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SCARBOROUGH BEACH

Overview

Scarborough Beach, located within the City of Stirling, is situated approximately 15 kilometres from the Perth CBD. Well served by public transport, providing easy access for all, Scarborough Beach is arguably Perth's most popular metropolitan beach with beach visitations exceeding 1.3 million per year. Scarborough Beach and the surrounding beach precinct is the venue for some of Australia’s best sporting events including Tri-Nations Beach Cricket, National Beach Volleyball and has been selected to play host to the Australian Surf Life Saving Championships in 2007, 2008 and 2009. This is an event which includes up to 8000 competitors and officials and will inject over $23 million per year into the Western Australian economy.  

With a thriving population fast approaching 185,000 and a total land area of over 100km², the City of Stirling is the largest local government authority in Western Australia (by population) and one of the largest in Australia. Within Stirling you will find a vibrant community and a City renowned not only for its beautiful beaches, parks and reserves, but also for it's economic, environmental and community development initiatives. 

The City of Stirling has a very strong commitment to working with local community groups. Groups that the City enjoys a close working relationship with include:

Stirling CoastCare

West Coast Care

Friends of Marmion Marine Park

Scarborough and Districts Progress Association

Scarborough Beach Association.
Community Action

The City of Stirling is committed to providing infrastructure that encourages events and activities to be held at Scarborough beach.  This infrastructure also encourages on-going community action and a great sense of community pride.  Some examples of this infrastructure include:

· The construction of a $9 million public amphitheatre to provide a focal point for the area. The Amphitheatre incorporates wide grassy terraces and a complete shaded area ideal for escaping the sun’s rays. The Amphitheatre has already proven popular with the general public and has played host to several major public events including the 2008 Australian Surf Life Saving Championships, International Tri-Nations Beach Cricket, National Beach Volleyball together with a number of community events including concerts and the annual Christmas at Scarborough carols. 

· Located immediately north of the new Scarborough Amphitheatre is a regional children’s playground. As part of the upgrade at Scarborough Beach, this playground has been completely refurbished including the provision of shade sails over the play area and the installation of soft fall areas around the play equipment.

· Within the Scarborough Beachfront area there are three (3) public changerooms/ toilets. These are located centrally and at the northern and southern ends of the beach. Additionally all access pathways leading to the beach incorporate open air showers, foot washers and drinking fountains. Showers and drink fountains are additionally located around the Amphitheatre.

· Three (3) BBQ’s (6 hot plates) are available for the public to use free of charge. These are located on the lower grassed area at Scarborough Beach and are adjacent to gazebos providing shade, shelter and seating for those who require it. Food and drink are readily available throughout the beachfront precinct area and additionally a kiosk is open attached to the northern end of the Scarboro Surf Life Saving Club.

Local community groups and many other individuals within the surrounding City of Stirling community have demonstrated great pride in Scarborough Beach and associated areas by becoming involved in a number of locally based activities. For instance this years participation in ‘Cleanup Australia Day’ rivalled previous years with numerous individuals specifically taking pride in the presentation of Scarborough Beach, wanting to focus intensely on this particular area.

Similarly the community has been involved in coastal weeding, planting, clean ups, erosion control, public education, creation of signage etc as well as liaising with the City on matters relating specifically to coastal developments etc. The outcome of this community involvement can be seen whilst visiting Scarborough Beach as many local aspects such as the diversity of the dune systems and the clean white beaches can be attributed to the hard work carried out by the local community.

Surf Life Saving Western Australia undertook to stage the “World’s Biggest BBQ” at Scarborough Beach at the beginning of Summer. This event sought to introduce people to Surf Life Saving and incorporated such activities as free children’s entertainment, life saving demonstrations and a free sausage sizzle.
Safety signage incorporating warnings and advising of local laws relevant to the beach areas are located at the beginning and ends of all beach access paths and in carpark areas. A recent audit of the signage at the beach has ensured that all signage now meets the appropriate Australian Standards, AS 2416 – 2002 Design and application of water safety signs.

Access for disabled persons, elderly, or families with prams is available at Scarborough Beach via the Amphitheatre

Transport Facilities

Scarborough Beach is one of the most readily accessible beaches in the Perth metropolitan area. A bus terminus is located at Scarborough Beach, providing links to all bus routes travelling north and south along West Coast Highway and also to Karrinyup Shopping Centre, Stirling and Glendalough train stations. A direct service (Bus 420) runs every 15 minutes during Summer from Glendalough Train Station to Scarborough Beach.

