Australian Tidy Towns 2009 Program Report

Community: 
STANSBURY SA
           Date judged: 15 & 16 December 2008
Population: 
approx 500
Organising Group/s: 
STANSBURY Tidy Towns Group (TTG) & STANSBURY Primary School in partnership with the District Council of Yorke Peninsula (DC YP)
Contacts:  
Anne Russell (TTG) 

Phone: 08 8852 4577  


Email: tourism@stansburysa.com


Steve Goldsworthy (DC YP) 
Phone: 08 8832 0000

Email: stephen.goldsworthy@yorke.sa.gov.au


COMMUNITY ACTION/ PARTNERSHIPS

STANSBURY has a long and proud tradition with the state Tidy Towns program for numerous years with the community involved in a broad range of tasks associated with ensuring the town’s sustainability. 
The town’s well organised Tidy Towns group has coordinated extensive projects associated with the Tidy Towns program during that period. They are a dedicated group of local residents who meet every Tuesday and have volunteered almost 4 000 hours of community service projects the past year. 

The group undertakes projects associated with beautification, maintenance and environmental improvement including recycling, feral pest eradication programs, weeding and tree planting. They have accumulated a vast array of resources including watering equipment, a truck, 4WD, tractor, trailer and tools. The group is ideally based in the town’s past Country Fire Service building.

The Tidy Towns program is a cooperative approach between the town’s Primary School, community groups and the supportive District Council of Yorke Peninsula.

Numerous community groups are involved with ensuring STANSBURY continues and extends its commitment to being a clean, proud and sustainable town. Notable highlight is the STANSBURY Seaside Markets, a major community event held on the foreshore between September and April. The event attracts numerous visitors with funds raised benefiting local projects. 

Tidy Towns volunteers and local community service clubs also partner in a range of projects including can recycling initiatives and various foreshore beautification and infrastructure projects.

The District Council of Yorke Peninsula has a strong commitment to work in partnership with residents to foster community spirit with management and staff being proactive supporters of Tidy Towns projects.

WATER & ENERGY CONSERVATION

As in many communities around Australia, the need for conserving water is a major priority in STANSBURY. The recent drought has heightened the need to be water wise and the community has reacted positively in reducing water use. 

A unique local carbon neutral program has seen the Tidy Towns propagation group work in partnership with the farming community in planting trees along fence lines and in clusters in open paddocks. The initiative assists with controlling stock and also importantly contributes to reducing salinity, controlling erosion, providing habitats for fauna as a natural wildlife corridor.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION & INNOVATION

The commitment to a broad range of environmental care and restoration projects bears the testimony that STANSBURY’s residents care for their local environment.

STANSBURY’s Coastal Walking Trail offers great views of the town’s beach and aquatic environment. Interpretative signs provide information on local native flora and fauna together with sharing the many partnerships involved in the trail’s construction.

As the community relies on a healthy marine and coastal environment, the Tidy Towns group is active in coast protection activities which continually protect, restore and enhance the coast environment.

Numerous beautification projects are completed, underway and planned for the town’s foreshore area. Planting programs arranged through a broad network of partners are a feature in and around the township. A unique farmland to foreshore native vegetation planting program provides a safe haven and link corridor for local wildlife.
The school’s commitment to various environmental care and restore projects bears the testimony that STANSBURY’s residents more than care for their environment to ensure a sustainable future.

RESOURCE RECOVERY/LITTER & WASTE MANAGEMENT

Positive litter control strategies and the community’s commitment to keeping STANSBURY litter free are more than evident throughout the town with numerous bins in place.

STANSBURY’s community maximises the recovery and recycling of waste within the town and surrounding areas. 

A fully integrated waste management system is now in place within the community with a three bin program in place which will effectively reduce the amount of waste to landfill.
School children are also great educators regarding waste minimisation and recycling initiatives throughout the community. Active waste management and recycling programs are in place within the school’s yard and in classrooms.
KESAB’s (Keep South Australia Beautiful’s) WOW program (Wipe Out Waste) assists with providing baseline waste data through waste audits and guides the school community to reduce waste and recover resources through effective recycling programs.

HERITAGE & CULTURE

STANSBURY’s historical groups are committed to preserving the town’s proud heritage. Groups are made up of numerous dedicated volunteers who have the foresight to preserve STANSBURY’s cultural heritage for the benefit of future generations. 

The town’s Museum, built in 1878, is a great example of reuse of the town’s school. It is home to an extensive and priceless collection of artefacts, information and memorabilia from within the district. 

The town has a strong maritime heritage linked to ketches that delivered goods and provided transport for local grain and wool. The town celebrates that heritage biannually at the Wooden and Classic Boat Regatta which attracts interest nationally.

STANSBURY’s Progress Committee and Visitor Information Centre staff are committed to preserving the town’s heritage. They are active in preserving and interpreting the town’s rich maritime and farming history for the benefit of future generations. Great example has been the Historical Walk of STANSBURY which has interpreted numerous historic buildings and families within the town.
YOUNG LEGENDS/ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

STANSBURY Primary School is part of the Australian Sustainable School network and is strongly focused on an extensive and impressive range of environmental education programs. 

Notable examples include innovative approaches to waste reduction and recycling, waterwise programs, renewable energy use, particularly as a Solar School, and developed community partnerships for positive environmental outcomes. 

Community engagement includes working in partnership with the Tidy Towns group, as a member of Trees for Life as well as involvement with senior residents from Elanora Homes. 

The community’s intergenerational approach to environmental improvement projects is highlighted by the strong alliance between the school community and the Tidy Towns group. Students cooperatively work with the community on feral plant removal, plant propagation programs together with collection of litter along the town’s foreshore areas.
Students have also been active contributors to the development of a range of the town’s interpretative brochures. Colourful and well designed, the brochures promote historical buildings, agriculture, aquaculture, business and general tourism attractions.

SUGGESTIONS

Appropriate heritage signs on major arterial roads may provide opportunities for passing visitors to view the community’s numerous historic sites and collections. 
From a streetscaping perspective, a heritage style lighting approach may also add value to the memorable STANSBURY experience.
Further to the above, to complement the STANSBURY’s historic restoration initiatives, Council and the community may wish to develop and encourage a consistent sign approach. An integrated timber theme or other selected concept, in possibly a heritage-style, would add to the attraction and ambience within the town.

If not already in place, STANSBURY’s great achievement as being South Australia’s Tidiest Town for 2006 could be promoted on the District Council letterheads, envelopes, etc. Local businesses and tourism operators could also be encouraged to promote the community’s success. 

Congratulations to everyone involved in the STANSBURY Tidy Towns program and associated community action projects. 

Good luck with future initiatives in helping to keep your part of Australia beautiful and sustainable.

Dick Olesinski

National Tidy Towns judge

