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HUNGRY JACK’S AUSTRALIAN SUSTAINABLE CITIES 2007
PORT AUGUSTA South Australia
Location: Top of South Australia’s Spencer Gulf Population: approx 14 000

COMMUNITY ACTION
Recognises achievement in community beautification, presentation and pride.

Port Augusta is a thriving industrial city, 308 kilometres north of
Adelaide. Situated at the head of Spencer Gulf, Port Augusta is at the
crossroads of Australia. This is the intersection of the Sydney-Perth and
Adelaide-Alice Springs railway as well as the major Sydney-Perth and
Adelaide-Darwin highways.
Port Augusta is now being used more as a tourist destination base and
is being used as the central stop site where they can easily access
day trips to the surrounding areas and attractions.

RESIDENTS ASSISTANCE WITH PARKLAND UPGRADES
Port Augusta has developed 3 parklands:- Volunteer Park, Northey
Crescent Park and the Robert ‘Bert’ McKenzie Memorial Park with
residents assistance. Council has found that the surrounding residents
take ownership of the parkland and are the official ‘caretakers’ of the
sites. The residents form working groups and assist with the design of
the area. Meetings are held onsite with council staff and the residents.
Working bees are organised for weekends and the residents develop
the sites.
More can be achieved with these developments as all labour is
supplied voluntarily and overhead costs are greatly reduced. Council
supply the materials for the developments and the residents carry out
the specified works. We have also found that with the great diversity
of volunteers ‘extras’ can be included in with the developments as
some of the companies that the residents work for will often donate
materials or machinery for the working parties.
With the residents as the caretakers of the sites we have found that
vandalism is greatly reduced and the parks always present a neat
and tidy appearance.

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
This event is always well supported within the community often with up
to 15 separate sites around the city being targeted by community
members. Around 500 residents and school children participate in this
popular community event.
Over the past two years ‘The Great Shopping Trolley Retrieval’ has
been organised with local and surrounding divers removing dumped
shopping trolleys from the Gulf waters adjacent to the Wharf, Pontoon
and two jetties. In total over 100 shopping trolleys have been retrieved
from the gulf over the past two years, as well as park benches, signs,
pushbikes tree guards, tyres and even a metal vegetable colander!
Three trolleys have been returned to the marine environment as when
removed it was noticed that they had become important marine
habitats due to the amount of sponges, crabs and small fish that were
bought up with them.



HERITAGE & CULTURE
Recognises communities which proudly preserve and value cultural history.

WADLATA OUTBACK CENTRE
Port Augusta’s Wadlata Outback Centre interprets the story of the
outback from fifteen million years ago when rainforests covered the
area, through Aboriginal and European history, up to the present day
and into the future. Visitors to the centre’s ‘Outback's Tunnel of Time’
discover and experience the origins of the Outback, relive Aboriginal
stories, tales of pioneer explorers and settlers - and learn what the
Outback means to the people who live and work there today. Visitors
are able to step back 15 million years to ‘Green Time’ where dinosaurs
roamed and discover how the Flinders Ranges and the Outback of
South Australia evolved.

CARLTON PARADE CEMETERY UPGRADE
Still Born Baby Memorial
In 2004 a Stillborn Baby Memorial was constructed of local stone
within the Black Oak Section of the cemetery. The Black Oak section
was used between, 1943 - 1990 to bury stillborn babies in unmarked
graves.
On 12 December 2004, the memorial was dedicated to the people of
Port Augusta. In total 151 babies are buried within the site. Parents /
families now have a place to visit and reflect, as many parent’s who
had stillborn children, especially during the earlier years, were not
informed as to where their child / children were buried.

1883 -1983 SECTION CEMETERY UPGRADE
Cemeteries hold vital clues to historical information and family histories
and to ensure the information is preserved, a local community group
is attempting to ensure all graves are marked from 1883 – 1983.
The cemetery contains both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal grave sites
and the group believes this is an important project to preserve history
and to ensure unmarked graves are not left to further deteriorate to
where they can no longer be identified.
The upgrade is ambitious and expensive, with about 820 graves to be
marked in the first stage and more than 4 000 by the time the fifth and
final stage is completed.
The Port Augusta City Council is providing staged finance over 5 years
for the project and volunteer labor is being used for the project. The
Port Augusta Rotary Club is providing a supervisor and the Work for
the Dole participants are laying concrete borders.
Local residents and families are being encouraged to purchase small
bronze plaques through the council that are to be placed on the
cement borders surrounding the grave sections.

MOSAIC MURAL ON THE HILL PROJECT
‘OUR STORY – OUR PRIDE’
The idea for the massive 603 square metre ceramic mural came at
the beginning of 1997 with six months extensive consultation and
research followed by several public meetings to discuss and formulate
ideas for the mural. From those ideas, Whyalla artist , Di Turner
presented the design which depicts the following: ‘using the
movement of the sea around Port Augusta, the mural shows the
environment from a distance, eg the blue-green of the sea, the red of
the desert and the colours of the Flinders ranges throughout the
mural.



