HUNGRY JACK’S Australian Tidy Towns 2007 Program Report

Community: 
CUE  WA 
  Date judged: 19 February 2007
Population: 
approx 270
Organising Group: CUE Tidy Towns Committee (TTC) in partnership with CUE Shire.
Contact Names: 
Vicki Blackmore TTC Coordinator Phone: 08 9963 1041
COMMUNITY ACTION/ PARTNERSHIPS

CUE’s Tidy Towns committee works in partnership with a range of groups on projects for the town’s sustainable future. 
The CUE Shire has been involved in hosting the committee and provides ongoing support to the group. Situated in the dry, hot conditions of remote outback WA, the community has numerous challenges before them that they are currently managing, in particular water conservation. A newly proclaimed historic town, the community promotes itself as Living Gold Rush History. 
Disused shops in the main street continue to be cleaned and restored by the community with colourful displays installed within shop windows interpreting the town’s rich history.
The well maintained Brockman Park, situated within the town’s centre, is a great example of a community project, designed and constructed by the local Indigenous community. It is a joint CDEP/TAFE College project commemorating an important local family, the Brockmans. The park features a host of water wise plants introduced to conserve water as well as numerous built features designed to attract visitors.  
The Shire guides and encourages the community to ensure that homes and private gardens are tidy and maintained. The Shire ensures that approaches to the town, gardens and sporting areas are well tended within an arid environment.
The restoration of Milly Soak, an extensive community project, saw numerous volunteers assist in clearing and restoring the town’s original fresh water source utilised by early settlers. To ensure the safety of visitors to the soak, a rustic fence was constructed, interpretative signs installed together with extensive weeding around the area’s historic grave site. 
Dusty Clinch, the town’s Tidy Towns Youth Award recipient is to be commended for his support of the project as well as other initiatives.

CUE’s community newsletter, ‘The Dryblower’ effectively promotes Tidy Towns activities to the general community. ‘Word of mouth’ approaches are also used to encourage participation in Tidy Towns-related projects.

The CDEP scheme works in partnership with the community to enable effective work experience programs are initiated for mutual benefit and ultimately an indigenous employment path.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION & INNOVATION

Water conservation approaches are a priority within CUE with numerous homes installing water tanks as well as introducing native plants within residences.

Another great water saving initiative is the recycling of 44 gallon drums as a unique system used to water the town’s plants and gardens. Colourfully painted by the town’s school children, the drums also raise awareness of the need to further conserve water.
Water and energy conservation initiatives have been put in place by the Shire and include timer switches at the town’s sports courts together with the upgrading of the town’s oval area in order to increase moisture content of the grass, reducing the need for extended watering periods.

The Nallan Lake project, identified by CUE’s Tidy Town’s committee together with the Shire plans to fence riparian areas around the waterways that lead to the lake in order to reduce the stock damage that can cause erosion and sediment damage. The Shire has also taken a leading role in protecting the lake’s natural environment including its vast birdlife as well as native flora and fauna by erecting signs to discourage campers in an isolated area from town.
RESOURCE RECOVERY/LITTER & WASTE MANAGEMENT

With a large indigenous community living within the town, CUE is committed to promoting aboriginal culture. Numerous members of the community continue to be involved in clean up projects in and around the township.

Numerous litter and butt bins are in place throughout the township to reduce the incidence of litter within a dry, harsh outback environment. 
Various recycling initiatives are in place for community participation including organic materials recycled for compost, scrap metal, engine oil as well as used printer cartridges. This effort is to be commended as the community is situated in an isolated region of outback Western Australia.
Besides the school community being avid recyclers, aluminium cans are collected for recycling by the community as a fundraiser for the school.
Unique approaches to CUE’s litter prevention and clean up projects include the ‘Walk for Wubbish’ community event, CUE’s ‘Colossal Clean Up’, a Shire hard rubbish collection together with regular sausage sizzle events to thank community volunteers for their efforts in keeping CUE free from litter.

HERITAGE & CULTURE

The preservation of heritage is important to recognise CUE’s rich and unique background. As a result, maintaining historic buildings are lasting examples of the pride evident within the community. From the post office, courthouse and police building to the bank, goal and rotunda in the main street, the community is committed to preserving CUE’s proud past.  
CUE’s self guided Heritage Trail brochure identifies and interprets 17 different points of cultural significance in and around the township.

CUE’s Museum, managed by Nabil Rowland, is a unique facility that provides visitors with a taste of the region’s rich gold mining culture. Numerous artefacts collected from in and around the region’s past mining areas are featured and promoted as ‘Rowland’s Relics’. 
Previously the Old Municipal Chambers, exhibits within retrace the early development of CUE and the town’s role in the gold mining era. The building also forms part of CUE’s Heritage Trail.

The extensive Queen of the Murchison Hotel restoration project is a fine example of a family’s commitment to historic preservation in CUE. It demonstrates the family’s dedication to providing a major tourist service for CUE and the region. Featured within the well established B&B facility is a priceless vintage Harley Davison motor cycle collection.

YOUNG LEGENDS/ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

CUE Primary School is committed to developing community pride amongst its students. Students conduct recycling audits with one result being the reuse of cardboard for art projects. Other extensive environmental improvement programs are conducted within the school including recycling, initiating litter reduction approaches together with ongoing beautification of the school’s facilities situated in a dry, arid environment.
The school has also achieved accreditation as a Waterwise school which augers well for the community in becoming sustainable water users.
Environmental awareness programs continue to educate children to encourage them to become actively involved both at school and within the home environment.

SUGGESTIONS

If not already in place, CUE’s Tidy Towns achievement could be promoted on the Shire’s letterheads, envelopes, etc. Local businesses could also be encouraged to promote the award. Promoting the community’s great achievement may assist in deriving positive promotional opportunities. 

As CUE is now recognised as WA’s Tidiest Town for 2006, there may be an opportunity to encourage further beautification initiatives around the town’s commercial/industrial precinct, particularly in planting programs to assist with providing natural and visual barriers.

The resort’s annual garden competition is a great way to encourage community participation in beautifying homes and gardens. To further recognise positive achievement, a ‘Tidy Garden’ sign could be produced and fixed to the winning garden each year.
To assist with eliminating animals causing litter problems, it is suggested the relevant state authority be contacted to install lids on waste and litter bins situated in adjacent parking bay areas.

As CUE is within a dry and harsh arid environment, the Tidy Towns committee may be able to encourage the watering of gardens during the cool part of the day to reduce evaporation during the heat of the day.
Congratulations to everyone involved in the CUE’s Tidy Towns and associated community action programs. 

Good luck with future initiatives and ‘challenges’ in helping to keep your part of Australia beautiful.

Dick Olesinski

National Tidy Towns judge

