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1.1 National 

At a Glance 

The overall average number of items per 1,000m2 across all 983 sites 

surveyed in the 2009/10 National Litter Index was 65, while the overall 

average estimated volume per 1,000m2 was 5.70 litres.  

The most littered sites were retail sites which contributed large numbers of 

litter items per 1,000m2, but they were associated with only small volumes 

of litter per 1,000m2. Industrial locations were generally associated with both 

large numbers of items and litter volume per 1,000m2. While highway sites 

had a relatively low number of litter items per 1,000m2, they contributed a 

significant proportion of the overall volume total. 

Cigarette butts were the most frequently identified item, and 32 such objects 

per 1,000m
2
 were recorded in annual figures for 2009/10. Only a very small 

proportion of the overall litter volume (0.004 litres per 1,000m
2
) however 

was associated with cigarette butts. 

Plastic litter objects contributed the largest amount of volume to the litter 

stream, and such objects were associated with 2.16 litres of volume per 

1,000m
2
 across all sites nationally. 

Comparisons by Site Types 

The largest numbers of items per 1,000m2 were located within retail sites 

(170 items per 1,000m2), industrial sites (104 items per 1,000m2) and 

shopping centres (88 items per 1,000m2). The number of litter items per 

1,000m2 at other site types included: 

� Beaches (76 items per 1,000m2) 

� Car parks(73 items per 1,000m2) 

� Highways (51 items per 1,000m2) 

� Residential sites (43 items per 1,000m
2
) 

� Recreational parks (36 items per 1,000m
2
) 

The estimated volumes per 1,000m
2
 of the litter objects at industrial sites 

(11.22 litres per 1,000m
2
) and highway sites (7.79 litres per 1,000m

2
) were 
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higher than within any other site types. At other site types the litter volume 

per 1,000m
2
 estimates were: 

� Retail sites (4.74 litres per 1,000m
2
) 

� Residential sites (4.23 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Beaches (3.83 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Car parks (3.79 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Shopping centres (2.75 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Recreational parks (1.97 litres per 1,000m2) 

Items and Volume per 1000 Square Metres by Site Type - NATIONAL - 2009/ 2010 
(excluding illegal dumping)
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Items and volume estimates per 1,000m
2
 nationally identify differential 

patterns across site types. Site characteristics which are evident are as 

follows:  

� Industrial sites are associated with moderate to large numbers of litter 

items as well as large litter volume 

� Highway sites are associated with both moderate numbers of litter 

items and moderate litter volume  

� Retail sites are associated with large numbers of items but only a 

small litter volume 

� Car parks, beaches and shopping centres are associated with 

moderate numbers of items but only a small litter volume 

� Recreational Parks and residential sites contribute both small 

numbers of items and a low volume to the overall litter stream 
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Items and Volume per 1000 Square Metres by Site Type - 

NATIONAL - 2009/ 2010
(excluding illegal dumping)
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Comparison by Main Material Types 

Cigarette butts remain the most pervasive litter item nationally, and an 

average of 32 cigarette butts per 1,000m2 were identified across all national 

sites during the year of 2009/10, however, these items only contributed 

0.004 litres per 1,000m2 in volume to the national litter stream.  

Plastic materials and paper/ paperboard objects also contributed strongly to 

the litter stream with both categories contributing 12 items per 1,000m2 

during 2009/10. Plastic items contributed an overall average of 2.16 litres of 

litter volume per 1,000m2 and paper/ paperboard objects average of 1.89 

litres of litter volume per 1,000m2 across all sites nationally during 2009/10.  

Items and Volume per 1,000 Square Metres by Main Material Type - 

NATIONAL - 2009/ 2010
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Figures for items and volumes per 1,000m
2
 across main material types 

identify the following characteristics of litter objects:  

� Plastic litter and paper/ paperboard items contribute large volumes to 

the litter stream and are associated with moderate numbers of litter 

items  

� Cigarette butts contribute a large number of items per 1,000m2 to the 

litter stream and are frequently identified across all sites, however, 

they are only associated with a negligible litter volume  

� Metal and glass contribute both small numbers of items and low 

volumes to the overall litter stream 

Items and Volume per 1000 Square Metres by Main 

Material Type - NATIONAL - 2009/ 2010
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1.2 New South Wales 

At a Glance 

The overall average number of items per 1,000m2 across all of the 151 sites 

surveyed within NSW during the counts for the year 2009/10 was 75, while 

the overall average estimated volume per 1,000m2 was 7.96 litres.  

