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Community Action

The City of Brisbane supports and promotes community beautification, presentation and pride through a range of programs and activities including:

Community grants 

This program provides funding to local non-profit community groups to improve and develop services in Brisbane.

Council is looking to fund projects that achieve one or more of the following criteria:

· develop and improve facilities for community use 

· encourage physical activity 

· respond to local and city wide community issues 

· foster an understanding of Brisbane's history and cultural heritage 

· promote creativity, culture or the arts 

· develop the capacity of local community groups to deliver services

Kerbside clean ups 
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Brisbane City Council offers a free kerbside green waste and kerbside general items collections for residents. These services help residents to clean up around your home and garden. 

Bush neighbours - living next to bushland 

Brisbane City Council encourages those living next to bushland and the community to work together to protect our natural assets and build safer communities. You can do this by following good bush neighbour behaviour towards certain environmental threats including feral animals, weeds, fire, harmful recreation and pollution. 

Council ran a Bush neighbour competition and provided information on good behaviours. There is also a Bush neighbours school program designed to help school children identify good and bad behaviour in natural areas, focusing on the natural area closest to your school. 

Heritage and Culture

The City of Brisbane proudly preserves and values the city’s cultural heritage and supports and promotes this through the following programs and activities:

Black Diamonds 

Black Diamonds is a program that supports and funds a variety of community activities, programs and events for young Indigenous people (aged seven to 25 years) in Brisbane. It covers a number of sub-programs, including sport, recreation, the arts, culture, health, education and training, support and personal development. Examples of activities include development workshops in local sport, recreation, arts and cultural activities and leadership camp for young people starting high school.

Aboriginal culture trails 

The Brisbane City Council helps to preserve and communicate Aboriginal cultural heritage through initiatives such as bushland culture trails at the Boondall Wetlands, Mt Coot-tha and Peace Park, Nashville

Museum of Brisbane - PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Detail of 'Firebreather' photograph by Russell Shakespeare (2004)."celebrates our city's culture, heritage and people.


Artforce - PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=artforce traffic signal box painted by Trevor Proud"Artforce is a community art project that has brought art to  Brisbane's streets.


Lord Mayor's photographic awards - Brisbane residents are invited to enter photos that show a secret treasure of Brisbane. 

Art in Public Places Policy - aims to position Brisbane as one of the world's greatest public art cities. It's a practical guide to encourage partnerships with community groups, the private sector and state government.
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History and Heritage Trails 

You can visit Brisbane's historical areas and heritage-listed buildings to find out about the history of the inner city and suburbs. Brisbane has 11 self-guided heritage trails. Seven of these are walking trails and there are four driving trails to explore.

Environmental innovation

Brisbane City Council's Corporate Sustainability Policy helps to ensure that sustainability principles are integrated into Council's activities and decisions. 

Key initiatives include:

Climate Change and Greenhouse

Brisbane City Council has been a member of the CCP program since its commencement in 1997.  Over the last ten years Council has implemented projects that have seen significant reductions in both corporate and community greenhouse gas emissions.  Some of these projects have included landfill gas to energy projects, Efficient Brisbane, CNG buses and the 4.5 GreenStar Brisbane Square Building.  

Council has developed the Brisbane Plan for Action on Climate Change and Energy.  This plan will move us towards our target of a 50% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions and carbon neutrality by 2026.  It will ensure we are continuing to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions, as well as, adapting to the challenges of climate change.

Sustainable Building

Council has developed a sustainable home checklist providing ideas on how to design, build and renovate sustainable homes. Council also offered rebates to residents who met certain criteria. 

Council has also introduced the sustainable development grant as an incentive to encourage sustainable development in the community. The grant currently applies to office developments.

