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Introduction
Kingston South East is located approximately 300 kilometres south of Adelaide on Lacepede Bay and part of the majestic and diverse Limestone Coast region; Kingston is named after Sir George Strickland Kingston, member of the first Legislative Council of the State and Deputy Surveyor General for South Australia.

Kingston was first surveyed in 1858 as a private township, by Kingston and the first construction started shortly thereafter.  Kingston was pioneered by pastoralists between 1845 and 1858 via large tracts as pastoral leases.  When leases expired the land was resumed and surveyed into Hundreds.

Originally known as Maria Creek in 1840, after the Brig Maria which was wrecked offshore in the vicinity, with all survivors losing their lives at the hands of aboriginals, the settlement was renamed Port Caroline after the ‘Caroline’ which took shelter locally from a storm.  The towns name was then further changed to Kingston South East after Sir George Kingston at the request of Governor Richard MacDonnell (1855-1862).

Kingston continues to experience residential growth and housing renewal fuelled by the sea change phenomenon and resulting coastal development, and the town’s much improved appearance, amenities and reputation.  Kingston’s current population is 2800 for the district.  During peak times tourism swells the population to approximately 4,000 – 5,000 people.

The township enjoys excellent sporting and other recreational facilities and access large stretches of pristine coast line from the district borders in the north to the sout.  The town boasts top class joint sporting facilities at Gall Park including large gymnasium, basketball, netball and squash courts, pool and oval.  There are many other activities available including high standard golf course, pony club, clay shooting, extensive safe beaches, foreshore areas and kilometres of bicycle and walking tracks and much more.

The community is a vibrant one and is well known for its hospitality and friendly nature.  This is evidenced by the many events co-ordinated by community groups including the largest on-shore fishing competition in Australia, State sanctioned triathlon, agricultural show and many more.

The district is economically underpinned by primary industry production, commercial fishing (especially southern rock lobster) and tourism including recreational fishing.  Lacepede Bay is ideally suited area with shallow waters, north facing and caters for safe recreational water pursuits.

Overall, the district has expansive beaches from the surf beaches north to the safe and protected beaches of the south, extensive foreshore areas including the Maria Creek development, bicycle and walking tracks, conservation parks for all to enjoy and many historical structures including the Cape Jaffa lighthouse.

The area has a wide array of holiday accommodation ranging from the caravan park to hotel/motel and rental all catering to the large number of visitors who enjoy the facilities and community environment. The town also has an outstanding museum and past architecture such as the Post Office, Old Bank Building, Old Council Chambers and Cape Jaffa lighthouse.  Many of these facilities are offered to the public through volunteers.

KESAB Achievements and Importance to Kingston SE

The community has been cooperatively working over many years to develop private and public spaces into an attractive district, with tidy towns successes being the culmination of dedicated work, linked to our strong relationship with KESAB and its many programs, but especially the pride that came through the Tidy Towns Program.

Over the past years Kingston has won 4 major awards.  In addition many community, school and other groups have won category awards over the years.

2002
Top ten and joint winner medium size town

2003
Top ten and winner medium size town

2005
Top ten and winner medium size town

2006
Top ten and winner medium size town


South Australia’s Tidiest Town 


KESAB Country Community of the Year
2008
Nomination in Clean Beaches Awards
Kingston is not the biggest town in the South East, but in using the KESAB Tidy Towns program, we have a drastic improvement in the amenity and presentation of our township and changed our township to one that prides itself in its community environment, cooperation and achievement.

No longer the poor relation of the South East, after a decade of dedication and effort to change perceptions and attitudes and improvement in the appearance and future of Kingston as a vibrant and growing town; we are now reaping the rewards for this sustained effort and structured development of the district.

Community Action

Kingston Tree Planters

Kingston Tree Planters is a hard working local volunteer group who continue to work tirelessly for the betterment of the community.  The group has been planning and planting gardens, 

aiding various beautification projects under the leadership of various local identities for over 20 years, and provide regular maintenance efforts including the not so glamorous task of pulling up weeds.

