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COMMUNITY ACTION/ PARTNERSHIPS

HORSHAM is a busy city with a vibrant and caring community in Victoria’s centrally located Wimmera region. HORSHAM’s long tradition continues in the state and national Tidy Towns program with the community involved in numerous tasks associated with ensuring the city’s sustainable future. 

HORSHAM Tidy Towns successfully initiates broad alliances to improve its environment and complements the HORSHAM Rural City Council’s strategic approach to principles of sustainability.

Tidy Towns projects and associated activities are coordinated by HORSHAM Tidy Towns, a group of community members who are committed to ensuring the city continues to be well presented and maintained. Members undertake numerous projects to preserve HORSHAM’s reputation as being one of the state’s and nation’s Tidiest Towns.

The city’s proud and welcoming signs promote their commitment to the Tidy Towns program. They visually raise awareness of the need to keep HORSHAM tidy to both local residents and the many thousands of tourists who visit HORSHAM each year.

HORSHAM Rural City Council is committed to partnering with its residents to develop its assets and foster community spirit. Council staff are active supporters of Tidy Towns objectives both as Council representatives and as local residents.

As a result, numerous community, business, and service organisations form alliances to provide long term assets for the benefit of residents and visitors.

One notable example is the Haven Recreation Reserve Committee, Haven Hall Committee, Haven Primary School and Haven Tennis Club who have been working together over an extended period to improve facilities at Haven. Numerous voluntary hours have been expended on a host of projects that have provided a model for others in the community to follow.

The HORSHAM North Community Engagement Project is an ideal example of consultation and collaboration. The project commenced with a comprehensive community survey and has continued to engage residents, the community, government and business through the project governance structures, planning activities and work that is undertaken on the project’s community enterprise initiatives.

HORSHAM’s own Tidy Towns Awards increase community awareness of environmental management practices. They also encourage the community to be innovative in environmental protection, beautification and sustainability. The initiative provides an opportunity to recognise and reward effort in environmental care and commitment.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION & INNOVATION

Environmental innovation and sustainability are major elements of HORSHAM’s residents’ commitment to their local environment. 

Extensive environmental protection programs managed by a broad network of partners are a feature in and around the city. 
The commitment to numerous environmental care and restoration projects bears the testimony that HORSHAM’s residents more than care for their local environment.

Great example is the Wimmera River Improvement Committee who have been caring for and improving the environmental and aesthetic values of HORSHAM’s Wimmera River for many years.
Another includes the Grampians to Little Desert Committee of Management which was formed to create a wildlife link from the Grampians to the Little Desert, a distance of approx 80 kms. The project revegetates creek frontages, crown land reserves, private properties and road reserves.

HORSHAM’s Tidy Towns Management Plan focuses on the national Tidy Towns Award judging criteria. It provides a strategic approach to tasks associated with the national and state based program ensuring an integrated approach to sustainability.

WATER & ENERGY CONSERVATION

Water and energy conservation is high on the community and Council’s environmental agenda with various initiatives in place.

The reuse of treated stormwater is a priority within HORSHAM with hundreds of megalitres of this precious resource being retained and recycled as part of reuse schemes. 

Examples include the HORSHAM Golf Club and in and around new housing development projects within the city. Rainwater tanks and pollution controls are also evident throughout the community. 

The Police Paddock Nature Reserve’s stormwater retention ponds enable the reuse of water for public reserves and parks. Australian native plants are also a feature in waterwise gardens and contribute to ‘greening’ the city during long standing, drought conditions. 

HORSHAM’s Weir Park Wetland development is another innovative example of a stormwater improvement project that benefits the local environment. It also assists with raising community pride in the improved amenity of the area. 

Extensive care has been undertaken in the planning of the development, in particular to the area’s recreational and sustainable use, together with eliminating pollution of the adjacent Wimmera River. Creative and natural methods are used to reduce and filter the effects of stormwater pollutants on local waterways.