Carparks are readily available at all City of Stirling beaches. Within the Scarborough Beach precinct, there are a total of 1627 free carparking bays available for use by the public. Additionally there are 282 pay parking bays available underneath the Rendezvous Observation City Hotel.

Scarborough Beach is serviced by Coastal Dual Use Pathways, providing easy access for cyclists and pedestrians alike.

Heritage and Culture

Scarborough – Trigg Heritage Walk

The Scarborough -Trigg Heritage Walk celebrates the centenary of federation by highlighting stages and events in the past 100 years of the Scarborough / Trigg area. A key focus of certain portions of the walk is natural history and thereby provokes a sense of environmental awareness and conservation value. The walk provides the Scarborough and Trigg community with a lasting legacy by which future community members can remember our nations 100th anniversary celebration.

The Scarborough-Trigg Heritage Walk forms part of the City’s ‘Bushlinks Scheme’ and links existing trails with Scarborough Beach, Trigg beach and Trigg Bushland. Development of this heritage walk involved extensive consultation with community groups such as Friends of Trigg Bushland in terms of natural heritage values. Additionally consultation regarding indigenous heritage was also undertaken. 

The Scarborough Trigg Heritage Trail recognises the Nyungah peoples prior occupancy and custodianship of this coastal area of land. The walk highlights certain aspects regarding Nyungah heritage, historic sites and events, native plants and animals etc. The Scarborough Beach Rotary Club, Friends of Trigg Bushland and local Nyungah elders are acknowledged for their contribution of knowledge to the Scarborough-Trigg Heritage Walk and associated signage within the relevant brochure and in some instances on the signage itself.

The trail is a credit to the local community who have place great value and emphasis on the importance of maintaining a sense of cultural history for generations to come.
Environmental Innovation

The City of Stirling was one of the first Local Government Authorities to recognise the need for a comprehensive approach to coastal management and development covering the whole of the City’s coastline.

In October 1980 an interdepartmental study group was established to prepare a Coastal Management/Development Plan for the City of Stirling’s coastal area. The two key issues in coastal management/development are “utilisation” and “conservation”. Utilisation concerns the use of land for urban purposes and the range of activities that occur on it. Conservation is concerned with the careful management of land with particular emphasis on preservation, which involves the maintaining of the land in its present or natural state, and restoration, which involves the repair of damage inflicted on the coastal landscape. 

The results of this study were presented in the City of Stirling’s Coastal Report 1984. This report provided the basis of the City’s Coastal Management Plan and allowed the City of Stirling to determine long-term management/development strategies for the City’s coastal zone to enable the City to balance urban, recreational and conservation demands on the coast in a rational manner. The report is reviewed regularly to ensure that all data contained is updated and that the planning proposals are still relevant.

Dune Restoration and Rehabilitation

The City’s innovative environmental endeavour to establish an artificial dune along Scarborough Beach has proved a great success since its inception in 1987. This project, involving the installation of a 1km sand dune along the Scarborough beachfront was designed in order to bring severe sand drift encroaching on the surrounding built environment to a halt. Secondary to this the dune would provide shelter and protection from the wind for beach goers all with the deliberate intention of increasing Scarborough Beach's capacity to attract and hold visitors.

The process of dune restoration and rehabilitation involved a number of steps the first of which being the application of standard brushing and seeding techniques to the recontoured dune surface. The dunes were planted with local species of dune plants, treated with fertiliser and reticulated. As a result the now established dunes are ecologically compatible with the dune conservation areas to the north and south. The fauna of the conservation areas, including a species of blue wren, has colonised the dunes on the main beach.
Scarborough Environs Area Strategy (SEAS)

Since this time the City of Stirling has further developed its environmentally innovative nature by engaging consultants to formulate what is now known as the Scarborough Environs Area Strategy (SEAS). The aim of this relevant study being to “enhance Scarborough’s role as the heart of the Sunset Coast by fostering the area’s tradition, its natural attractions and unique lifestyle, welcoming everyone all year round”. The study examined the attributes of Scarborough from the broad regional scale to the detailed local scale. The coastal environment was examined to develop an understanding of the coastal dynamics and stability on which capital expenditure could be based. Once existing conditions of the relevant area had been assessed the study then turned to focus on the future and a proposed strategic plan was subsequently formulated.

