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Introduction:
Frankston Foreshore was the winner of the 3rd Annual Clean Beach Challenge Award announced by Keep Australia Beautiful Victoria on 25 May 2007.  Frankston Foreshore was also the recipient of the Friendly Beach category award.
The Frankston Foreshore Reserve stretches along the coastline for five kilometers, from Long Island Tennis Club to Kackeraboite Creek.  Areas of significant natural flora within this reserve are covered for protection and enhancement, by an Environmental Significant Overlay (ESO1). This is extremely important as regrettably there is very little natural foreshore remaining along the eastern coast line of Port Phillip Bay.

Keep Australia Beautiful Victoria is pleased to nominate Frankston Foreshore as the Victorian Finalist in the 2008 Australian Clean Beaches Awards. 

About Frankston City:

Frankston City itself is situated on the eastern shores of Port Phillip Bay approximately 40 kilometers south of Melbourne. The municipality covers an area of about 131 square kilometers from Seaford Wetlands in the north, to Mt Eliza in the south, and the Western Port Highway in the east. The western boundary of the City is made up of about 10 kilometers of coastline along Port Phillip Bay.

Frankston City is strategically placed as the activity centre for the Mornington Peninsula and the nearby south east growth corridor of Melbourne. Currently, Frankston City provides regional shopping, education, health, community service, financial, recreation and leisure and entertainment facilities for a population catchment far greater than its municipal boundaries.
Frankston is a very popular beach destination in Victoria owing to good road and rail access and a full range of amenities.
About Frankston Foreshore:
The Frankston Foreshore has all that a beachgoer needs to enjoy a safe and enjoyable day out at a beach. It offers a safe clean environment, large grass areas for visitors to sit and relax and great clean sand areas on the foreshore.  It also has great signage to help all visitors make the most to their time at the beach.
A spectacular landmark bridge overlooking Port Phillip Bay is a major feature of the Frankston foreshore.  The bridge links the Pier Restaurant and the Frankston Yacht Club. This project was developed from one of the many goals from the Frankston Project and also the Community Plan. Both documents help to shape the City of Frankston for current and future generations.   
The raised bridge over Kananook Creek measures almost 20 metres in length and is part of a total space of the walkway extending 40 metres.  Four-metres wide, the arched suspension bridge features cutting-edge feature lighting for night viewing.  Portholes with glass inserts form a transparent view through the bridge floor extending across Kananook Creek, onto the foreshore promenade. The bridge links Frankston's foreshore boardwalk to the proposed Bay Trail and provides an exceptional location for viewing Port Phillip Bay.
The new bridge replaces the former bridge which was deteriorating significantly. It helps to create an icon for the waterfront to attract tourists and also creates an identity to attract tourists along the shoreline as well as a feature for residents of Frankston City to admire. 

The Visitor Information Centre is an architectural showpiece.  Its location, high-quality design and flexible utilisation of space assist in making Frankston one of the best tourism destinations on the Mornington Peninsula.  The Visitor Information Centre offers information and booking services.  It features a community meeting room and a retail area for merchandise sales.
Frankston City Council has worked closely with representatives of a number of special foreshore interest groups in developing the concept and design plans for the Frankston Waterfront of which the Frankston Foreshore is an integral part. These groups include the Council's Foreshore Advisory Committee, Frankston Beach Association, Kananook Creek Association, Frankston Coast Guard, Frankston Yacht Club, Parks Victoria, Frankston Life Saving Club and the Department of Sustainability and Environment.
In collaboration with the Frankston Beach Association, more than 1,000 indigenous coastal plant species have been planted as part of a revegetation program along the Frankston Foreshore from the pier south along the coastline to the car park opposite the Caltex Service Station (midway point on the timber boardwalk). This initiative has led to an increase in the biodiversity of foreshore flora communities and assisted in increasing fauna habitat.

The plantings of overstorey trees, shrubs and ground cover commenced in the autumn of 2004.  In addition to these plantings, there has also be continual protection and management of existing vegetation via ongoing treatment and control of weed species, litter collection and erosion control via weed matting and fencing.  A further 7,000 locally sourced indigenous plants have been planted within garden beds along the entry road by the Frankston Beach Association and by Frankston City Council. 
Other works undertaken include the redevelopment of the Frankston Surf Life Saving Club incorporating Waves on the Beach Restaurant which gives patrons a 180-degree view of the Bay. Dining opportunities have expanded further with the opening of Sofia on the Pier Family Restaurant on Pier Rd. Sofias includes a 250-seat restaurant/cafe and observation deck, again with spectacular views across Port Phillip Bay. 