Activities involved in include:

· Trees for Life – free 

· Annual tree propagation and giveaway with over 40,000 trees in the past 10 years distributed and planted

· General weeding and garden maintenance

· Cemetery general maintenance

· Memorial/Apex/Lions Park general maintenance

· Roadside verges in township

· New garden areas 
· Memorial Park

· Town Hall improvements
· Roundabout

· Hospital

Kingston Town Improvement Committee 

(formerly Tidy Towns Committee)

This committee is a committee of the local Council and provides advice for ongoing improvement in the township and district, ranging from bin upgrades, KESAB programs such as litter or clean site programs and annual Clean Up Australia Day, free dump days and better utilisation of foreshore and beach environments. 

To assist with community engagement with KESAB programs the committee choose a tidy garden monthly to receive an award for garden management and/or improvement.  This along with the general effort of the community has greatly improved the private residences.  Ultimately the improvement of the public and private areas has promoted others to improve properties, it is infectious!  

The committee has been established for over 5 years and has handed out 60 plus awards to private residents, business operators and groups.  Each January all those awarded a prize are invited to a formal presentation at the Council meeting and individually acknowledged.

Kingston RSL

Kingston RSL Sub Branch was formed in 1920.  Memorial Park was dedicated in October 1920 and among other minor equipment park houses the war memorial dedicated to those who have served our district and Country, as well as equipment in a lovely garden setting  The club has been involved in many community projects over the years, and every year hosts the ever growing dawn service in the park.

The Kingston RSL has also been heavily involved in the Christmas tree and Kingston foreshore program over the past 50 years.
Kingston Community School 

The Kingston Community School is a unique and another key community organisation which also incorporates a TAFE facility on site, plus the community library jointly funded by the local Council and the State, swimming pool, extensive sporting and recreational facilities including netball, football, tennis, gymnasium, squash courts, maintains a marine radio base, undertakes aquaculture, and has strong linkages with Country Arts SA.

The school has a strong environmental curriculum and it begins from the earliest possible time that the children enter the school with reception level involved in recycling, to land rehabilitation with reception to year 12 children participating in the planting of the foreshore grassed area from ‘Len Lampits’ monument to Thredgold Beach, a distance of over 2.4 kilometres.    Outlined in the Young Legends part of this submission are the extensive activities undertaken by the school and Kindergarten. 

Kingston Lions Club

The Kingston Lions Club founding meeting was held on 11 December 1963.  The Kingston Lions Club is a vibrant and active club assisting in the community with projects including upgrading or installing new shelters and BBQ facilities, maintaining the Lions Park and undertaking various events such as the surf fishing competition and hosting of Australia Day celebrations.  The club is always willing to assist and continues to improve facilities, as well as assisting in the community in many capacities.

The club has a long history in community service including:

· Donated a new ambulance free of charge and a further $2700 toward the centre which was opened in 1967
· First junior fishing competition in 1967
· Club constructed in 1969
· Club established a school scholarship for year 11 students and over the past 35 years over 30 students have benefited
· Helped establish the Retirement Village and the first units
· Other donations include $15,000 to life saving equipment for the hospital, $2,500 to light the town’s airstrip, and $5,000 for school equipment at the new school in 1982
Activities also include:

· Upgrade Thredgold BBQ facility

· Assist at cemetery with shelters

· Established Lions Park

· Roadwatch – Princes Highway north of the township from the open zone for approximately 10 kilometres

· Run and manage surf fishing competition including the promotion of sound usage of the beach environment
· Joint partner in project to upgrade playground equipment in 2007

Senior Citizens Club

The Senior Citizens Club is another community organisation that provides important services and commitment to the betterment of our township.

The senior citizens clubrooms were built in 1981 after considerable fundraising.  The club runs various activities for the senior citizens of the area including indoor bowls, pool, cards and keep fit exercises on a weekly basis.