Environmental Innovation – Water 

As part of the City of Stirlings water conservation initiatives, Council recently undertook to convert urinals in the public changerooms/toilets at Scarborough beach to waterless urinals. This has proven to be successful and a great way to save water.

The waterless urinal system uses a natural microbial technology to control odours and the build up of uric scale. The benefits are not only in water savings (the only water used is in the cleaning process), but also odour elimination, chemical free maintenance and improved hygiene.  Cubes are 100% bio-degradable and safe for septic and sewerage systems.  The costs of using the waterless urinal system is readily offset by savings in water supply charges and additional savings can also be expected from reduced maintenance costs for cisterns and drains.

All showers, footwashers, drink fountains and public changerooms/toilets at Scarborough Beach utilise water minimisation practices and are fitted with automatic shut-off taps.
Integrated Water Cycle Management Strategy

In response to the need for sustainable water management, the City of Stirling has adopted a structure for the development of an Integrated Water Cycle Management Strategy.  This strategy will consist of four sub strategies viz (1) groundwater conservation, (2) stormwater management, (3) potable water use and (4) wastewater recycling.  

The groundwater conservation sub-strategy will consider the implementation of water conservation plans for all reserves by differential watering over high, medium and low intensive use zones. This would mean that high use recreation zones viz active sports surfaces would be watered at current rates whilst all other zones viz passive parkland would be watered at much lower rates thereby saving on the draw on precious groundwater reserves. Areas of reserve not directly used for any recreation purpose such as those along the periphery will be watered at even lower rates or converted into ‘green belts’ for the establishment of local native trees and shrubs.  Although this sub-strategy is still being developed, aspects have already been implemented on a number of key reserves including those on the coastal strip. 

The stormwater management sub-strategy will examine and adopt best practice methods to disperse runoff without impacts on natural areas viz wetlands, bushlands and coastal dunes or directly into the ocean in terms of nutrients and other pollutants.  These best practice methods include the installation of Gross Pollutant Traps and Biofilters for the entrapment of pollutants so that these can be safely removed without impact on the natural environment.  It will also identify opportunities for diverting stormwater runoff to recharge groundwater aquifers and for reuse of stormwater runoff for the watering of tree and shrub areas along street verges and medians by incorporation of Water Sensitive Design principles in civil engineering designs.  

The potable water use sub-strategy will identify efficient water use mechanisms that can be promoted at all facets of the community in government, commercial buildings and in the domestic situation.  This will include promotion of a variety of water saving initiatives e.g. having strictly regimented rostered days each week for garden watering off scheme water and off private bores, installation of rainwater tanks, conversion to water saver showerheads and the installation of self closing taps in private and public buildings. 

The wastewater recycling sub-strategy will identify opportunities for use of treated wastewater or grey water for a variety of appropriate uses e.g. irrigation of parks, industrial coolants, domestic gardens etc.  

Litter Prevention

The City of Stirling employs a full time staff of eight (8) to specifically clean the City’s beachfront areas. These staff members work seven (7) days a week on a shift basis, 365 days a year.

The City of Stirling operates a tractor drawn mechanical Surf Rake to pick up litter and to clean the beaches. This Surf Rake is used on a daily basis over the spring, summer and autumn periods and on alternate days over winter. It is also used to assist in the replacement of damaged, broken or vandalised bins. 

A specially modified 4WD utility is used to assist in the emptying of litterbins on the beaches and along the coastline. This vehicle is equipped with a hydraulic lifting arm which enables the bins to be lifted and the contents deposited into the back of the utility. This ensures that the bins are emptied more quickly and efficiently with less likelihood of injury to staff through lifting heavy items. Additional or replacement bins may also be carried on this vehicle.

This summer the City of Stirling has introduced a 4WD “mule” to replace the use of 4WD quad bikes in keeping the City’s beaches clean. This vehicle has a utility tray back which can carry bin bags, bin parts and full litter bags is used in conjunction to the 4WD utility and is able to traverse those areas that the utility has difficulty in reaching.

Litterbins on the City of Stirling’s beaches are emptied daily over the spring, summer and autumn periods. During summer or on particular high usage days often the bins may be emptied a second time due to high user rates. For the peak period of beach usage (November – April) additional bins are provided on the beach to cope with the added demands. During this period the number of bins on the beach exceeds 100.

Over winter the bins are emptied on alternate days unless demands warrant the daily emptying of these bins.