There is increased open space at the regional playground, a new forecourt to the pier, a performance stage, public toilets with change facilities and a wash down area. In addition increased car parking at the Pier and Frankston Life Saving Club and traffic signals at the intersection of Pier Road and Nepean Highway have increased access to the Foreshore. 
An innovative arts installation designed by artist Louise Laverack funded by Arts Victoria  and Frankston City Council consisting of 22 modular components (poles) along the Frankston Pier provides a spectacular feature. The weather vanes are decorated with nautical signal designs that respond to the prevailing wind, while the movement of the waves is reflected in lighting panels embedded in the poles. Officially opened by the Premier of Victoria on 1st September 2004 the poles are admired by both tourists and locals alike.
A beautiful mosaic installation embedded into the pathway "stream" running between Sofia on the Pier Family Restaurant and the feature bridge on Kananook Creek reflects the unique terrain and sea life of the region on Port Phillip Bay.  Visitors to the waterfront can walk over the mosaic stream created by artist Anna Minardo.
A low curved wall of local granite supporting stainless steel letters expressing "FRANKSTON WATERFRONT" defines the approach and signals the entry point to the Frankston Waterfront. At night, the letters appear black against an illuminated granite wall with programmable LED lighting. During the day, they appear bright silver.
The Frankston Waterfront Pier Forecourt area has seen further enhancements including sandstone benches, stainless steel bollards, timber pier inserts, timber seating steps at Sofia on the Pier Restaurant and further landscaping works such as turf areas, garden beds, native planting and established trees.

In total Frankston Foreshore has the complete package – a friendly, clean, well cared for beach.

 
What makes Frankston Foreshore so special?
Frankston has a well developed a program to present a presence on the foreshore, both through patrols and through community groups to educate and protect the local communities. 
Frankston Foreshore has two dedicated and helpful ambassadors who hand out litter ashtrays, inform visitors with dogs about the availability of dog litterbags and promote sun smart messages.  Armed with local knowledge to point out other attractions that may be of interest, the ambassadors assist with any queries that members of the public may have while keeping a watchful eye on visitors to ensure that safety of all.

Frankston Foreshore is cleaned up regularly and many comments are received on the pristine nature of the beach.  Frankston City Council is the first council in Australia to have the Beach Tech 2000 beach cleaner which is an advance piece of equipment that sifts and rakes the sand, collecting difficult objects such as cigarette buttes and straws that some other beach cleaners leave behind.  
The diesel tractor that pulls the beach cleaner is very fuel-efficient, using approximately half the fuel of other comparable tractors, which was a high consideration for long-term environmental, community and cost benefits. 
The beaches are cleaned regularly with an even higher frequency during the peak season from November through to April.  Manual cleaning is also undertaken where mechanical cleaning cannot reach, or as required during peak periods to complement the mechanical cleaning.  Dredging of the mouth of the waterway also occurs once a month, due to the presence of soot build up and sand which is then filtered and returned to the beach.
The Frankston Beach Association has been going for twenty five years and its aim is ‘to assist Frankston City Council to preserve and improve the natural features of the Foreshore Reserve and to develop a higher quality beach environment for the benefit of the local community and visitors’.
With over 100 members and meeting weekly, this community group has cared for the beach over the past twenty five years. Its most rewarding task no doubt has been the revegetation and conservation of the foreshore reserves.  While the task continues to be a difficult and confronting one, it is tackled with gusto by the Frankston Beach Association.  

Coastal foreshore anywhere is one of the most difficult of all terrains in which to establish and maintain vegetation, and when fronting the prevailing westerly weather and in long periods of drought, as have been experienced for many years the task is even more difficult and challenging but this has not deterred the group.

The Frankston Beach Association’s work includes seed collecting, revegetation and the protection of the dune system, foreshore planning, public awareness, involving the community in revegetation, sharing expert knowledge, promoting the natural beauty and conservation of Oliver’s Hill and the foreshore, opposing environmentally unsound development of crown land, removing environmental weeds, removal of litter and applying for funds and grants to assist with the above.

Working closely throughout the year the with Frankston City Council, the Frankston Beach Association has also been assisted by students from Chisholm College, Japanese students from Monash University, Frankston North Rotary Club, the Green Team and numerous other community service groups.

As an indication of the commitment of the community to the beach, three of the current committee of the Frankston Beach Association today, namely Margaret Grice, Pat Bentley and Bob Graham were involved in organising the foundation meeting some twenty five years ago and have continued to put in many long hours over the journey.  Their tenacity and dedication over the years is acknowledged and greatly admired.

Not only is Frankston Foreshore such a natural beach area with many indigenous plant species but also an extremely clean, friendly and inviting one.

Proud Winners - Make Moe Glow Committee with Mayor Pat Claridge from host town, Benalla.
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