An important part of the club’s activities is its interaction with the school children of various ages during October, which is known as “Every Generation – it’s on for Young and Old”.  The club also interacts with Day Care and Lighthouse Lodge (aged care facility) residents and conduct a suitable keep fit program.  In October 2005 and 2006, school children and the club members packed over fifty shoe boxes of gifts for under privileged children in Cambodia.

Over the past 12 years the club has donated over $15,000 to the community and further donations have been provided to the Royal Flying Doctor Service, Cancer Research, and Blind and Deaf Association on an annual basis.
CWA

The Kingston Branch of the Country Women’s Association was formed in 1937.  Their main aim in the early days was to provide rest rooms for country mothers to have somewhere to feed and change their babies.  The group continues to meet and is one of the many groups that rallies to support our emergency services to provide food and drinks to firefighters.  Members continue to enjoy old handicraft and this provides products for raising donations which are passed on to supporting communities in times of fire, floods and natural disasters.

Red Cross

The Red Cross branch is active in the local community, raising money to help support local, state, national and international disasters.  The local branch undertakes many fundraising activities with a portion remaining for local projects such as the foreshore seats installed in 2006 at stops on the Kingston foreshore where Red Cross volunteers take residents from aged care facilities, for walks along the walking trails.

Volunteers in the Red Cross are trained to trace and register victims in the event of disaster, baby capsule supply and fitting, and medical transport helping older citizens attend medical appointments.

Other projects the groups fundraising efforts have gone to: are hospital curtains and an electric bed, Lighthouse Lodge kitchen items, television for the Kingston Supported Employment Service, tennis club playground and life education van support.

Sporting Clubs and Facilities

The sporting clubs of the district are also critical to the community environment, and provide extra activities and facilities in our community.  Kingston boasts many sporting and recreational facilities and clubs:
· Kingston Football Club

· Saints Netball Club

· Town Netball Club

· Tennis Club

· Bowling Club

· Golf Club

· Sporting Clay Shooters Club

· Cricket Club

· Gall Park facilities (use of joint school facilities under an agreement after normal school hours)

· Pony Club

· Sailing Club

· Recreational Fishing Association
The clubs and facilities available to the members and visitors of our community rely on 

community members and volunteers.

The bowling club recently refurbished its kitchen and this comes after completing extensive replacement of the bowling greens with synthetic greens which are lower cost and more environmentally friendly and water wise than lawned areas.  The club, located in the heart of the town, is highly utilised.

The tennis club, over the past 10 years, has upgraded all tennis courts, built a new playground with a shade canopy and intends further expansion of the verandah in coming years.

Kingston’s Golf Club epitomises the community’s willingness to lend a hand.  The club over the past two years has remodelled its course building and reshaping 15 of its 18 holes and fairways.  Over 4,400 voluntary hours of work in total has been donated to this major project during the past two years.  Members have provided 3,520 hours, and assistance from local earthmoving companies including driver and machine hours has been 475 hours, and the local Council has also provided 471 hours of machinery and voluntary hours.  Additionally local suppliers of seed and superphosphate have provided assistance.  The volume of earth moved and shaped is over 25,000 tonnes which includes backfilling. A major achievement for the club and township.
Another example of our proactive and contributing community is the establishment of the Kingston Sporting Clay Shooters Club approximately 2 years ago.  The clubs establishment has been undertaken by a small band of volunteers who worked through various planning, police and sporting association accreditation.  The first shoot had over 150 people attend.

The Kingston Football Club also have an important role in the community providing an economic stimulus to the community during the quieter winter time, and it also runs the off-shore fishing competition at Easter with a portion of fees donated to the Hospital Auxiliary in support of equipment and other purchases at the hospital.

The list of achievements and community support provided by our sporting clubs is continuous, it is sufficient to say they are another important component of our community environment.

Country Fire Service (CFS) 

The CFS was first established as the Emergency Fire Service and was organised by local land owners.  The CFS is part of region 5 and the local district consists of Kingston, Tilley Swamp, Taratap, Kielira, Marcollat, and Reedy Creek.