RESOURCE RECOVERY/LITTER & WASTE MANAGEMENT

Local businesses, industry and community members continue to ensure in excess of 30 ‘Adopt–a–Spot’ and approx 150kms of ‘Adopt-a-Highway’ sites are free of litter and waste.

Positive litter control strategies and the community’s commitment to keeping HORSHAM litter free throughout the city is evident with numerous bins in place, together with butt bins as well as doggy doo bin sites established.

HORSHAM’s ‘Walk for Waist/Waste’ program, introduced by Tidy Towns, is an innovative way to encourage people to get physically active and keep walking tracks and public spaces free of litter. Colourful T-shirts are provided to identify participants doing their bit for keeping HORSHAM litter free.

Resource recovery initiatives are an integral part of HORSHAM’s commitment to reducing impact on landfill facilities. 

Extensive recovery and recycling programs are in place with well organised community and school recycling systems underway. 

Numerous collection and diversion systems are available to enable the community to maximise the numerous facilities to recover resources. 

Wimmera Recycling Company’s education facilities attract numerous school and community groups and raises awareness of what materials can be recycled and reused.

Schools also continue to educate students regarding the need to be involved in a broad range of waste minimisation and recycling initiatives.

HERITAGE & CULTURE

Protecting and restoring HORSHAM’s cultural heritage is high on the community’s priorities with numerous examples of projects evident throughout the city. 

Notable example is the restoration of Aboriginal cultural items which typifies commitment to cultural preservation. 

Barengi Gadjin Land Council is an active indigenous organisation represents the interests of the five Traditional Owner groups of the Wimmera Mallee region, the Wotjobaluk, Wergaia, Jaadwa, Jadawadjali, and Jupagalk people. The Council’s role is to facilitate cultural heritage programs as well as ensuring the responsibilities arising under Traditional Owner laws, customs and values are carried out under a broad base of objectives and tasks.

A unique partnership and celebration between HORSHAM Rural City Council and the Land Council has led to the development and inception of an annual ‘Welcome Baby to Country’ ceremony with the support of the ‘Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start’ program. The ceremony celebrates the birth of Indigenous babies and acknowledges the role of parents, carers and families in their growth and development.

The city’s street signs are an innovative approach to promoting and interpreting the community’s rich heritage. Signs celebrate significant Aboriginal culture together with early settlers and property squatters. 

YOUNG LEGENDS/ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

HORSHAM’s environmental programs are integrated within the curriculum in all schools throughout the city. 
In particular, HORSHAM College and HORSHAM Lutheran Primary School have a major commitment to waste reduction and recycling together with extensive water conservation approaches. 
This enables the broader network of students, teachers and parents being great contributors to numerous environmental improvement initiatives. 
Notable examples include HORSHAM College’s canteen cardboard recycling and litter audits. 

All cardboard generated is recycled and then collected by Wimmera Wastebusters on a weekly basis. Regular litter audits conducted across both school sites enable adjustments to be made to packaging of items sold in canteens.

Students also participate in the annual Grampians Regional Waste Management tour to 

Melbourne to view examples of best practise associated with waste minimisation. 
In order to keep raising awareness of the need to reduce waste, recycling tips are also included in school newsletters. 
HORSHAM’s education networks are strongly focused on environmental best practice with innovative approaches to education and developed community partnerships for positive environmental outcomes. 

SUGGESTIONS

To complement current beautification programs already in place in HORSHAM, opportunities become available to further encourage business and industry to add native landscaping in and around facilities. An industry garden competition may assist in encouraging participation.
With water conservation high on the community and Council’s environmental agenda, there is an opportunity to encourage tourism and accommodation facilities to raise visitor awareness of the need to reduce water use through signs, dual flush toilets, etc.

With effective Barengi Gadjin Land Council strategies and partnerships in place and being developed, there may be an opportunity to use this approach as a model for other communities to embrace.
Congratulations to everyone involved in the HORSHAM Tidy Towns program and associated community action projects. 

Good luck with future initiatives in helping to keep your part of Australia beautiful and sustainable.

Dick Olesinski

National Tidy Towns judge

