HUNGRY JACK’S Australian Tidy Towns 2007 Program Report

Town/Community: 
BENALLA Victoria     Date judged: 5 December 2006
Population:

approx 9 000
Organising Group/s: BENALLA volunteers in conjunction with 

BENALLA Rural City (BRC)
Contact Names: 
Sharon Zimmerman (BRC)  Phone: (03) 5760 2600 

COMMUNITY ACTION/ PARTNERSHIPS

BENALLA, situated on picturesque Lake Benalla, represents Victoria for the second successive year in the national Tidy Towns program. A diverse range of projects make up the community‘s commitment to Tidy Towns and other related environmental and beautification approaches. Residents have a strong sense of community and pride with an outstanding example being the memorial in the Botanical Gardens which celebrates BENALLA‘s favourite son, Sir Edward ‘Weary’ Dunlop.

BENALLA’s network of volunteers continues to play an important role, in partnership with Council and numerous other advisory committees and community volunteers in enhancing the local environment for a sustainable future. 

Numerous projects completed and currently underway complement an approach which enhances the image, vitality and promotion of BENALLA as a sustainable community. A well-designed, unique and colourful community mural artwork provides a hospitable welcome to the many thousands of tourists who visit each year – a true testament to the numerous community members who made it possible.

Moira Reserve is a unique example of the development of an Aboriginal community garden involving a partnership approach between the local indigenous community, the Tomorrow:Today Foundation, an organisation that represents the general community as well as the Rural City Council. Mention must be made of local Koori and Indigenous Reference Group representative, Chris Thorne’s commitment to the project by increasing community understanding and ownership, particularly by youth within BENALLA.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION & INNOVATION

BENALLA has a strong commitment to broad environmental protection and innovation which aims at preserving the important natural values of the area and to encourage and promote sustainable use and development.

BENALLA is involved with a new initiative, the North East Greenhouse Alliance that looks at talking problems associated with climate change. Elements being developed include climate change and community adaptation, alternative fuels as well as a sustainable schools program.

The Save Our Stringybark project is a collaborative approach to raising community awareness of this rare tree species in and around BENALLA. As a result, a host of educational activities and resources have been developed to ensure the trees sustainability. 

BENALLA’s Balanced Productive Soils project is designed to demonstrate the need for a balance of soil nutrients and biota for sustainable, healthy and productive pastures through a range of demonstration sites, grazing and fertiliser trails, soil testing and field days. 

The Lake Benalla Walk and guided tour brochure successfully interprets the areas natural environment and complemented by sites of cultural significance.

The Regent Honeyeater is an endangered bird species, with numbers declining seriously. As a result, Ray Thomas and his network continue to make significant contributions to restoring its habitats together with other native fauna species, also mostly endangered.

BENALLA’s Sustainable Land Management Directory is a helpful community resource which provides information regarding environmental care and who can assist. Local environment groups, Council and the overall community collaboratively worked on compiling the directory to promote and encourage positive environmental awareness and actions.
RESOURCE RECOVERY/LITTER & WASTE MANAGEMENT

The BENALLA community is committed to a broad range of recycling programs currently in place. 

BENALLA’s Rural City Council leads by example by working towards better waste reduction in its offices by introducing the WRAP (Waste Reduction Action Plan) as a guide to employees. The action plan will not only save money, the environment will be improved as participants change attitude and behaviour.
A unique weekly waste and recycling collection service to numerous rural deposit sites enables a broad cross section of the community to be involved in reducing household waste as well as being able to recycle a range of materials.

BENALLA Rural City Council’s building industry education project encourages builders to recycle materials instead of being sent to landfill. It also reduces run off from sites that has the potential to pollute local rives and lakes.

HERITAGE & CULTURE

Numerous community groups are involved in a broad range of historic restoration programs which effectively preserves BENALLA’s rich culture. 
The BENALLA Historical Society is one such volunteer group that manages the Costume and Pioneer Museum, home to approx 2 000 historic items. The museum, which also incorporates the Visitor Information Centre, displays an extensive collection of Ned Kelly memorabilia as well as a collection celebrating the life of Sir Edward ‘Weary’ Dunlop.

The museum is a major attraction for visitors interested in history. It provides a broad range of historical and visitor information professionally interpreting BENALLA’s and the broader district’s rich heritage.

Volunteers from the BENALLA Historical Society and Family History Group formed an alliance on the Ned Kelly sign project to provide extensive commitment to research Kelly historical information for BENALLA’s part of the Ned Kelly Touring Route.

Moira Reserve culturally interprets an Aboriginal community garden project which involves a partnership approach between the local indigenous community, the Tomorrow:Today Foundation and the Rural City Council.

As a result of damage caused to graves, BENALLA’s College’s Year 11 and 12 students of the Community Services class successfully restored numerous graves particularly those of several children for whom no remaining relatives could be found. 
The project was supported by donations from a local hardware store, a grant from the state government together with guidance provided by the Family History Group. 

YOUNG LEGENDS/ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

BENALLA’s education system is committed to various environmental care and restoration projects. 

Notable example is the Warrenbayne Primary School community. Totalling 12 students, the school’s environmental projects include the protection of the endangered Regent Honeyeater, plant propagation and planting initiatives as well as participating in Saltwatch and Waterwatch programs. 
Students have established a vegetable garden, are responsible for numerous waste reduction and recycling initiatives, compost food scraps in compost bins and worm farm as well as encouraged to use minimal packaging with lunches with regular rubbish free lunch days.

A strong sense of responsibility to environmental care is encouraged with students demonstrating a keen sense of pride in their school and its surroundings.

BENALLA Rural City Council has developed a unique partnership with Latrobe University Environmental Management & Ecology students in undertaking tasks associated with BENALLA’s Flood Mitigation Scheme as well as vegetation management monitoring.
SUGGESTIONS

Entry statements are an ideal way to attract new visitors to a community. BENALLA has a proud heritage. A well-designed interpretation of that heritage may provide another way to share BENALLA’s wonderful attractions. Involving the community in the design may be opportunity to engage public participation in providing a welcoming attraction.

If not already in place, BENALLA’s Tidy Towns achievements could be promoted on Council’s stationery. Local businesses and tourism operators could also be encouraged to promote the awards and may provide positive promotional outcomes. 

To complement the historic features within BENALLA, it may be worth considering a consistent sign approach to promote the many facilities/services available within the community. A heritage-style approach would add to the ambience of the city.

As BENALLA is now recognised as Victoria’s Tidiest Town for 2005 and 2006, and to complement the city’s great streetscape presentation, perhaps industrial areas within the city may be encouraged to get involved in street planting and adopt their verges as part of the city’s beautification programs. 

To assist with encouraging further involvement within the community, incentives are a great method of enthusing participation. A ‘Best Industrial or Commercial Site’ Award or BENALLA’s annual ‘Tidiest Street’ Award may galvanise the community further to become part of existing beautification programs in place.
Congratulations to everyone involved in the BENALLA’s Tidy Towns program and associated community projects. 

Good luck with future initiatives and ‘challenges’ in helping to keep your part of Australia beautiful.

Dick Olesinski

National Tidy Towns judge