The CFS is highly active in the community and is a registered KESAB roadwatch group, attends and supports local events such as the Kingston triathlon, Christmas pageant, Kingston show and also provides water services to those who rely on rainwater but have run out.

The Kingston CFS group also has an active cadet group.

The Kingston CFS and State Emergency Service are co-located in Kingston and in 2005 the new emergency service centre was opened by the Minister, capping off a strong long term commitment to the community.  At the time of construction Kingston’s emergency centre was the largest in rural South Australia.  Prior to this the Council provided administrative support and a fire shed to the Kingston group adjacent to the current Kingston District Council Office.

Churches and Op Shop (Interchurch Council)

There are five church groups in the township; Anglican, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Assembly’s of God and Uniting Church.  They are all key groups in our township offering services such as the Op-shop, Christian Festival Society, Community Care Programme and of course religious teaching.

The five churches formed the Interchurch Council in February 2003 and they meet regularly to organise joint events such as the Easter Stations of the Cross and undertake fundraising to support the Chaplaincy service at the Kingston School.

The Op-shop has been operating for over 30 years and in 2000 moved to its current premises with the assistance of the Kingston District Council.  The shop has developed into a community based organisation with volunteers extending to Millicent, Naracoorte and Mt Gambier.  There are over 50 volunteers that assist in running the organisation.

Heritage and Culture

The Kingston district has a strong focus on heritage and culture, led by the National Trust, local Aboriginal representatives, Councils heritage committee and other interested groups.

The National Trust

The Kingston Branch of the National Trust was formed in 1964.  Within a year of its formation the branch was influential in having two areas declared reserves, being Jip Jip Conservation Park and Baudin Rocks, both are now under the control of the State.  In 1966 a memorial to the ill-fated passengers of the Brig Maria was unveiled at Maria Park.  This was the first significant project that contributed to the significant improvement of the township and the Maria Creek development is a strong interface between the beach environment and the recreational use of adjacent land.

The biggest task undertaken was the dismantling at sea and the re-erection on shore of the 100 year old Cape Jaffa lighthouse.  This is a town icon and is manned by volunteers who conduct tours and talks on the history of the structure and the people who operated it.  Again it is also a strong linkage with the town and district’s coastal heritage.
The National Trust continues to preserve the areas extensive maritime and primary industries heritage through the local museum and its documentation.  The trust has also coordinated many activities including a five day mail coach re-enactment from Meningie and Kingston in 1988 and in 1974 a pony re-enactment ride was conducted along the original bullock wagon trail with 100 horses and their riders participating, and culminating with 1,000 people attending the unveiling ceremony at the Bullocky Bridge.

The Cape Jaffa Lighthouse platform remains at sea approximately 8 nautical miles from the Cape and is now a structure harbouring an extensive Gannet Rockery, however, it was threatened with removal by the Federal maritime authority.  Through the combined efforts of the trust, Council, and many local people this unique structure well over 100 years old, has been saved and will not be removed.

Aboriginal Culture

The local Aboriginal group, the Kungari Association are keenly involved in the local community and has undertaken extensive preparation and revegetation at the local burial grounds located in Rosetown.  The efforts in developing this area has greatly added to the extensive Maria Creek redevelopment that links Rosetown to the main streets within Kingston and links with the coastal areas of the township.  Some of the roads in the Rosetown area were renamed by the Kingston Council in 2005 after two local and long time aboriginal residents of the area.  The roads are Catherine Gibson Road and Bonney Terrace.  The area was recognised on the floor of the house of Parliament by the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs for this gesture.

Another initiative that continues to be highly successful is the Reedy Creek Nursery’s program which has developed the bush food business, Outback Pride, but more importantly is working with aboriginal communities across the State in developing and propagating native bush foods providing education and employment in such communities, as well as preserving our native species. 

Notable Places, Walks and Historic Buildings in Kingston 

The Cape Jaffa Lighthouse on Marine Parade is a town icon and was relocated from the Cape Jaffa platform at sea to its present location in 1974.

