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Media Release

Horsham Takes Out Overall Tidy Town Award 
Horsham was named the Overall Sustainable Communities – Tidy Towns winner at the Keep Australia Beautiful Victoria awards announced on Saturday 4 October.

The overall award was taken out by Horsham in a hotly contested field of thirteen regional Victorian towns that also saw a Judges Commendation awarded to last year’s winner Moe and the inaugural Small Town Achievers Award go to Orbost.

According to Keep Australia Beautiful Victoria CEO Wendy Jones “Horsham is well known for its wide streets, clean and well set out parks and gardens and the picturesque Wimmera River but there was so much more to Horsham and their entry this year that caught the judges eye.”

“The depth of community projects and activities is evident when you realise that Horsham was a finalist in six out of the nine individual category awards and were successful with their the Bio Link project in taking out the Biodiversity and Conservation Award” Jones said.

“In particular recognition should be given to the Welcome Baby to Country ceremony that is helping to broaden cultural understanding in the region, the activities of the Wimmera River Improvement Committee, the successful Waste Busters Recycling Program, the North Horsham Community Engagement Program and Horsham Rural City Council’s package of water conservation initiatives.” Jones added.

Supported by the Horsham Rural City Council, the active Horsham Tidy Towns Committee under the leadership of Mr Don Johns OAM engages a wide cross section of the community as they work hard to enhance their proud reputation as a ‘Tidy Town’ that cares about the environment and the broader sustainability of the area.

The 26th Annual Sustainable Communities – Tidy Towns Awards were held in Moe over a weekend of activities that, in addition to the Saturday night presentation function, included an interactive workshop with a sustainability theme, a welcoming cocktail function hosted by Latrobe City Council and a farewell breakfast on the Sunday. 
Horsham will now go onto represent Victoria in the 2009 Australian Tidy Towns Awards in Canberra in April, and will provide Horsham with another chance to claim the national title that they won previously in 2001.
Keep Australia Beautiful Victoria’s Sustainable Communities - Tidy Towns Awards are proudly sponsored by the ‘Do the Right Thing’ program of the Packaging Stewardship Forum Australian Food & Grocery Council, Grundfos Pumps and Cartridge World  and are in their 26th year of motivating, encouraging and celebrating the good work of regional communities throughout Victoria.
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For further information contact: 
Wendy Jones - Chief Executive Officer or Joanna Meyer - Awards & Admin. Coordinator
Keep Australia Beautiful Victoria on 9484 2399 
Wendy Jones is also available for media comment or interview on 0418 172 400

Keep Australia Beautiful Victoria

2008 Sustainable Communities - Tidy Towns Winners

Overall Sustainable Communities - Tidy Towns Award

Winner: Horsham

Judges Commendation: Moe

Small Town Achiever Award

Winner: Orbost

Dame Phyllis Frost Award 

Winner: Wendy Dowling - Dartmoor

Community Pride Award

Winner: Natimuk - Community Pride Initiatives

Judges Commendation: Boort - Community Pride Excels in Boort

Heritage and Culture Award 

Winner: Morwell - Immigration Wall of recognition

Judges Commendation: Lara - Lara Heritage Festival

Environmental Innovation Award 

Winner: Hastings - Blue Scope Steel Community Environmental Innovations

Zero Waste Award 

Winner: Marnoo - Community Recycling Project

Biodiversity and Conservation Award 

Winner: Horsham - Bio Link

Community Government Partnership Award 

Winner: Seymour - Seymour Youth and Fitness Club

Water Conservation Award 

Winner: Rainbow - Water for our Street Fronts

Young Leaders Award 

Winner: Rebecca McDonald - Lake Boga

Special Judges Award: Ballarat Grammar Junior School

Proud Schools Award 

Winner: Mildura West Primary School
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