CitySmart Program

Brisbane City Council’s CitySmart program aims to make Brisbane Australia’s most sustainable city. Key initiatives include:

The Oxley Creek to Ocean project (O2 project) to create a regional carbon sink in south east Queensland. It involves planting many hectares of trees to:

· reduce carbon dioxide emission levels in the atmosphere

· repair degraded waterways 

· improve water quality 

· reduce the amount of pollution entering creeks and rivers

The CitySmart vans visit shopping centres and events to provide a clearinghouse and one-stop shop for empowering people to adopt sustainable behaviours. The vans provide products, advice and information on reducing waste, saving water and energy and sustainable transport and gardening. Visitors to the vans can calculate their carbon footprint and are provided access to products, information and advice to help them to reduce it. 

Environmental Innovation – Water

Since the introduction of water restrictions in May 2005, Brisbane residents have saved 100 billion litres of water. Currently, average per capita water consumption is approximately 133 litres per day.

The water savings have been facilitated through the following key actions:

Rebates 

Rebates for water saving devices are available from Brisbane City Council and the Queensland Government. These include:


Pool cover rebate - rebate of up to $200 for new pool covers

Domestic rainwater tank rebate – rebate of up to $1,150 for rainwater tank/s plumbed into the house for internal use

Home WaterWise Service - introduced by Brisbane, in partnership with the Queensland Government and 20 other local councils in south east Queensland. For $20, a licensed plumber carries out a water audit, supplies and installs water efficient showerheads and aerators on kitchen and bathroom taps and fixes up to three leaking taps.

Integrated Water Strategy
Brisbane City Council developed Water for today and tomorrow - an Integrated Water Strategy for Brisbane to manage Brisbane's water now and for our future. The strategy outlines how the city can maintain a supply of fresh water and preserve the health of our creeks, rivers and Moreton Bay.

Long-term alternative water supply sources

To meet Brisbane's future water requirements, Council has a number of long-term strategies to secure alternative water supply sources including:

Brisbane Aquifer Project – to provide 20 million litres per day of groundwater treated to Australia Drinking Water Guideline standards. 

Reactivating local dams - including Lake Manchester with capacity to supply 40 million litres of water a day and Enoggera Water Treatment Plant with capacity to supply six million litres of water a day

Recycled water for industry - Council's five recycled water filling stations supply around 2.5 million litres of high quality recycled water for business and industrial use each day. 


Litter Prevention

Litter prevention campaign
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In April 2007 Brisbane City Council launched a litter prevention campaign.

Initially, people who littered in public places received warnings, stating that they were eligible for a fine.

Innovative tactics were used to promote the messages including the use of attention grabbing images of real money wrapped up as a cigarette butt and a hamburger wrapper on posters with the respective messages of “Bin it or give $150 the flick” and “Bin it or throw away $150”. This encouraged people to associate littering with money and fines. 

The signage was placed in litter hotspots such as on Council litter bins, in seating areas and in garden beds in the Queen Street Mall and the Fortitude Valley and Chinatown malls.  

One of the overall objectives for the campaign was to decrease the actual amount of litter in the target areas of the Queen Street Mall and the Fortitude Valley malls.

Litter measurements found the campaign to be successful in this respect with a 44% reduction in the number of cigarette butts achieved in the target areas. Prior to the campaign, a litter count conducted at a litter hotspot in the Queen Street Mall found 66 cigarette butts, compared to just 29 after the campaign.

The actual reduction of litter in the target areas is also expected to help create a sense of pride among residents in the longer term leading to behaviour change.  Research indicates that once an area is clean, people are more likely to want to keep it clean.  

Other Litter Prevention Actions

Since October 2006 Council has:

· installed over 100 new butt bins in the city 

· cleaned and repaired litter bins 

· increased litter patrols, street sweeping hours and manual clean-ups 

· increased high-pressure cleaning of paved areas (using recycled water) 

· assessed the number and usage of bins across Brisbane to place more where needed 

· introduced a litter prevention education campaign including asking people to report litter hotspots for Council to address.