Throughout the carpark areas and garden beds, manual cleaning is utilised as this has proven to be more effective in maintaining a high standard of cleanliness.

A mechanical footpath sweeper is used to keep the pathways and dual use cycle path clear of both sand and litter.

Additionally there is a 2-person toilet cleaning crew who maintain the beachfront public toilets on a daily basis. 

Graffiti on many of the beachfront amenities is removed utilising the City of Stirling’s own resources, as these are public assets to be used and enjoyed by everyone.

All staff employed within the City of Stirling’s coastal areas are actively encouraged to report any graffiti sighted on the graffiti report forms provided to them. This includes Beach Inspectors, Lifeguards, Rangers, Security Officers, Beach Cleaning staff and Reserves and Recreation department staff. The completed forms are passed through to either the City of Stirling’s Building Maintenance Department or to the Stirling Area Graffiti Campaign for action.

The City of Stirling recognises the fact that people like to bring their dogs to the beach and as such have provided three (3) separate animal exercise areas (dog beaches) to cater to this need. These exercise areas require special attention due to possible health concerns and as such are cleaned and the dog waste disposal units emptied on a daily basis. Dog litter bags (poo-ch pouches) for the collection of dog waste are provided not only at these exercise areas but are available all along the City of Stirling’s stretch of coastline.

Resource Recovery

The City of Stirling has introduced a single bin recycling process whereby the contents of every bin are recycled. Essentially the City no longer has to depend on the public to separate their waste into recyclable items and residual waste; the City will do it for them. This innovation is particularly effective on the beach areas as it negates the need for separate bins for recycling and allows for a greater number of bins to be placed upon the beach and surrounds. 

After four years of research, a two-year extended trial and two years of evaluation, the City of Stirling and its waste disposal contractor, the Atlas Group, commissioned Australia's first 'Resource Recovery Facility.' 

Atlas, a Western Australian company, designed the resource recovery facility. It represents world's best practice and can sort a mixture of waste to recover organics (food, and all paper), glass and plastic bottles, steel and aluminium cans. 

The process is designed to keep all of the materials intact except the organic component. The process also removes paper labels from cans and bottles and even removes the contents of cans. The contents of each bin collected by the City’s Waste Management operatives are deposited at the Atlas sorting plant. The material is loaded on to conveyor belts for feeding into revolving drums, which with the addition of some water gently separates all of the components previously mixed up. The sorting process takes less than one hour.  

Recently audited results indicate that the plant recycles in excess of 65% of the waste input, making it one of the most effective recycling processes in the world.


Community Partnership


The City of Stirling has a very strong commitment to working with local community groups. Groups that the City enjoys a close working relationship with include: 

· Stirling Coastcare, 

· West Coastcare, 

· Friends of Marmion Marine Park, 

· Scarborough and Districts Progress Association

· Scarborough Beach Association

Community Conservation Volunteers Manual

The City of Stirling seeks to establish a positive working relationship between Council and volunteers undertaking environmental conservation activities within environmental groups or on an individual basis. As such the City is currently formulating a ‘Community Conservation Volunteers Manual’ that will provide a series of guidelines for those volunteers working towards conserving areas within the City on reserves vested with the City of Stirling.

The overall objectives of this manual are:

· to assist the City in ensuring that bushland, coastal zones and wetlands are managed to maintain or enhance their conservation and community values in accordance with Council objectives;

· to provide a safe working environment for volunteers conducting or participating in conservation activities on conservation reserves vested in the City of Stirling; and 

· to create a streamlined process that clearly outlines for both the City’s personnel and volunteers the due process associated with conservation activities and the support that goes along with it.

Beach Safety

A volunteer surf life saving club is prominently located at Scarborough Beach. Members of the Scarboro Surf Life Saving Club conduct volunteer surf patrols on weekends and public holidays from the beginning of October until the end of March, providing an invaluable service to the general public.

In addition to these volunteer surf life savers, the City of Stirling employs four (4) full time Beach Inspectors who are on duty 7 days a week, 365 days a year and twelve (12) Professional Lifeguards that are employed for the summer period – from October until the end of April. The Lifeguards are responsible for setting up safe swimming areas from Monday to Friday between October and March and from Monday to Sunday (i.e. 7 days a week) in April.  

In response to an identified trend the City of Stirling, with assistance from the Scarboro Surf Life Saving Club has initiated a flagged swimming area over the peak summer period at the southern end of Scarborough Beach. The City’s Professional Lifeguards patrol this beach from Monday to Friday and the Scarboro Surf Life Saving Club provides patrols on the weekends and Public holidays.

