HUNGRY JACK’S Australian Tidy Towns 2007 Program Report

Town/Community: 
ROMA Qld 
Date judged: 29 & 30 Nov 2006
Population: 

approx 6 800
Organising Group/s: ROMA TOWN COUNCIL in partnership with the general community
Contact Names: 
Loretta Waldron Roma Shire Ph: (07) 4622 1266 
COMMUNITY ACTION/ PARTNERSHIPS

ROMA is a vibrant country town located 490km west of Brisbane. Regarded as the "Capital of the Western Downs", ROMA is the second largest urban community in Western Queensland.  It covers an area of 78 square kms with a diverse economy, excellent infrastructure and a relaxed country lifestyle with a rich bush spirit. ROMA is home to an extensive oil and gas industry with numerous strong performing value added industries.

ROMA Shire Council guides and encourages the community to ensure that homes and private gardens are tidy and maintained. The council ensures that approaches to the town, including signs and features, public parks, gardens and sporting areas and median strips are well tendered in a hot, dry and harsh environment.
Numerous community partnerships are a feature within ROMA. Highlights include the community garden project that involves community members, the Endeavour Foundation and government agencies working together to develop a sustainable resource that provides not only healthy food but also wholesome activities for disabled members of the community. 
ROMA’s Adungadoo recreational pathway is a great example of various community groups as well as local government and state government working cooperatively to provide a shared facility that meets the recreational and health needs of walkers, joggers and cyclists. The 1.7km pathway follows Bungil Creek which also has interpretative signs that share the rich environmental resources that are adjacent to the well used facility. Extensive consultation with the local Mandandanji community ensured indigenous culture was an important element of the pathway’s development.  

The many initiatives coordinated by the Apex club also provide numerous facilities for the benefit of local residents and visitors. Particular feature is the club’s Adopt-a-road initiative which is proposed to be used as a model approach for other Apex clubs in Queensland. It provides a partnership approach and community ownership to ensuring ROMA is free of highway litter.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION & INNOVATION

Water conservation is high on the council’s environmental agenda with various initiatives in place. These include treated water from ROMA’s sewerage treatment plant used to irrigate the town’s golf course as well as a commercial hay and lucerne crop. It provides a sustainable approach to saving town water as well as an effective reuse of a well sought after resource. 
The plant’s settling ponds have been developed as a wetland that not only naturally treats the water for reuse but also attracts a diverse bird species estimated to be almost 200. Queensland Parks & Wildlife Service has identified the bird population with the opportunity to provide a major ecotourism attraction for the town.

ROMA has an active Landcare group that works in partnership with council. The group is also keen coordinators of the town’s exciting Bush Garden project that proposes to interpret the various flora species of the ROMA district and provide an outdoor education facility for the town.

Numerous partnerships between business, industry and the community provide extensive successful environmental outcomes. Notable examples include reuse of dung from the ROMA saleyards, which are the biggest in the southern hemisphere. A Cypress Pine industry has also provided a sustainable woodlot development within the district.
RESOURCE RECOVERY/LITTER & WASTE MANAGEMENT

Resource recovery and recycling initiatives are a feature of ROMA’s commitment to efficient waste management. Various waste minimisation practices have been put in place by council’s new waste contractors with an aim to increase reduction of waste to landfill. 

Extensive point at source separation of various waste materials is available at the town’s waste transfer station for residents to drop off recyclables. Green waste is planned to be mulched, and then reused as part of the waste contractor’s commitment to resource recovery and greenhouse gas reduction.
A major commitment has been made by businesses in ROMA to reduce the use of plastic shopping bags by using alternative reusable bags. The initiative of ROMA’s supermarkets and other businesses has resulted in the community using ‘green’ bags more often as well as a reduction of impact on the town’s landfill site. 
HERITAGE & CULTURE
ROMA’s Big Rig Oil and Gas Museum showcases the region’s oil and gas exploration displaying machinery that was used in this industry. It is a welcoming facility that is professionally staffed and supported by a dedicated network of volunteers. 
Long standing historian, Peter Keegan is to be commended for his commitment to the establishment of the museum as well as general preservation and documentation of the town’s rich heritage. 

Heritage restoration and preservation is on a large scale in ROMA with numerous buildings and sites caringly restored to their former glory. Various private and public buildings are wonderfully restored providing a welcoming ambience which is inviting to locals and visitors alike. 
One of the oldest buildings in ROMA, Romavilla Winery, built in 1863, is also Queensland’s first winery. A range of historic preservation of private and public buildings provides a welcoming feature to ROMA. 
The town’s historic walk interprets 25 facilities that assist in defining the town’s exciting and colourful past. ROMA’s Family History group is made up of a committed group of community members who have initiated a broad range of historic publications as well as managing an extensive resource of documents and displays.
ROMA’s Hospital Heritage Walk is a 2km self guided walk that interprets 12 of the most historically significant oil and gas sites in Australia. Plaques mark each of the sites including the site where a significant petroleum reserve was first discovered in 1900.

The town’s Avenue of Heroes features 138 bottle trees which are a lasting tribute to the fallen soldiers from the ROMA District who lost their lives in the First World War. The culturally significant site is a great blend of natural history of the bottle trees together with cultural history with plaques bearing the names of fallen soldiers.
YOUNG LEGENDS/ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

ROMA State School is active in initiating environmental education programs. Notable highlight is the success in gaining a Federal Government Community Fund National Water Initiative grant. The grant contributed to toilet systems being replaced and extensive rainwater tanks installed to conserve water in a hot dry environment.

Various youth development programs operate within the custom built youth facility providing extensive opportunities for sports, health, employment, learning and recreation.

ROMA is fortunate to have an active Youth Council that links to council. Numerous achievements have been initiated as a result of the Youth Council’s commitment and include consultation arranged regarding playground equipment, surveying local youth to determine their needs as well as organising SK8 FEST, ROMA’s skate park festival.
SUGGESTIONS

ROMA is a hospitable and warm community. A historic feature could be developed as a welcoming entrance statement to the town. As in many communities around Australia, entry statements are also opportunities to promote Tidy Towns achievements and encourage visitor care and enjoyment of local attractions.
ROMA’s Apex Club’s ‘Adopt-a-road’ initiative is a great way for local community groups and individuals to contribute and take community ‘ownership’. To encourage further involvement in caring for roads and other areas, a sign could be placed within adopted sites to expose the community’s contribution as well as their partnership with council and the Keep Australia Beautiful Council.
To further assist with complementing ROMA’s beautification initiatives, areas around the town’s industrial sector may be encouraged to add landscaping treatments and a consistent sign approach introduced to the entry into town.

To assist with encouraging further community participation in ROMA’s improvement and beautification approaches, a further incentive to residents to tender verges or continue to maintain yards and facilities could be through the introduction of a ‘Tidiest Verge’ or ‘Tidy Street’ certificate of appreciation or encouragement. This may assist in releasing pressure off council’s parks and garden resources.

Congratulations to everyone involved in the ROMA’s Tidy Towns and associated community action programs. 

Good luck with future initiatives and ‘challenges’ in helping to keep your part of Australia beautiful.

Dick Olesinski

National Tidy Towns judge

