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WA trashed in annual litter report  
 

Western Australians are still among the country’s worst litterbugs, Keep Australia Beautiful 
Council WA chair Mel Hay said today after the release of Keep Australia Beautiful’s National 
Litter Index 2009 report. 

He said although the statistics showed there had been a slight decrease in the volume of 
litter in WA, down from 13 litres per 1000sqm last year to 12 this year, there had been an 
increase in the average number of items, up from 85 per 1000sqm in 2008 to 87 in 2009. 

“This means there was an increase in litter in WA, it just comprised smaller items – and, as 
always, cigarette butts have come out as the most littered item,” Mr Hay said. 

“It is extremely disappointing that, since the surveys started in 2005, there has been an 
overall trend of increasing amounts of litter and, based on number of items, WA is the most 
littered State in Australia. 

“It is even more disappointing to see that almost every other State has managed to reduce 
the average number of items littered – we have to do better. 

“Our highways are an eyesore and although industrial sites showed an improvement on last 
year, these are still among our most littered sites in terms of volume and number of items 
with plastic material accounting for the biggest volume of litter. 

“Shopping centres and retails sites are among the worst sites for the number of items. 

“I strongly urge all Western Australians to make an effort to clean up our State, to support 
Keep Australia Beautiful Council WA’s anti-litter programs such as Adopt-a-Spot, the Litter 
Reporter Scheme and Bin Your Butt.” 

At the other end of scale in the national picture, Victoria was the least littered State 
according to the report. 

National Litter Index counts are conducted in 983 sites across Australia in November and 
May every year. The sites are classified by type: beach, car park, highway, industrial, 
recreational park, residential and retail.  

For more information about anti-litter initiatives in Western Australia visit 
www.kabc.wa.gov.au. A copy of the National Litter Index 2009 is available from 
www.kab.org.au. 

 

Media contact: DEC media 6467 5555 

Caption: Keep Australia Beautiful Council WA chair Mel Hay. 
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National Litter Index 2009  – WA snapshot: 
 
The dirty dozen by volume in descending order are: 

1. Plastic – domestic and industrial containers, sacks, sheeting, polystyrene boxes, 
straps and tapes 

2. Non-alcoholic beverage containers, plastic 
3. Illegal dumping 
4. Alcoholic beverage containers, glass 
5. Food containers or utensils, paper/paperboard 
6. Non-alcoholic beverage containers, paper/paperboard 
7. Alcoholic beverage containers, metal 
8. Non-alcoholic beverage containers, metal 
9. Plain water container, plastic 
10. Food containers or utensils, plastic 
11. Publications, paper/paperboard 
12. Miscellaneous – clothing, construction materials, nappies, tyres and pieces, 

syringes. 
 
The dirty dozen by item number in descending order are: 

1. Cigarette butts 
2. Paper/paperboard – packages, boxes, bags, dockets, tickets 
3. Plastic – domestic and industrial containers, sacks, sheeting, polystyrene boxes, 

straps and tapes 
4. Food containers or utensils, plastic 
5. Metal – industrial cans, bottle tops, ring pulls, metal pieces, foil 
6. Miscellaneous – clothing, constructions materials, nappies, tyres and pieces, 

syringes. 
7. Non-alcoholic beverage containers, plastic 
8. Alcoholic beverage containers, glass 
9. Food containers or utensils, paper/paperboard 
10. Non-alcoholic beverage containers, metal 
11. Alcoholic beverage containers, metal 
12. Non-alcoholic beverage containers, paper/paperboard 

 
Percentage increases since 2005 by item number: 

·  Cigarette butts have increased by 41 per cent 
·  Plastic has increased by 54.5 per cent 
·  Paper/paperboard has increased by 60 per cent. 

 
By volume: 

·  Plastic has increased by 47 per cent 
·  Glass has increased by 62.5 per cent. 
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