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Introduction 

The packaging litter report allows a closer focus on packaging litter by 

excluding non packaging items. The non packaging items that were 

excluded in this report were: 

� Cigarette butts 

� Paper publications (e.g. newspapers, magazines, junk mail and free 

circulars) 

� Paper shopper dockets and related shopping paper (e.g. shopping 

lists) 

� Tickets (e.g. bus, train, ATM, vending machine etc) 

� Other or uncategorised paper and paperboard items  

At a Glance 

The overall average number of packaging items per 1,000m
2
 across all 983 

sites surveyed in the 2009/10 National Litter Index was 21, while the overall 

average estimated of packaging volume per 1,000m
2
 was 4.98 litres.  

Industrial locations were associated with the largest number of packaging 

items and packaging volume per 1,000m2 in the litter stream. While plastic 

litter objects contributed the largest number of items (12 items per 1,000m2) 

and amount of volume (2.16 litres per 1,000m2) to the litter stream among 

sites nationally. 

Comparisons by Site Types 

As outlined, the largest numbers of package items per 1,000m2 in the litter 

stream were located within industrial sites (38 items per 1,000m2). The 

numbers of package items per 1,000m
2 
at other sites included: 

� Retail sites (29 items per 1,000m
2
) 

� Beaches (26 items per 1,000m
2
) 

� Highways (21 items per 1,000m
2
) 

� Car parks (19 items per 1,000m
2
) 
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� Residential sites (17 items per 1,000m
2
) 

� Shopping centres (15 items per 1,000m
2
) 

� Recreational parks (14 items per 1,000m
2
) 

Similarly, industrial locations (9.51 litres per 1,000m
2
) were associated with 

the largest packaging volume per 1,000m2 in the litter stream. At other site 

types the packaging volume per 1,000m2 estimates were:  

� Highways (7.05 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Retail sites (3.93 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Beaches (3.48 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Car parks (3.41 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Residential sites (3.11 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Shopping centres (2.39 litres per 1,000m2) 

� Recreational parks (1.83 litres per 1,000m2) 

Packaging Items and Volume per 1000 Square Metres 

by Site Type - NATIONAL - 2009/ 2010
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Packaging items and volume estimates per 1,000m
2
 nationally identify 

differential patterns across site types. Site characteristics which are evident 

are as follows:  

� Industrial sites are associated a large number of packaging items as 

well as large packaging volumes 

� Highway sites are associated a moderate number of packaging items 

and high packaging volumes 
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� Retail sites and beaches are associated with a moderate to large 

number of items and moderate packaging volumes 

� Car parks and residential sites are associated with a moderate 

number of packaging items and moderate packaging volume 

� Recreational Parks and shopping centres are associated with a small 

number of packaging items and low to moderate packaging volumes 

to the overall litter stream 

Packaging Items and Volume per 1000 Square Metres by 

Site Type - NATIONAL - 2009/ 2010
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Comparison by Main Material Types 

Plastic packaging objects contributed the largest number of items (12 items 

per 1,000m
2
) to the litter stream. The overall number of other material 

packaging items per 1,000m
2 
also included: 

� Paper/ paperboard objects (4 items per 1,000m
2
) 

� Metal objects (3 items per 1,000m
2
) 

� Glass objects (2 items per 1,000m
2
) 

Plastic litter objects also contributed the largest packaging volumes (2.16 

litres per 1,000m
2
) to the litter stream. The packaging volumes of other 

materials in the litter stream included: 
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� Paper/ paperboard objects (1.39 litres per 1,000m
2
) 

� Metal objects (0.90 litres per 1,000m
2
) 

� Glass objects (0.53 litres per 1,000m
2
) 

Packaging Items and Volume per 1,000 Square Metres 

by Main Material Type - NATIONAL - 2009/ 2010
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Figures for packaging items and volumes per 1,000m2 across main material 

types identify the following characteristics of packaging objects in the litter 

stream: 

� Plastic packaging contribute both a large number of items and large 

volumes to the litter stream 

� Paper/ paperboard packaging contribute a small number of items and 

moderate to high volumes of litter 

� Metal packaging items contribute a small number of items and 

moderate volumes to the overall litter stream  

� Glass packaging items contribute both a small number of items and 

low volumes to the litter stream 
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Packaging Items and Volume per 1000 Square Metres by 

Main Material Type - NATIONAL - 2009/ 2010
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Tables: 

Packaging Items and  

Volumes per 1000m² 
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Tables: 

Packaging Items and  

Volumes Tables 
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