Resource Recovery

The City of Brisbane supports and promotes waste minimisation and resource recovery through the following programs and activities:

Waste Minimisation Activities
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Brisbane City Council has one of the most efficient and safe waste systems in the world:

1. Recyclable material is taken to the Materials Recovery Facilities (MRF) for processing. 

2. Waste is transported to centrally located tips (transfer stations). 

3. It is then bulk hauled to double sealed landfills that are designed to minimise environmental impact.

Other ways Council is working to minimise waste include: 

· using ‘split trucks’ to collect rubbish and recycling - using one truck instead of two saves time and reduces greenhouse gas emissions 

· placing recycling bins into New Farm Park, Rocks Riverside Park, City Botanic Gardens, Captain Burke Park and the Queen Street Mall 

· signing a 20 year deal with Queensland Recycling to recycle construction and demolition waste from building sites - cement and building materials from sites around Brisbane are being processed into road base, fill and construction products 

· conducting public events recycling at the Riverfestival - this will be available at more major public events in the future 

· running a Council Internal Waste Minimisation Program in the Council’s administration offices and depots

Kerbside clean ups 

Brisbane City Council offers a free kerbside green waste and kerbside general items collections for residents. These services will help you to clean up around your home and garden. 

Electronic waste collection days 

Brisbane City Council also holds collection days for electronic waste. 

Community partnership

Council’s environmental partnership activities have been mentioned throughout this entry. In summary they include:

Bush neighbours - Council encourages those living next to bushland and the community to work together to protect our natural assets by managing  environmental threats including feral animals, weeds, fire, harmful recreation and pollution. 

Habitat Brisbane – the program helps community groups restore natural habitats in parks, remnant bushland and wetlands and along waterways. 

Land for Wildlife – the program helps owners of farms, bush blocks, school grounds, golf courses and other areas with valuable habitat to protect the environment by providing habitats for wildlife on their property.

Voluntary Conservation Agreements – the program helps private property owners conserve native bushland on their land. 

Protection of the Environment

Some of the ways that the Council helps to preserve and protect Brisbane’s natural environment include:

Programs

· the Greening Brisbane Naturally program, which covers several projects that aim to improve the number and quality of trees and other plant life in Brisbane 

· the street tree planting program, which keeps Brisbane's suburbs green 

· the weed management program, which manages and controls the introduction and spread of weeds that can destroy our native vegetation 

· the Land for Wildlife program, which helps owners of farms, bush blocks, school grounds, golf courses and other areas with valuable habitat protect the environment by providing habitats for wildlife on their property 

· the Voluntary Conservation Agreements program helps private property owners conserve native bushland on their land 

· the Bushland Preservation Levy uses funds collected through rates payments to buy land that has important ecological value

· The Habitat Brisbane program helps community groups restore natural habitats in parks, remnant bushland and wetlands and along waterways. Habitat Brisbane groups also help to protect, monitor and increase native flora and fauna populations, especially rare and threatened species.

Legislation

· the Natural Assets Local Law 2003 protects significant trees and other important vegetation in Brisbane including bushland areas, wetlands, and waterway corridors

Young Legends

Visible Ink

The Visible Ink program is the Council's youth strategy. It's about helping young people to take part in their city and have a say in Council's activities, programs and policies. 

The program includes:

· Visible Ink website - information for youth, online surveys and discussion groups, news and events and links to other useful sites 

· Albert Park Flexi School - an alternate education program for young people to complete their secondary studies outside mainstream schooling 

· spaces for young people to hold meetings, plan and organise projects and events and access youth networks 

· Visible Ink newsletter 

Pledge the Plunge?
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Pledge the Plunge aims to engage Brisbane youth in actions to protect the city’s waterways and save water. An online community has been developed to help young people share stories of water saving and recognise the unique role water plays in Brisbane’s subtropical lifestyle. The site contains water saving stories, some interesting facts and resources on water, as well as screen savers and other materials to download. 







