Australian Tidy Towns 2009 Program Report

Community: 
CALOUNDRA Qld 
Date judged: 18 November 2008
Population: 
approx 41 000
Organisers:
CALOUNDRA Tidy Towns Committee in partnership with the Sunshine Coast Regional Council (SCRC)
Contact: 
Terri Shine SCRC Phone: 0407 036736

Email: Terri.Shine@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au

COMMUNITY ACTION/ PARTNERSHIPS

CALOUNDRA is a vibrant and environmentally aware city, situated within an hour’s drive of Brisbane. Gateway to Queensland’s Sunshine Coast, CALOUNDRA is promoted as a seaside escape and the perfect base to explore the entire region. 

CALOUNDRA has a relaxed lifestyle that complements its natural environment which includes numerous beaches and a picturesque hinterland as a backdrop. Residents and visitors are attracted to the geographically diverse nature of the area which includes lush rainforests and numerous botanical, environmental and national parks.
CALOUNDRA has a rich and varied heritage with residents having a desire to maintain and preserve its history. The community is friendly, enthusiastic and dedicated to caring for their unique environment.  
The Sunshine Coast Regional Council works in partnership with the community to ensure that homes and private gardens are tidy and maintained in a diverse environment. Council ensures that approaches to the city, including signs and features, public parks, waterwise gardens and sporting areas and median strips are well tendered.

Volunteers play an enormous role in ensuring CALOUNDRA thrives and maintains its reputation as a caring and committed community. Various groups including anti-litter, historical and environmental groups work in partnership with the CALOUNDRA Tidy Towns group and Council to achieve positive social, environmental and economic outcomes. 

CALOUNDRA’s active Tidy Towns group consists of representatives of numerous community groups all who have a range of skills and local knowledge ensuring the effective coordination of tasks.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION & INNOVATION

Numerous voluntary environmental groups work in alliances with the Sunshine Coast Regional Council and effectively contribute to CALOUNDRA’s well managed environment. Extensive rehabilitation of the region’s unique environment are being carried out by numerous ‘Friends’ groups with support from expert Council staff. 

One such example is the Friends of Currimundi Lake, an active group of community members who are part of an extensive network of similar groups within the catchment area that are responsible for cooperatively managing their respective areas of interest. 
Friends of Moffat Beach Forest have an exceptional relationship with the Sunshine Coast Regional Council in the restoration of a unique remnant rainforest environment. The partnership has seen vast amounts of feral weeds removed, extensive plantings undertaken as well as ongoing maintenance programs underway for the area’s sustainable future.
Pumicestone Passage, part of the Moreton Bay Marine Park and adjacent to CALOUNDRA, is an area that is recognised as a wetland of international significance due to its natural environment as well as habitat for migratory birds. Broad community/government/business partnerships are in place to protect this unique ecosystem.

WATER CONSERVATION & ENERGY INNOVATION
CALOUNDRA’s water recycling programs are extensive in ensuring the local golf club course is watered together with sporting grounds and reserves. Numerous of Council’s public facilities have water saving initiatives in place such as underground water tanks installed to supply toilet facilities, spring loaded taps as well as waterless urinals. 
Facilities also have energy saving lighting and skylights installed to reduce energy use.
Council is also committed to the purchase of GreenPower to be used by council’s administration building in CALOUNDRA. The power is sourced from renewable energy such as wind and solar power which will reduce council’s environmental footprint.
RESOURCE RECOVERY/LITTER & WASTE MANAGEMENT

CALOUNDRA’s recycling and resource recovery initiatives divert extensive tonnes of waste from landfill each year. 

Separate undercover collection areas at CALOUNDRA’s Pierce Avenue Landfill site allow the deposit of additional recyclable materials. The site also enables the recycling of an extensive array of waste materials. 

The site’s extensive and well managed Resales Centre also generates a funding source for the benefit of local community programs. 

CALOUNDRA has an extensive network of public recycling facilities located in high traffic areas to maximise efforts in resource recovery.

Numerous litter, dog doo bag dispensers and cigarette butt bins are also located throughout the city’s CBD and high visitation areas and emptied and cleaned regularly. 

Community group, the Stunned Mullets, are a unique group of early morning swimmers who ensure the beach areas around Caloundra are kept free of litter and marine debris. The group are also responsible for raising thousands of dollars through fundraising projects which benefit CALOUNDRA’s local community projects.

The Night Eyes community group operates two boats in the Pumicestone Passage and patrols the surrounding region collecting litter and marine debris as well as engaging in weed removal and extensive planting programs.

HERITAGE & CULTURE
Heritage restoration and preservation is on a large scale in CALOUNDRA with numerous buildings and sites caringly preserved. Private and public buildings are professionally restored providing a welcoming character which is inviting to residents and visitors alike. 
Numerous CALOUNDRA residents are committed to preserving the city’s proud heritage. Members of various groups are dedicated volunteers who have the foresight to preserve the city’s rich history for the benefit of future generations. 
Outstanding example includes the old CALOUNDRA Lighthouse, the oldest building in CALOUNDRA, which was in danger of disappearing forever. As a result of the dedication of the Friends of CALOUNDRA Lighthouses, it was safely returned to its original position. 
Another example is the CALOUNDRA based and community owned and managed Queensland Air Museum, an extensive and priceless collection and preservation of the nation’s aviation heritage, staffed by a large group of volunteer members.
YOUNG LEGENDS/ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Environmental awareness and education programs are an integral part of education in CALOUNDRA with students actively involved in numerous community activities and partnerships. 

Notable example is Our Lady of the Rosary’s initiatives that include their 'Car-free Challenges', in which they monitor individual classes’ use of vehicles to and from school, extensive tree planting projects in partnership with Council and innovative solar cooking programs.
Our Lady of the Rosary’s Future Vision is: As responsible stewards of our environment we educate for and take action to embedded environmentally sustainable practices in all facets of our school, homes and community. 
Programs for CALOUNDRA’s youth are well coordinated and include the Turtle Care program together with the well organised and award winning Night Eyes litter reduction project. 
Young student, Jazz Morris is to be commended on her commitment to the Turtle Care project and her knowledge and understanding of the plight of the turtles in and around CALOUNDRA.
Future Leaders is an innovative program for CALOUNDRA’s youth developed by the Sunshine Coast Youth Partnership. The program ensures young members are involved in worthwhile projects through demonstrated leadership and business, community and industry engagement. 

SUGGESTIONS

To assist with complementing the welcoming amenity of the city, a great opportunity to engage with industry to encourage visual barriers in industrial areas, in particular opposite Christian College on CALOUNDRA Way.
CALOUNDRA is a hospitable and welcoming community. An entrance statement could be developed promoting a historic or cultural aspect. As in many communities around Australia, entry statements also provide opportunities to promote Tidy Towns achievements and encourage visitor care. Involving the community in developing the design may also provide an opportunity to engage public participation.

The dedication of the Friends of CALOUNDRA Lighthouses is more than evident. Possibility to interpret this unique heritage through displays, etc in the building adjacent to the restored lighthouse.

The introduction of a sign strategy for the Council may be opportune to provide a consistent approach to the host of various designs of signs for commercial and tourism attractions.

Recommend continuing to encourage ‘Adopt-a-‘programs as an effective method of encouraging schools, community groups or service organisations to take ‘ownership’ of public facilities or sites around the city. 

Congratulations to everyone involved in the CALOUNDRA’s Tidy Towns and associated community action programs. 

Good luck with future initiatives in helping to keep your part of Australia beautiful and sustainable.

Dick Olesinski

National Tidy Towns judge