The most littered sites surveyed within NSW were industrial sites which 

were associated with large numbers of litter items and litter volume per 

1,000m2.  

Retail sites contributed large numbers of litter items per 1,000m2, however, 

they were associated with lower but still appreciable volumes of litter per 

1,000m2.  

Cigarette butts were the most frequently identified item, with 35 butts per 

1,000m
2
 recorded within NSW for the year 2009/10, they were however, 

associated with only a very small proportion of the overall litter volume 

(0.004 litres per 1,000m
2
). 

Plastic litter objects continued to contribute the largest amount of volume to 

the litter stream, adding 3.00 litres of volume per 1,000m
2
. Paper/ 

paperboard objects contributed the second largest volume to the litter 

stream, with 2.72 litres of volume per 1,000m
2
. 

Comparisons by Site Types 

The largest numbers of items per 1,000 m2 were associated with industrial 

sites (141 items) retail sites (121 items) and car park sites (88 items). The 

number of litter items per 1,000m2 at other site types included: 

� Shopping centres ( 78 items per 1,000m2) 

� Highways (75 items per 1,000m2) 

� Beaches (66 items per 1,000m2) 

� Residential sites (42 items per 1,000m
2
) 

� Recreational parks (34 items per 1,000m
2
) 
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Industrial sites (20.37 litres) displayed higher volume totals per 1,000 m
2
 in 

comparison to other site types and a considerable estimated volume of litter 

was also recorded at highway sites (11.59 litres). At other site types the litter 

volume per 1,000m
2
 estimates were: 

� Retail sites (7.56 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Car parks (6.05 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Beaches (5.96 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Residential sites (5.21 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Shopping centres (4.26 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Recreational parks (1.63 litres per 1,000m2) 

Items and Volume per 1000 Square Metres by Site Type - NSW - 2009/ 2010
(excluding illegal dumping)
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Items and volume estimates per 1,000m
2
 within NSW identify the following 

site characteristics across the respective site types surveyed in 2009/10:  

� Industrial sites were associated with both large numbers of litter items 

as well as high levels of litter volumes 

� Retail sites were associated with high numbers of litter items and low 

to moderate levels of litter volumes 

� Car park sites were associated with moderate levels of litter items and 

low levels of litter volumes 

� Shopping centres were associated with moderate levels of litter items 

and low levels of litter volumes  
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� Beaches, recreational parks and residential sites were associated 

with both lower levels of litter items and litter volumes   

Items and Volume per 1000 Square Metres by Site Type - 

NSW - 2009/ 2010

(excluding illegal dumping)
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Comparison by Main Material Types 

An average of 35 cigarette butts per 1,000m
2
 were identified across all sites 

surveyed within NSW during the year of 2009/10. These items however, 

only contributed 0.004 litres per 1,000m
2
 in volume to the litter stream in 

that state.  

The items which contributed the greatest volumes to the litter stream in 

NSW in 2009/10 were plastic objects (3.00 litres per 1,000m2) and paper/ 

paperboard objects (2.72 litres per 1,000m2).  
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Items and Volume per 1000 Square Metres by Main Material Type - 

NSW - 2009/ 2010
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Figures for items and volumes per 1,000m
2
 across main material types 

identify the following characteristics of litter objects recorded within NSW 

during the year of 2009/2010:  

� Plastic and paper/ paperboard items contribute large volumes to the 

litter stream and were also associated with a moderate number of 

litter items 

� Cigarette butts are associated with large numbers of litter items but 

they contribute only a negligible volume to the overall litter stream in 

the state 

� Metals items are contributed a lower number of litter items and 

moderate volumes to the litter stream 

� Glass items are associated with a lower number of litter items and 

lower volumes in the litter stream 
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Items and Volume per 1000 Square Metres by Main Material 

Type - NSW - 2009/ 2010
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Tables:  

National Items and 

Volumes per 1,000m² 
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Tables:  

National Items and Volumes - 

Litter Count by Site Type 
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