The Old Council chambers are next to memorial park and are gradually being renovated by Council inconjunction with the heritage advisor.  The building was built in the 1800’s.

The Post Office in Hanson Street was built in 1867 and was one of the original buildings in the town.  This building was one of only five that was selected nationally for a special Commonwealth stamp in 1982.

The Old Wool Store is next to the Royal Mail Hotel in Hanson Street, which is another historic building, and was one of the original wool stores used when Kingston was a busy port.  It is currently undergoing renovation by a private owner with plans for a restaurant and function centre.
The Harbour Masters House is located at the corner of Hanson Street and Marine Parade and is in the western corner of what was the railway yard, now mainly Lions Park.

The Old Kingston Bank is on the corner of Cooke and Hanson Street and was the Bank of Adelaide and later the Union Bank. It is now privately owned and partly restored.

Kev’s Kollection Tractor museum is next to the Big Lobster and houses over 100 tractors, stationary engines and other interesting memorabilia.

The Big Lobster on Princes Highway is a town icon.  The Lobster was built in 1979 and he signifies the value of the Southern Rock Lobster fishing industry to the area.

Analemmatic sundial and sculpture park was erected as a Bicentennial Community project by the Kingston branch of the Arts Council of South Australia.  A brochure provided at the end of this submission provides further detail of the sundial.

These are only some of the interesting places around Kingston, these and more are detailed in the historic walks pamphlet.

Historical walks – many walks have been designed by the National Trust members and other community members and encompass the icons and notable stops in Kingston.  The following walks are self guided and due to the flat nature of Kingston are relatively easy and navigable.  The guides are also an excellent record of our rich history.  The walks are:

· Walk around Rosetown;
· Walk around Kingston;
· East Terrace Walk;
· Cooke Street Walk;
· Walk around the Maria Creek.
Environmental Protection and Innovation
The community and Council are mindful of its role in protecting the environment and participating in planning and programs that assist in protection and responsible use of our natural assets.

Reducing Ground Water Impact; the Kingston community are aware of the key importance of groundwater supplies in sustaining the community.

The Kingston District Council continues to pursue projects that reduce impact on groundwater including:

· Adopting residential design that utilises sustainable water and other environmental practices such as use of stormwater.

· Re-use of septic tank effluent disposal systems water (STEDS) in place.  The vast lawned area (the foreshore) that attracted visitors to our district and town beaches is watered using reusable water sources.
· Re-use of septic tank effluent disposal systems water is in the next 6 months to be installed in a further recreational park in the township (Old School Oval) and the cemetery resulting in an annual water saving of 13 megalitres.

Planning requirements that have a minimum rain water storage capacity for each property of at least 22,500 litres.

Council has recently approved usage of STEDS on our cemetery which currently uses groundwater.  Adjacent to the cemetery is the golf club and they too are looking at the reuse of STEDS water on the course to reduce its water impact.
Reedy Creek Nursery

This has been briefly mentioned in Aboriginal Culture earlier.  The Reedy Creek Nursery has been instrumental in many ways and shown innovation in the protection of the environment and contribution to this community and the wider state community.

The Maria Creek development saw approximately 10,000 trees planted in the area, which were propagated and donated by the nursery.

The nursery’s main aim is to develop ‘bush foods’ and educate Aboriginal communities in native plant propagation and the development of a business for these communities thus providing employment, income and most importantly self worth and future opportunities.  Recently the success of the venture has seen the production of a bush food pie, the brand is called Outback Pride.  The pie was developed with Vili’s and is available as a health alternative for Aboriginal communities and as a product for under market sale using the bush foods grown under this initiative.

Coastal Erosion

Coastal erosion and protection of our coastline is an integral part for the local area and Council.  The Kingston area does not suffer significant coastal erosion due to the sound nature of the dune systems and especially in the Kingston area the relatively protected water of Lacepede Bay.  The shallowness of the waters and the extensive seagrass meadow sees wave action reduced and softened, thus reducing the impact on the coastal areas from storm systems and surges.

