Bluff shines by the
light of the moon

By BEN WILD

rather than the officlal tour that

mcst Impressed the man who will
decide if Deyvonport's Bluff Beach s
the country’s cleansst.

Chris Tela was in the Morth-Wesi
this week to judge Tasmanda's entry
In the Keep Australia Beautiul Clean
Beaches Award and he llked what he
saw at the Bludf.

*“{The award} |5 realhy about how
the communtty relates to the beach
and with the sports Helds rlght
there, the aged care home, a great
playgeound., the skatepark and the
history, that pelationship s really
strong.” Mr Tole sakd.

“But also, it's just o beautiful
beach. [ came up a day early and
wilked along the beach lost nkght by
nysall,

“The moon was ouk. there was a
kayaker out on the water, kids wera
using the skatepark and a couple
was oul walking the dog. |0 was
woncerful”

The award acknowledges and
promoles communily prograns Lhat
improve coastal environments. The
Bludl i up against some still
competition such as Western
Australia’s Cable Beach mear
Brooms and CQueensland’s White
Hawen Beach on the Whitsunday
lzlands.

Barry Muir, the judge who picked
the Bluff as Tasmania’s winner,

thinks his pick can match it with the
best

“Iust ksak at the beach aned, in the
space af one kilemetre, whit you
can se2 and what you can do —it's
fantastic,” Mr Muir said

Cevanport Mayor Lynn Laycock
gadd boowin the State title was

I T WAS a solitary walk at night

reward enough but she expected to
di wall in the national finals.

Blull Bageh would be sven bell=r
whien varions plans came to fruition,
she sald. such as the redevelopment
ol the Surl Life Saving Clab to
inchide new reoms and a cafe and
fine dining restaurant.

“Already it (the Bluff) is the jewel
in the cily™s crown, imagine il even
hetter

“If wee can win [ike thig, ook out
warlel "

Mr Tola is halbway through his
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ol

tour of Australin’s cleanest beaches
and will reporl hack Lo an experd
Keep Australin Beautiful pane|

He sabd the award brought
intermational recognition and was a
pagitive Tor the region al a tms
when news so aften meant job cuts
and financial difficulties.

“The news today, 281 jobs bost al
Caterpillar, s not good bt at the
same time you have an keon of the
region being recognised nationally.”

The winner will be announced on
May 25 In Townsville, home of the
last winner, The 3trand Beach.
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Walking along Tasmania's entry in the Keep Australia Beautiful Clean
Beach Award, Devonport’'s Bluff Beach, are Devonport City Council
bushland coordinator Phil Murray, national judge Chris Tola, Devonport
Mayor Lynn Laycock, State judge Bamie Muir and KAB State chairman

and national vice-chairman Ken Stewart,
Pleture: BEN WILD



