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Bypassed but not forgotten – Oatlands named Tasmania’s tidiest town for 2008
Oatlands has not only reinvented itself following the bypass of the Midlands Highway, but was today awarded the 2008 Tasmanian Tidy Towns Award.

Oatlands was crowned the winner at the Awards ceremony held in Ross, which won last year’s State Tidy Towns Awards.

Oatlands will now represent Tasmania at the Australian Tidy Towns Awards to be announced in Canberra in May 2009.

Keep Australia Beautiful Judge Barrie Muir said with the Midlands Highway bypassing Oatlands, the result was a slowing down of all aspects of the town, with the drought in recent years doing little to improve the situation.
“Inspiringly, Oatlands has enjoyed a welcome renaissance, most recently demonstrated by the Spring Festival as well as an increase in community spirit and the many volunteers who are so keen to make the township a great place to live,” Mr Muir said.

“Not only does Oatlands have the largest collection of Georgian sandstone buildings in Australia, but the obvious pride their residents have in them is very evident.
“The Heritage Highway project is also flourishing and the restoration of the 171 year old Callington flour mill is an exciting new development which is sure to attract visitors from around the nation and beyond.”

Bluff Beach in north west Tasmania was named the winner of the Clean Beach Challenge sponsored by Mount Franklin, announced as part of the Tidy Town Awards.

Mr Muir said Bluff Beach is only a stone’s throw from Devonport city and offers everything a family would want, all year round.
“A walk to the lighthouse, a visit to the unique aboriginal centre, a picnic on the lawns, facilitate to keep the children happy and a very active surf life saving club all combine to make this a perfect beach location,” he said.
“Very few beaches have so much to offer and are so close to home.  
“Bluff Beach is a great place to visit no matter what the season or the weather.”

Bluff Beach will now represent Tasmania in the National Clean Beach Challenge in 2009.

The 2008 Tasmanian Sustainable Cities Award was presented to Launceston City.

“Launceston has shown itself to be very strong not only in the areas of environment protection and waste management but also in the way it researches and promotes the heritage and culture which lies behind the building of what I believe to be one of the nation’s most interesting cities,” he said.

Launceston will now be Tasmania’s representative in the Australian Sustainable Cities Awards in 2009.

The four population category winners of the 2008 Tidy Town Awards were Chudleigh, Bothwell, Queenstown and Brighton.
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