However, Council continues to ensure the dune system remains protected especially in the winter months by activities such as leaving seagrasses on the beach and in some circumstances using this natural resource.  In fact the Coastal Protection Board and Council have now been involved in a funding agreement for 6 years to address coastal erosion at one point along Lacepede Bay using seagrasses and this has been highly successful.

Shopping Bags

One highly successful initiative of all South East Council was the shopping bag initiative.  Kingston District Council implemented its part of the program with assistance from Zero Waste SA to reduce the number of plastic shopping bags used by retail outlets.  Over 500 bags were issued through local outlets and at local events.  The Council continues to promote the reduction of these bags in our area and have made available literature to our school to promote the programme.

Conservation Parks

There are many conservation and national parks in the Kingston District including Butchers Gap which is at the southern end of the township, the Coorong, Jip Jip and Bernolli.  As part of maintaining and improving these parks there are groups that assist such as the Friend of Butchers Gap who provide time to rid the park of weeds such as bridle creeper.  The parks are important to provide sanctuaries for native species of fauna and flora.

Control of Pests, Plants and Animal

The local animal and plant control group located at Kingston District Council’s depot is another key group in controlling pest species in the district including weeds, feral animals and the like.  The group has also been working on a Deer Strategy to control the feral animals in the area; an increasing pest.  Council and the Natural Resource Management Board are now working on an initiative to further reduce weeds and pests along the full extent of our foreshore and dune systems.  In so doing both parties seek to develop a more amenable and stable beach environment for the enjoyment of all users and sound environmental system.
Propagation of Native Plants

The local tree planters group have distributed over 40,000 native plants through its Free Tree Program, this is a significant achievement over many years and is another facet to promoting environmental outcomes for the community.

Waterwatch & Coastwatch

The successful waterwatch and coastwatch programs of the school continue to build understanding of these issues in our youth and community, they are further outlined in the Young Legends part of this paper.

Sewerage Treatment

The Kingston District Council runs a Septic Tank Effluent Disposal Scheme coving a large percentage of the permanent population, this service is highly efficient and the treated 

water is used for foreshore watering.

Litter, Resource Recovery and Waste Management
Waste Management 

The Kingston District Council presently operates a kerbside 240 litre bin pick up service stretching from Limestone Coast Road (approximately 14 kilometres south of Kingston) to the townships northern edge.  A second weekly pick up is available to commercial premises.  The Council currently operates its own landfill approximately 7 kilometres north of the township which is programmed to be closed to putrescible waste by 2010.  Refuse after undertaking resource recovery activities from the town is then proposed to be transported to an engineered landfill with this site yet to be determined.

Plans are in train to increase our resource recovery initiatives through the construction of a waste transfer station and association operations.

Resource Recovery and Recycling

Kingston District Council has approved in principle a three stage process to capture, recover and or recycle waste and thus reduce the volume of material going to landfill.

The first stage is currently underway with the construction of a waste transfer facility, initially as a drop off centre to capture construction waste, metal, cardboard, recyclable plastics and the like.

The second stage is to progress to kerbside recycling as a waste pick up, and then proceed with closure of the landfill and transportation of remaining material to an engineered landfill.  It is conservatively estimated that the waste transfer station will reduce waste going to landfill by 30%, with the resultant reduction in the waste stream to be in the order of 425 tonnes per annum.

Council presently, provides a green waste depot already, being highly successful with 625-700 tonnes of green waste removed from the waste flow, it is utilised in the seagrass project to generate compost.

Council also captures metal recyclable wastes at the Kingston landfill, which are on sold to metal recyclers on a periodic basis.

The Kingston recycling centre, owned and operated by a private waste management operator, provides a drop off centre for all containers that are covered under deposit legislation and they also take glass such as wine bottles and household glass.

Litter Management & Roadwatch

There are three main roads entering Kingston and all have regular KESAB Roadwatch groups who clean the verges.  The groups currently operating roadwatch activities are the Kingston Community School, Kingston Lions Club and the Kingston CFS Brigade.  Council continues to expand its bin program and upgrading of bins in the township for aesthetic and litter management purposes.  Additionally the local Kingston Supported Employment Service provides services weekly to the Council to manage and control litter at our landfill site. 