On closer inspection it tells a story of the people of Port Augusta, of
their cultural heritage and their involvement in maintaining a unique
environment and their commitment to the people of outback
Australia in the past, present and future.’
One of the largest ceramic murals and costliest community projects
undertaken in the state, it brought together all corners of the
community as well as surrounding districts. Three workshops were in
operation throughout its creation. There are 2 500 tiles which make up
the mural with each tile involving 27 steps. It took 8 months to
complete and was funded by the Australia Council for the Arts, SA
Country Arts Trust and the Port Augusta City Council through its Public
Arts Project Advisory Committee.

ENVIRONMENTAL INNOVATION
Recognises achievement through innovation by community, government and business under
the principles and practical actions associated with environment protection and sustainability.

STONE REVETMENT WALLS
The council has put in place extensive stone revetment walls for the
protection of the foreshore areas during king tides; the rock
revetment walls have been put in place within the areas adjacent to
the beach’s to stop further erosion of the sites by tides. The rocks are
900 mm in size and have been placed against the embankment of
the walking path to the footbridge across the gulf, against the walling
of the swimmers memorial area and the embankment area leading
from the foreshore to the wharf area on the east side and on the west
side the rocks have been placed against the edge of the bridge
highway, along the walking path to the footbridge. This looks very
effective and has provided another habitat for smaller marine
creatures in an urban environment.

GULF BOAT CRUISES
A local business now has morning boat cruises to the top of the gulf
for locals and tourists alike. There is a resident dolphin pod living in the
area and these mammals are enjoyed by the people taking the
cruises. The owner of the boat cruise informs the participants about
the many environmental issues in relation to the top of the gulf and
the unique ecology of the area. This year particularly there have
been Southern Right whales entering the gulf and coming up as far as
the bridges in the city centre, especially a cow and her young calf,
which has been a great attraction for the residents and tourists alike.
This shows that the gulf is in a pretty good state environmentally wise.

CONSERVATION GROUPS
Rubbish removal and rehabilitation of native endemic plants has
been the main focus of 4 local conservation groups. A native plant
seed collection workshop was held in the Blanche Harbour area
where participants collected native seed under the guidance of a
NRM facilitator. The seed is being used to propagate plants for the
area.
The City Council has supplied a water tank for the area that has no
mains water connections, and is refilled on a regular basis as
requested by the community groups. This water is only used in the
watering of plants in the area. Council also provided labour and
machinery to assist the group in erecting a fence around the site.
Local Work for the Dole participants also assisted the group in fencing
the site to keep vehicles from entering the sites.



ENVIRONMENTAL INNOVATION – WATER
Recognises achievement through innovation by community, government and business under
the principles and practical actions associated with environment protection and sustainability
with particular relevance to water conservation.

WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT
Port Augusta City Council recently completed an innovative project
known as ‘sewer mining’. The project is a process where raw sewage
from SA Water Sewerage system infrastructure from within the city
area is used to produce quality filtered ‘Class B’ reclaimed water for
use on parks and ovals.
The project is the first time SA Water, Local Government and private
enterprise have combined to utilise existing SA Water sewerage
infrastructure and new treatment technology to dewater sewage at
locations where the treated effluent can be effectively utilised,
avoiding expensive reticulation from a remote treatment location.
As a result of the project, the Port Augusta City Council has
demonstrated leadership in the reuse of a precious resource and has
also demonstrated that Council is serious about its responsibility
towards the future sustainability of the environment. The project has
reduced reliance on River Murray water and has reduced effluent
discharge of the cities waste water into the marine environment.
Council has and is working very closely with the Environment
Protection Authority (EPA) and the Department of Human Services
(DHS) in relation to using the treated waste water within the city’s turf
and garden areas. Regular monitoring of the reclaimed water is
conducted and the water is regularly tested to ensure it falls within the
EPA &DEH guidelines for use.

SUBSURFACE IRRIGATION
Garden areas and turf areas within Port Augusta are irrigated with
subsurface irrigation systems (underground drip system). These systems
are being incorporated into new and existing garden and turf areas
as funding becomes available. This watering system reduces
evaporation and water loss by up to 40%. All pipe work for this system
is underground and there are no sprinklers so there is no water loss to
evaporation or vandalism.
Moisture sensors have been installed in the turf and garden areas and
the watering is monitored via an irrigation central control system that
records evaporation rates, rain events, and wind changes and this in
turn operates the irrigation systems when they are needed. (The
moisture sensors are a requirement of the DHS so our treated waste
water will not leach into the marine or general environment.)
The system acts as a rain event each time they are operated and it
has been noted that plantings perform much better with this type of
system than the general drip systems that are so commonly used.

WATER MINIMISATION PRACTICES
Living in the driest city, in the driest state, on the driest continent on
earth, the Port Augusta City Council is conscious of saving water and
looking at alternative water sources for the city. This is one reason why
subsurface irrigation systems and moisture sensors are used.
Automatic shut off taps have been installed on the city’s drinking
fountains and also on beach shower units. Run off waste water from
these units is captured and runs into French drains and then used to
assist in watering turf and trees along the foreshore precinct.
The modular toilet units along the foreshore precinct are self cleaning
automated units and use minimal water. Hand washing facil ities are
sensor operated (no taps) so there can be no excess use of water by