Protection of the Environment

The City of Stirling’s Parks and Reserves Business Unit care for and maintain the grassed areas, the approaches to the beachfront, the barbecue areas and the playgrounds. A specialised “Natural Areas” group are responsible for the maintenance of the sand dune system, which includes any necessary fencing and revegetation measures aimed at preventing wind and sand erosion, and all undeveloped areas along the City’s stretch of coastline.

Access to the beach is via pathways from the carparks, through the Amphitheatre or across the grassed area from the carpark. These pathways are maintained by the City of Stirling’s specialised “Natural Areas” group who ensure that the pathways are clean and free of obstructions and that all stairs are swept and kept free of sand drift. This task is undertaken three (3) times a week ensuring that there is no build up of sand. Monitoring and repair or replacement of fencing as necessary is also part of this group's tasks.
Coastal Foreshore Action Plan

Coastal zone management within the City Of Stirling has up until recently been governed by the City’s Coastal Report 1984 and the Review of the Coastal Report 1996. Both these documents have provided the policy setting for planning and development on the coastal zone as well as sought balance between growing recreational demands and conservation ideals. In more recent times however there has been a need for ‘site-specific’ action plans in response to growing value placed on the conservation of all natural areas viz beach, dunes and coastal landforms. This has seen the subsequent creation of the Coastal Foreshore Action Plan Parts One and Two. Part One which was completed in October of 2005 covers the City’s northern portion of the coastline whilst Part Two which is currently under way will focus on the southern portion of the coastline and will specifically place emphasis on Scarborough Beach.

The task of developing this Coastal Foreshore Action Plan has largely involved postgraduate students and staff from the Institute for Regional Development of the University of Western Australia. The task of developing such an Action Plan was broken down into the following objectives:

· Identify all issues from an environmental, social and economic and administrative perspective.

· Identify opportunities and constraints governing the resolution of these issues.

· Delineate identifiable foreshore sections for management purposes or management nodes

· Develop a strategy for each management node aimed at restoring biodiversity and sustainability

· Develop a strategy for each management node to introduce balance between conservation ideals and community recreation needs

Information gained from research in these areas will ultimately give rise to specific conservation strategies for Scarborough Beach including dune rehabilitation which seeks to maintain high levels of both floral and faunal diversity through activities such as revegetation, weed control, erosion control, fencing etc. To date all of these methods are practiced at Scarborough Beach in an effort to maintain the natural diversity of the popular area.  

The Green Plan 2

Council adopted the City of Stirling’s ‘Green Plan’ in 1992. It is a strategy for the conservation of major areas of natural bushland as well as many smaller remnants within the municipality. The ‘Green Plan 2’ seeks to reaffirm the policies and principles of the original ‘Green Plan’ whilst refining those areas; that in light of the City’s research do so require it. The strategy seeks to ensure the long-term viability of bushland within the City of Stirling by establishing ‘ecological corridors’ or ‘ecolinks’ between existing areas of bushland. ‘Ecolinking’ is extremely beneficial as it facilitates the transfer of plant propagules and genetic material as well as the free flow of insects, birds and small animals associated with this transfer. In this way Scarborough Beach facilitates the ongoing maintenance of locally adjacent areas of remnant bushland by providing some of the relevant linkages.

Young Legends

Mirrabooka Senior High School

Mirrabooka Senior High School is a multi-cultural secondary school made up of over 55 different cultures (Years 8-12) and has a current enrolment of over 600 students.

Recently the City of Stirling and Scarborough Beach played host to the 2008 Australian Surf Life Saving Championships. This event, which attracts up to 7500 active participants, is second only in size to the Olympic Games in terms of competitors and officials. The Championships are held over 6 days and the competition arena stretches in excess of 1.5 kilometres in length.

During the course of the event students (and staff) from Mirrabooka Senior High School undertook to assist in keeping the event site clean. This involved daily cleaning of the event site, emptying rubbish bins and ensuring that all waste was disposed of correctly. Students were transported to Scarborough Beach by bus under the guidance of school staff and proceeded about their cleaning duties. 

The students were further involved in the clean up on the day after the event had finished and collected over 20 240 litre garbage bags full of rubbish.

The school is to be commended on their enthusiastic approach to this project. 

Dame Phyllis Frost Award