Council also encourages and requires local builders to be aware of their rubbish and contain it in an enclosed area using the philosophies of the clean site program.  This aids the containment of litter whilst construction activities are undertaken.
Seagrass Management

For decades the community and local Council have been attempting to deal with the annual seagrasses that shed and wash onto the local beaches at Kingston.  Various methods have been tried such as pushing it up the beach which was partially successful, but eventually ran out of available room to spread it over the foreshore, and pushing it back to sea, which only saw it return.

In recent years the Council has entered into a ‘Heads of Agreement’ with a private waste management operator to harvest the seagrass.  For Kingston, the achievement is a clean beach and improved amenity both visually and in terms of smell.  Seagrass composting/mulching is now in its fifth third year of operation.  To date over 50,000 cubic metres of seagrass has been removed from the Kingston foreshore and coupled with green waste and other minor materials, is composted to provide organic products for the market.

Education

Much of the education undertaken by the Kingston school and kindergarten has been outlined in the Community Action part of this submission.  The school and kindergarten have active programs.  For instance the reception and year 1 students in 2006 undertook to collect and recycle 5c cans.  They raised over $300 and it culminated with a trip to the recycling centre. Recycling continues!

The curriculum at the school includes the involvement of the children in community activities with planning of the foreshore many years ago and current roadwatch, waterwatch, and coastwatch programs.  Aquaculture and other activities highlight the initiative of our youth in environmental programs and importance of community.

Young Legends

Learning about the environment and fostering the community involvement is an important focus at the Kingston Community School and Kingston Kindergarten.  As the generations 

responsible for the future management of our environment it is very important.  Below is a list of activities undertaken by the school. 

Roadwatch – over the past several years the school roadwatch program has been responsible for the Princes Highway within the township and north to the town entrance.  Students from years 3 to 7 have been involved for several years and it is an ongoing commitment by the staff and students.

Coastwatch – students in year 6 and 7 have been involved in the coastal protection programs in the Cape Jaffa and Pinks Beach area.  Over 60 students have been involved in the program.  Litter is collected on a regular basis and analysed by the students as a part of their mathematics program

Waterwatch – the school monitors salinity levels throughout the district on a regular basis and has done so for several years.  Students have also been monitoring the health of the nearby Maria Creek by check phosphate levels and insect activity.

Tree Planting – classes are involved with the Kingston Tree Planters on establishing the Maria Creek area and in planting work along the Coorong entrance.  

Another wonderful initiative has been the partnership of the school with the golf course.  Several hundred trees were planted on an annual basis during Community School Week on the then to be developed new course layout.

Other land rehabilitation – in conjunction with the NRM Board, established a reclamation project on Cattle Station Creek a property 45km to the north of Kingston.  The project was a partnership between the school and local land owners (Jack and Pip Rassenburg) inaugural Ibis award winners in the district.  This involved over 60 students for 3 years.  Regular field trips were made to the site to monitor grass regeneration, decreases in salinity levels, and collect seeds for propagation and replanting. 

· General garden work and upgrade of the surrounding area.

· Seed collection and propagation as part of the ‘Trees for Life’ program.  One hundred plus students were involved over many years.

· Biodiversity – agriculture students have established biodiversity gardens as a part of the year 8 course.  

· Community School week.
· Wipe Out Waste Program is a new initiative by the school and will be a key to the 2008 year.

· Aquaculture program has been development to meet the needs of the local industries.  The school developed a state of the art barramundi farm, which has been featured on the television program ‘Out of the Blue’.  The program is now developing an alternate industry in the breeding of goldfish.
· Community involvement in upgrading school grounds and in revamping the agriculture area.

More detail about school and kindergartens activities have been outlined in other sections of this submission.

Community and Local Government Partnership
The local community and key groups outlined throughout this submission and the Kingston District Council have a strong partnership to develop and promote the area, its assets and the community.

