[image: image1.jpg]kKeep 4L

Australia

Beautiful
Week

Bag





Media Release – [Insert date] August 2011

[Insert council name] gets behind  
Keep Australia Beautiful Week to help keep local streets litter free
Keep Australia Beautiful (KAB) Week kicks off on August 22nd with the theme ‘Litter – dropped on land, kills at sea!’ 

[Insert council name] is getting behind the campaign to remind residents that litter dropped on our streets, beaches and river banks can not only pollute waterways, but also poses a serious threat to wildlife. 
Around 8 million items of litter enter the marine environment every single day, with an estimated 70% of this litter ending up on the seabed, 15% on beaches and the remaining 15% floating to the surface.

According to [Insert Council spokesperson and title], “Around 80% of litter that ends up in the sea is from land based sources, with cigarette butts, food and drink wrappers and fishing gear making its way into our oceans and rivers through run-off from storm water drains, or being left on beaches and river banks.  
[insert comment about any local rivers or waterways and litter message here]  
Keep Australia Beautiful spokeswoman, Lara Shannon, added: “Entanglement and ingestion are the primary types of direct damage to wildlife caused by marine litter with at least 77 species of marine wildlife found in Australian waters being affected.    Litter is an avoidable environmental problem that we can all do something about, simply by doing the right thing.”

To help, [Insert local council name] is providing residents with some ‘top tips’ for keeping litter off our streets and out of local waterways.
· Always put your rubbish securely in a bin or recycle it whenever possible.  Don't throw any litter in the street or gutter as storm water drains flow straight to our waterways. 

· Secure your garbage bin lid so litter doesn’t blow free when emptied or if overfilled.

· Keep a carry/tidy bag in your car for your rubbish and for when you go walking near the ocean or other waterways.  Every piece of litter you pick up is one less that can cause harm.  

· Cigarette butts are the single biggest litter item and are harmful to wildlife on the land and in our waterways.  Always stub out your butts and put them in a bin. 

· Pack a waste-free lunch avoiding individual packets, plastic bags or cling wrap.  Pack in reusable containers or wraps. 

· Never allow toxic chemicals such as paints, fertilizers or pesticides and oils to enter the storm water system where it can flow into the ocean, poisoning marine animals and plants.

· [Insert local litter tips here]

The Hungry Jack’s ‘Bag it and Bin it’ program is Principal Sponsor of Keep Australia Beautiful Week with Hungry Jack’s in [insert council region here if you have a local Hungry Jack’s restaurant nearby] featuring themed tray liners to remind their customers of the need to dispose of their packaging waste responsibly.   

To find out ways you can get involved or tips on how to ensure your litter doesn’t end up in our rivers and oceans, visit the Keep Australia Beautiful website at www.kab.org.au 
- ends – 

For further please contact:

· [Insert Council media contact] 

· Lara Shannon, Keep Australia Beautiful  T:  0415 076 015 E: laras@kab.org.au
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