
The City of Canada Bay has an impressive and comprehensive approach to managing litter 
and waste in the Shire.  In particular the following projects were noted for their effectiveness 
and innovation: 
�  Council developed and delivered an education program, kNOw waste, for local schools.  

To date the program has been delivered to 2,800 students.   

�  In 2008 the Council produced Multi Unit Dwelling (MUD) waste management guides for 
use in high density developments in the LGA.   

�  Council delivered two ‘waste workshops’ for Culturally and Linguistically Diverse 
(CALD) citizens in the community.  The workshops educated and encourage 
participation in local waste and recycling programs. 

�  In 2008 Council conducted a 12 week Food Recycling and Processing Trial.  The trial 
included 1000 participating properties, including 150 multi-unit dwellings.  The outputs 
of the trial are informing current waste management planning. 

 
 

Water Conservation 

Based on the judge’s assessment the recommended winner of the Water Conservation Award  
is: Canada Bay NEW SOUTH WALES 
 
The City of Canada Bay has a proactive and innovative approach to managing water 
resources in the area.  Hallmarks of the approach include: 
�  Council’s Water Savings Action Plan developed with 40% potable water use reduction 

target 

�  Sports field rating system and Smart irrigation & Lighting project saving 15% to 20%  
water use at 17 local sports fields 

�  Cintra Hockey park water recycling system has recycled 6.5million litres of water over 
the past 18 months 

�  Powell Creek Reserve Stormwater Harvesting project saving 2.0 million litres pa 

�  Concord oval rainwater reuse saving 2.0 million litres pa 

 
 

Energy Innovation 

Based on the judge’s assessment the recommended winner of the Energy Innovation Award  
is: Canada Bay NEW SOUTH WALES 
 



The City of Canada Bay has in place an impressive array of programs, technology and 
infrastructure that delivers carbon emissions reductions through lower energy useage.  
Examples include: 
�  Concord library energy reduction feature such as: carbon neutral carpet, natural 

ventilation incorporated into the air conditioning system allows nigh purges and airflow 

reversal, solar panels to pre-heat water, T5 lamps, swipe card activated lighting, 
movement detector activated lighting in service areas, and water efficient toilets. 

�  Solar lighting in parks and solar panels used in BBQ shelter area in Kokoda Memorial 
site 

�  Solar energy harnessed at Concord Library to pre-heat hot water 

�  Walk/Shop/Wheel program distributed 834 wheelie bags in return for community 
members to commit to reducing VKT’s by walking to local shops.  Further supported by 
56 bike racks installed at local shopping areas. 

�  Lighting management system at sportsfields 15% to 20%  energy use at 17 local sports 
fields 

�  Providing “Powermates” through local libraries to enable householders to measure 
energy consumption of home appliances 

 

 

NATIONAL AWARD RECOMMENDATION 1 

Based on the judge’s assessment the recommended national winner of the Keep Australia 
Beautiful Sustainable Cities Awards is: Canada Bay NEW SOUTH WALES 
 
Based on the judges scoring, the National Award was closely contested between four award 
nominees who were separated by a total of only ten points when scores across all award 
categories were calculated.  Notwithstanding this, the City of Canada Bay emerged as the 
National Award winner. 
 
Underpinning the awarding of National Winner of the Keep Australia Beautiful Sustainable 
Cities Award to the City of Canada Bay are a number of factors.  The National Award 

recognises the City of Canada Bay’s comprehensive approach to creating a more 
sustainable city through the combination of a strong vision, holistic and inclusive planning, 

effective on-ground actions, and demonstrated impact and results. 
 
Key Features of the Council’s approach include: 
�  The Council’s proactive, collaborative and consultative approach to addressing 

sustainability challenges and opportunities in the community 

�  The Council’s performance in winning three national category awards in the Keep 
Australia Beautiful Sustainable Cities Awards. These being: 

o Dame Phyllis Frost Litter Prevention award 

                                                      
1 The judging score tables for the National Award is provided in Attachment Two 



o Water Conservation award 

o Energy Innovation award  

�  The Council’s Sustainable City Program based on Local Agenda 21 principles and 
including:  

o A clear vision – ‘to create a City that is innovative, dynamic and sustainable, through 
active partnership with the community and the environment’  

o Addressing global challenges through local actions as outlined in FuturesPlan20 
which is ‘a 20 year vision that has been developed to ensure the City and its people 
can respond in a positive and constructive way to the challenges ahead’. 

o Dedicated funding support for the Sustainable Cities Program through rate payer 
contributions via the Sustainable City Levy  

o Local Sustainability Awards program recognising ‘exemplary businesses, community 
groups and individuals who have achieved economic, social or environmental 
progress in the City’ 

�  The City of Canada Bay being the first Council in NSW to complete all five milestones 
in ICLEI’s Cities for Climate Protection program and building on this achievement 
through further Cities for Climate Protection Plus activities 

�  The Council’s comprehensive planning and reporting frameworks (including State of the 
Environment reporting) that evaluate and demonstrate the impacts of sustainability 
related Council programs and projects in the community  

�  The leadership of the Council, both politically and operationally, and the professionalism 

and passion of Council staff driven by the Council’s Sustainability Committee. 

 

 
 