Council officers, especially the Gardener and Works Manager regularly assist with projects during and after hours, including support of Tree Planters, sporting groups and event organisers such as the triathlon, fishing contest and the Kingston show.  Council also has its Town Improvement Committee which selects winners from private properties that have tidy gardens as well as providing advice to Council on activities and ideas for the future, to ensure continuous improvement of the township a recent idea being the installation of attractive street bins on our main thoroughfares.

Many other projects over the years demonstrate a strong link between the Council and the community a significant one being the Maria Creek Development.

Maria Creek Development

The Maria Creek development was an extensive development undertaken by the Council with the aid of many volunteer hours from the community with planting and other works.  The development was an extension of the Apex and Family Tree Park areas and links the northern part of the township through a recreational area to the main area of town including the foreshore areas, beaches and jetty;  the project is now complete.  The community is now being consulted on a Foreshore Development Plan to extend the open space development throughout Kingston and further develop the township in an orderly and progressive fashion.

The aim of the Maria Creek development was to give a passive open recreational area in what was previously a waste depot reserve.  The area was developed taking into account that it was a recognised bird sanctuary.  The development also worked in with the 4 lane recreational launch and retrieval boating facility.

The development of this area included the installation of recreational walking and bicycle paths including bridges, interpretive signage and extensive landscaping with approximately 10,000 trees planted.  The development also included lining of the creek banks to protect them and excavation of the creek.  Key to the development was the restoration of the waste disposal area.  

Annual Events Support

Council has a Community Assistance Program annually that assists groups with events, coupled with this Council also provides in-kind support where required.  To date over $36,000 has been provided to groups in support of community events and initiatives including:
· Kingston Show

· Kingston Triathlon

· Lions Surf Fishing competition
· Off-shore Fishing competition
· Cape Jaffa Seafood and Wine Festival

· Christmas Street Parade

· Kingston Lights Up (community decorating their houses and premises in Christmas lights)
Support provided includes:

· Financial sponsorship

· Access to council equipment
· Access to council staff

· Waste management
· Funding assistance for capital items or promotion
Other Group Support

Support is not limited to annual events and a wide array of groups receive funding and other support from Council and include:

· Calisthenics Club

· Table Tennis Club

· Hospital Auxiliary

· Gall Park Management Committee

· Bowling Club

· Tennis Club

· Golf Club

· National Trust

· Retirement Village

· Aeroclub

· Kingston Sporting Clay Shooters Club

· Kingston Kindergarten

· Senior Citizens

· Sailing Club

· Kingston Tourism and Development Association

Support provided includes:

· Financial sponsorship

· Access to council equipment
· Access to council staff

· Minor works funding

· Assistance with grant applications

· Minor works upgrades

· Access to local government insurance
· Access to local government financing
· Administration support

Key Projects

Other examples of key projects undertaken as partnerships.

· Kingston medical centre (Council, Limestone Coast Health)

· Upgrade of playground at the Lions Park (Council, Lions Club, many volunteer and funding pledges from the community)

· School pool (school and Council)

· Community Library (school and Council)

· Gall Park facilities (school, Council and Gall Park Management Committee)

Future Plans

Ongoing development by the community and Council will further consolidate and improve our growing community, such as:

· New Kingston medical centre.

· Finalising and implementing the Foreshore Development plan including new open space area, renovation of dune systems, reconstruction and redesign of Kingston’s signature ‘strip’ Marine Parade, formalisation of beach access points, extension of walking and bicycle track and minor public amenities and BBQ areas.

· Upgrade works at the cemetery to preserve heritage.

· Continuation with upgrade of the District Hall.

· New waste transfer station.

· Continue to work with local groups to beautify and improve our township.
Kingston SE – Over a Decade of Effort and Vision

Accompanying this written submission are three powerpoint presentations which highlight the improvement as a clean environment to live and visit.  Each page represents a pictorial outline of some of the people and projects that have resulted in the improvement and plans for the future.
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