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COMMUNITY ACTION/ PARTNERSHIPS

LEETON, situated in the heart of the state’s rich, Riverina region, continues its dedication and consistent commitment to the Tidy Towns program.
LEETON offers a wide variety of experiences. Designed by renowned architect, Walter Burley Griffin, the town is a showcase of contemporary rural living with its art deco heritage, diverse agricultural industries and welcoming country hospitality. The town’s streetscapes are colourful and well designed with extensive facilities for litter collection as well as butt disposal. 

LEETON’s Tidy Towns Committee is a well established group which besides initiating their own projects, plays a coordinating role for numerous other voluntary groups within the community since 1981. It also plays a cooperative role in preserving and enhancing the environment for the benefit of residents and the many thousands of tourists who visit and pass through each year.
A unique LEETON approach has been the Friends of Tidy Towns initiative which sees members of the community get involved in projects without the need to attend committee meetings.
The Tidy Towns Committee is keen to recognise community contributions in keeping LEETON neat and tidy. As a result, regular awards are presented to residents and shopkeepers who maintain and keep their property tidy. Other awards are also presented to recognise business and school community contributions.

LEETON Council leads by example and encourages the community to ensure that homes and private gardens are well maintained. It also ensures that approaches to town, including signs, public parks, gardens and sporting areas, footpaths, verges and median strips are well looked after. 
The LEETON Visitor Information Centre, situated in a wonderfully restored residence and set in the spectacular gardens is considered one of the outstanding centres within the state. The centre proudly displays past Tidy Towns awards on a LEETON Tidy Towns ‘Walk of Fame’ to the many thousands of visitors to the centre each year.

LEETON Shire Council’s slogan promotes its commitment to the community – Preserving the Past. Enhancing the Future.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION & INNOVATION

Fivebough and Tuckerbill swamps are wetlands of international significance as designated under the Ramsar Convention. The swamps are cooperatively managed as a result of partnerships between the LEETON Shire Council, local Catchment Authority, government departments, local Aboriginal Land Council, Birds Australia, educational institutions and interested organisations as a demonstration site. It looks to promote the coexistence of waterbird conservation with flood mitigation, grazing, sewage treatment and ecotourism. The site also acknowledges and respects the cultural significance of the wetlands to the local Wiradjuri people.
Highlight of interpreting and sharing the Fivebough and Tuckerbill wetlands was the community’s annual two day Bird and Nature Fair which included guided tours of the Ramsar site, nature based trade exhibitions together with an extensive selection of seminars and lectures.
LEETON Shire Council recognises the threat of climate change and the importance of reducing its greenhouse gas emissions. Achieving Milestone 5 in the Cities for Climate Protection program has required council to identify the current level of emissions from its own operations and the community, set targets to reduce these emissions and develop and implement action plans to meet these targets.

Approx 95% of LEETON’s parks, reserves, median strips and cemetery are watered by raw water. The system has extened the life expectancy of the town’s Water Treatment Plant which has created direct savings due to the reduced need to treat potable water.

RESOURCE RECOVERY/LITTER & WASTE MANAGEMENT

Resource recovery initiatives are a feature of LEETON’s commitment to effective waste management. A broad range of waste minimisation initiatives are in place and accepted by the community with the aim being an overall reduction of waste to landfill. 

LEETON’s waste management strategy aims at sustainable practices in waste reuse, avoidance and resource recovery. The development of the town’s landfill and recycling facility enables the community to be involved in the separation of a broad range of waste materials. 
A unique partnership has been formed with a commercial operator at LEETON’s Landfill and Recycling site to enable the composting of green materials together with other suitable organic materials. 
The depot operators also encourage the recycling of a broad array of materials including computers, furniture, toys, etc which are then resold through a recycling shop. Community education campaigns support the approach to sort materials prior to disposal to landfill.
To encourage further resource recovery initiatives, a public recycling facility is also strategically positioned within the community to assist with reducing waste to landfill. 
Clean Up Australia Day continues to be a highlight to encourage LEETON’s citizens to participate in helping to keep the community free of litter. Extensive voluntary involvement ensures a strong partnership continues between the community and the Shire. However, numerous other Tidy Towns clean ups are conducted throughout the year with black spots monitored by the active Tidy Towns committee.
HERITAGE & CULTURE

Notable highlight is that LEETON was designed originally by renowned American architect, Walter Burley Griffin, who also went on to design the nation’s capital, Canberra.

Maintaining LEETON’s proud heritage is important to the community. Heritage restoration is a major priority and managed on a large scale. Numerous fine examples of the preservation of cultural and historic features are scattered throughout the community.
LEETON’s historic art deco style is a feature throughout the community. Numerous buildings have been restored and preserved with new buildings constructed in a similar style to complement the existing and unique architectural design. 
From the stylish Roxy Theatre, the community’s restored heritage listed multi-functional centre, to the numerous large water tanks situated throughout the town, this classic art deco style is proudly and uniquely retained for the enjoyment of current and future generations.
Aboriginal culture is also shared and interpreted particularly through the local Wiradjuri people and their role in establishing the Fivebough and Tuckerbill wetland which acknowledges and respects the cultural significance of the wetlands and in particularly promoted through the Budyaan Baamirra Centre situated at the wetland site.
YOUNG LEGENDS/ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Environmental education programs are a key element within LEETON’s education system. In particular, Saint Joseph Primary School is a major participant with students, teachers and parents being great contributors to environmental activities. 
Notable highlight has been the installation of a gross pollutant trap which provides a water recycling facility, supported through the Federal Government’s National Water Initiative program. Besides collecting pollutants from stormwater, the system provides an effective educational link to the importance of recycling water. As the project develops, injection of excess water into the council’s systems is a real possibility.

Other schools within LEETON have an ongoing commitment to environmental care as well as visual improvement programs. From paper recycling programs to litter reduction approaches and planting programs, the town’s students continue to learn about ways to reduce their impact on the local environment.

SUGGESTIONS
If not already in place, LEETON’s great achievement as being New South Wales’ Tidiest Town for 2006 could be promoted on Council letterheads, envelopes, etc. Local businesses and tourism operators could also be encouraged to market the town’s award. 

LEETON’s Tidy Towns Committee is an active coordinator of numerous projects around the town. If not already in place, perhaps projects initiated by the committee could be promoted through the use of an engraved plaque or sign. This may assist in encouraging further community support of the program.

Entry statements are an ideal way to attract new visitors to a community. LEETON has a proud and rich heritage. A well-designed entry may assist in interpreting that heritage and provide another way to share LEETON’s wonderful attractions. Involving the community in the design may be another opportunity to engage public involvement.
To complement the great industry initiatives in beautifying their front gardens, the Council Works Depot front garden could be beautified and provide leadership for others in the industrial estate.
The Fivebough and Tuckerbill wetland is a site of international significance and with local Wiradjuri people also involved, the site has great potential for cultural tours and ecotourism opportunities.

Congratulations to everyone involved in the LEETON’s Tidy Towns program and associated community action projects. 

Good luck with future initiatives and ‘challenges’ in helping to keep your part of Australia beautiful.

Dick Olesinski

National Tidy Towns judge

