Australian Tidy Towns 2009 Program Report

Town/Community: ATITJERE Hart’s Range NT 
   Date judged: 24 Nov 2008
Population: 
approx 250
Organisers:
Arltarlpilta Community Government in partnership with Central Desert Shire
Contacts: 
Russell Naismith & Tony Schaber - Phone: (08) 8956 9773

Deidre Finter Central Desert Shire Services Manager

Email: deidre.finter@centraldesert.nt.gov.au

COMMUNITY ACTION/ PARTNERSHIPS

ATITJERE Hart’s Range is situated approx 250kms north east of Alice Springs, off the Northern Territory’s Plenty Highway. The Arltarlpilta Community Government, in partnership with the Central Desert Shire, takes on the role with support of community members of coordinating the numerous activities underway within ATITJERE Hart’s Range. 
The community’s dedication to the Tidy Towns program is recognised as the 2008 Territory’s Tidy Towns award winner. It celebrates the high standard achieved as a result of the small community’s cooperative approach to the Tidy Towns program. 
Numerous past Tidy Towns awards recognise and pay testament to the community’s commitment to beautify and improve areas in and around the town.
Besides being successful in the overall award, the community also won Keep Australia Beautiful Territory’s Best Small Town, Best Litter Management and Best Environmental Health & Action Awards.
Projects in particular focused on beautification, recycling, resource recovery and cultural preservation programs. Notable example of the community’s charitable spirit was raising the funds to bitumise the town’s entrance road to welcome visitors and to reduce dust within the community.

The town is well served with an active CDEP program, a busy community supermarket, sporting facilities and mechanical workshop.

Well kept sporting facilities are maintained with the community encouraged to get involved in activities to ensure a healthy lifestyle. Residents demonstrate pride in keeping public and private areas clean and free from litter.
RESOURCE RECOVERY/LITTER & WASTE MANAGEMENT

There is major focus on recycling and resource recovery within the community with various items including bottles and cans being collected, packaged and recycled.
Members of the community are committed to ensuring the township and its surrounds are in particularly free of bottles and cans.
There is major focus on litter reduction with numerous colourfully painted bins in place throughout the community to help reduce unwanted litter within this unique outback environment. 
The town’s store manager, Russell Naismith is to be commended for his dedication and leadership skills in encouraging community action and pride in caring for ATITJERE Hart’s Range through Tidy Towns program initiatives, particularly the community’s successful bottle and can recycling program.

ENVIRONMENTAL & ENERGY INNOVATION
Extensive use of solar powered energy sources are a feature within the ATITJERE Hart’s Range community. The community’s power source is supported by a solar renewable energy system with solar panels positioned all each residence as well as sporting facilities to power the community’s solar water systems for domestic use.

HERITAGE & CULTURE

The community of ATITJERE Hart’s Range have a rich heritage and culture and are proactive in sharing and interpreting their country and heritage through traditional paintings and crafts. 
The Hart’s Range Akngerrekenhe Art Centre is a great example of numerous local artists displaying their wonderful interpretations of country and heritage. 
A well tendered native bush garden provides further opportunities to share culture with tourists and visitors. 
Recent history is also promoted at the centre through large interpretative sign panels describing the region’s rich mining background.

YOUNG LEGENDS/ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

The Hart’s Range Primary School teachers and students are committed to developing pride and general positive action amongst its community networks. 
Environmental improvement approaches are conducted within the school including recycling together with beautifying not only their school grounds, particularly their new garden project, but also painting colourful poles around the community in a harsh and hot arid environment.
Environmental awareness programs continue to educate children to encourage them to become actively involved both at school and within the home environment.

SUGGESTIONS

ATITJERE Hart’s Range’s Territory Tidy Towns Award is a great achievement for the community. An opportunity becomes available to promote that success on Council/Shire letterheads, envelopes, etc or other businesses within the town. 

An annual garden competition is a great way to encourage community involvement in beautifying homes and gardens. To further recognise achievements, a ‘Tidy Garden’ sign could be produced and fixed to the winning garden each year.
With the town winning the Territory’s Tidiest Town for 2008, there is a great opportunity to promote that achievement by placing a Tidy Towns sign on the entrance to the community and expose the award to the many tourists who use the connecting highway each year.
The community has successfully initiated the Hart’s Range Akngerrekenhe Art Centre. As a result, marketing opportunities become available to develop a promotional brochure to attract tourist to the town.
Congratulations to everyone involved in the ATITJERE Hart’s Range’s Tidy Towns program and associated community action programs. 

Good luck with future initiatives in helping to keep your part of Australia beautiful and sustainable.
Dick Olesinski

National Tidy Towns judge

