HUNGRY JACK’S Australian Tidy Towns 2007 Program Report

Town/Community: 
KINGSTON SA
   Date judged: 27 & 28 February 2007
Population: 
approx 1 500
Organising Group/s: KINGSTON Town Improvement Committee (KTIC)

(formerly Tidy Towns Committee)

in conjunction with KINGSTON District Council (KDC)
Contact Names:  
Mark Angel (KTIC) Ph: 08 8767 3004 or 0424 868219

Evan Flint (KDC) Ph: 08 8767 2346 or 0409 572346
COMMUNITY ACTION/ PARTNERSHIPS

KINGSTON’s well organised Town Improvement Committee, previously the Tidy Towns Committee, coordinates the numerous tasks associated with general beautification, environmental improvement under the Tidy Towns program umbrella. 
A broad range of community groups and service clubs, including Lions and Apex, also work in partnership to beautify and improve parks, gardens and public facilities. 
KINGSTON’s big lobster is a regional icon and signifies the importance of the Southern Rock Lobster fishing industry to the town.

An extensive network of community groups are involved with ensuring KINGSTON continues and extends its commitment to being a clean, proud and sustainable town. 
KINGSTON’s hard working volunteer group, the Tree Planters, continue to work on numerous beautification projects in around the township. The group has planned and planted gardens, provided regular maintenance on projects as well as managing extensive weed removal activities. The group also gets involved in plant propagation and is responsible for the distribution of thousands of trees and plants to community and school groups.

KINGSTON District Council has a strong commitment to working in partnership with residents to foster community spirit with management and staff being active supporters of Tidy Towns projects as Council representatives and also as local residents.

To continue to recognise community contributions and encourage participation in improvement and beautification initiatives, regular Tidy Towns awards are presented and are keenly contested. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION & INNOVATION

To improve the visual amenity of the town’s coastal area, a unique seagrass composting and mulching system has been introduced. Over 50 000 cubic metres of seagrass has been removed and mixed with green waste collected from the town’s landfill site to produce a rich organic product.

KINGSTON is fortunate to have a unique growth industry with the highly successful Outback Pride organisation which operates nearby at Reedy Creek. The nursery program continues to develop and grow as a bush food business which employs numerous members of the local community. 
Operators Mike and Gayle Quarmby are to be commended on their work with aboriginal communities locally as well as across the state in developing and propagating native bush foods. The program also provides education and employment together with preserving extensive native plant species.

An important part of education within KINGSTON’s school system relates to protecting the environment. The Community School and kindergarten continue to be involved in environmental care projects and include Roadwatch, Waterwatch and Coastalwatch programs.
KINGSTON’s community have embraced the reduction of plastic shopping bag use by involvement in Council’s regional reusable bag program. Over 500 bags have been distributed through local retail outlets and events as well as the school system.
RESOURCE RECOVERY/LITTER & WASTE MANAGEMENT

Positive litter control strategies and the community’s commitment to keeping KINGSTON litter free are more than evident throughout the township with numerous bins in place.
Three active KESAB Roadwatch groups operate regularly in and around KINGSTON’s road network. Council continues to encourage and support the continuing growth of community groups getting involved in keeping the town free from litter.

KINGSTON’s strategic plan aims to implement a three stage process that maximises the recovery and recycling of waste within the community. The construction of a waste transfer station within the town’s industrial area will enable the reduction of waste to landfill by in excess of 30%. 
School children are also great educators regarding numerous waste minimisation and recycling initiatives throughout the community. Both the Community School and kindergarten have active waste management and recycling programs in place.
Council also requires local builders to ensure their waste is contained on site during the construction process as part of KESAB’s Clean Site environmental education program. 
HERITAGE & CULTURE

Maintaining KINGSTON’s proud heritage is an important part of the community’s historic restoration programs. The district has a strong focus on heritage and culture with a strong commitment by the National Trust, local Aboriginal representatives, the District Council’s heritage committee as well as other interested community groups.
Cultural preservation is important to the indigenous community of KINGSTON. Local Aboriginal group, the Kungari Association are active participants in rehabilitating their local burial ground as well as town’s previous landfill site. 
Extensive revegetation of the Rosetown area complements the town’s Maria Creek redevelopment providing a well managed site with the potential for cultural tours and ecotourism opportunities.

KINGSTON’s National Trust members are committed to preserving the town’s proud heritage. Members of the group are dedicated volunteers who have the foresight to preserve the town’s rich maritime and farming history for the benefit of future generations. 
The town’s Museum is home to an extensive collection of artefacts, information and memorabilia from around the district. 
Another unique historic and unusual collection is Kev’s Kollection of 130 tractors as well as over 160 chainsaws. Numerous well kept machines are on display for visitors to learn about farming methods of the past.
Numerous historical walks have been developed by the National Trust and other community members interpreting the many historic aspects in and around KINGSTON. Over 60 notable stops are included in a well designed pamphlet promoting five self guided walks.
YOUNG LEGENDS/ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Environmental education programs are a major focus within KINGSTON Community School. The school is strongly focused on environmental programs including agricultural learning and aquaculture with innovative approaches to education and developed community partnerships for positive environmental outcomes. 
The school’s Community Week program sees an intergenerational approach initiated with students and members of the community working together on learning and educational tasks within the school as well as externally. 
The school community is an active partner in KESAB’s Roadwatch program as well as participants in Coastalwatch and Waterwatch programs.
School classes are involved with the proactive local community group, the KINGSTON Tree Planters on various planting projects not only within KINGSTON but along the Coorong as well.

Biodiversity programs have been established as part of a Year 8 horticultural class and in particular the initiation of a biodiversity garden which continues to attract further avid gardeners who learn a sustainable methods of gardening.
SUGGESTIONS

Appropriate heritage signs on major arterial roads may provide opportunities for passing visitors to view the numerous historic sites and collections. From a streetscaping perspective a heritage style lighting approach may also add value to the KINGSTON experience.
Further to the above, to complement the KINGSTON’s historic restoration initiatives, Council and the community may wish to develop and encourage a consistent sign approach. An integrated timber theme or other selected concept in perhaps a heritage-style would add to the attraction and ambience within the town.

If not already in place, KINGSTON’s great achievement as being South Australia’s Tidiest Town for 2006 could be promoted on the District Council letterheads, envelopes, etc. Local businesses and tourism operators could also be encouraged to promote the town’s award. 

As local Aboriginal group, the Kungari Association has committed extensive resources to revegetate and restore the Rosetown area it has great potential to initiate cultural tours and ecotourism opportunities.

Congratulations to everyone involved in the KINGSTON Tidy Towns program and associated community action projects. 

Good luck with future initiatives and ‘challenges’ in helping to keep your part of Australia beautiful.

Dick Olesinski

National Tidy Towns judge

