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MEDIA RELEASE

24 September 2008
Sustainable Cities Awards national finalists confirmed today
The national finalists in the Keep Australia Beautiful, Australian Sustainable Cities Awards, have been confirmed today and will now compete for the national title to be announced on 9 October 2008.  

The national winner will take over from Melton in Victoria, which won in 2007.

The Australian Sustainable Cities Awards recognise efforts by residents, community groups, businesses and government agencies to protect and enhance their local environment to ensure its long term sustainability at all levels.  
The program is sponsored by the Hungry Jack’s ‘Bag It & Bin It’ program and is part of the Keep Australia Beautiful ‘Australian Sustainable Communities’ Awards, which also includes the Australian Tidy Towns and Australian Clean Beaches Awards.  

The 2008 national finalists are:
NT – Alice Solar City

WA – City of Gosnells
SA – City of Salisbury
TAS – Devonport City Council
VIC – Frankston City Council
ACT – TravelSmart Belconnen
NSW – City of Sydney 
QLD – Magnetic Island Solar Suburb.  
The 2008 national awards presentation dinner will take place on Thursday 9 October as part of the International Cities, Town Centres & Communities Society Conference (ICTC 2008) being held at Sydney Olympic Park. 
For further information about the Australian Sustainable Cities Awards finalists or to book tickets to the awards presentation dinner or the ICTC 2008 conference 

visit www.kab.org.au/sustainablecities 

- ends – 

Media contacts: 

· Lara Shannon,KAB National Publicist on 0415 076 015 or laras@kab.org.au
· Scott Lyall, KAB National Executive on 0419 016 401 or scottl@kab.org.au

· Sean Rooney, Director, CSIRO Sustainable Communities Initiative and Australian Sustainable Cities Awards Judge 0422 161 410

Editor’s Notes on page 2

Finalist Contact Details:
NT – Alice Solar City

Brian Elmer 0458 523 461 or Clr Damien Ryan, Mayor 08 8950 0500.
WA – City of Gosnells. 
Catie Dale 0413 211 162 or Christine King 08 9391 3203
SA – City of Salisbury.  
Mez Lee 08 8406 8504 or Stephen Haines 0401 984 807
TAS – Devonport City Council. 
Evonne Ewins 0419 344 690 or Leanne French 0418 598 075
VIC – Frankston City Council. 
Libby Anthony 03 9784 1802 or Cl Alistair Wardie 03 9784 1825
ACT – TravelSmart Belconnen, 
Celia Wade (02) 6207 9262 or Jim Mallett 0434 077 148
NSW – City of Sydney 
Nik Midlam 0412 227 301, Josh McKenzie 0402 351 459
QLD – Magnetic Island Solar Suburb.  
Greg Bruce 07 4727 9311, Sri Suryati 07 4727 8705

Special Offer: 

Keep Australia Beautiful, Australian Sustainable Cities, Awards Dinner for FREE if you book to attend the ICTC 2008 Conference.

Keep Australia Beautiful, well known for its long running Tidy Towns Awards, is taking its message of civic pride and sustainability to an urban audience with this, its second, Australian Sustainable Cities Awards.

The current title holder is Melton Shire Council from Victoria.  People with an interest in sustainable urban communities are invited to attend this year's awards at Sydney Olympic Park on the evening of Thursday October 9 to cheer on finalists from around the country

If you book to attend the ICTC Conference on October 9, the evening awards dinner is included in the conference price.  View the ICTC Conference Program at http://www.ictcsociety.org/files/Program.pdf.

For the special offer visit www.kab.org.au/sustainablecities or T: 07 3834 3333. 
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	Overall Winner
	Principal Sponsor

	
	Hungry Jack’s ® ‘Bag it and Bin it’

	
	

	Category 
	Category Sponsor

	Community Action
	Auburn Council

	Heritage and Culture
	

	Environmental Innovation
	

	Water Conservation
	Grundfos Pumps

	Litter Prevention
	Hungry Jack’s ® ‘Bag it and Bin it’

	Resource Recovery
	‘Do the Right Thing’ program of the Packaging Stewardship Forum

	Community Partnership
	ICTC Society

	Protection of the Environment
	

	Young Legends
	

	Dame Phyllis Frost Award
	


Principal Sponsor: HUNGRY JACK’S ® ‘Bag it and Bin it’ program. 

Hungry Jack's is doing its bit to help keep Australia beautiful:

· a ‘Bag it and Bin it’ anti litter message is being promoted to staff and added to packaging; 

· painted or printed Fries containers have been discontinued in favour of natural board containers

· some Queensland stores are trialling compacting units for both food waste and cardboard recycling;

· a grease guardian is being trialled at Flemington in Victoria which removes grease and oil from waste water.

Category Sponsor: ‘Do the Right Thing’ program of the Packaging Stewardship Forum of the Australian Food and Grocery Council

The Packaging Stewardship Forum (PSF) is a delivery agent for industry recycling, resource recovery, litter reduction and education programs on behalf of its members, the major brand owners and suppliers of packaging within the beverage sector.  

The Do the Right Thing brand is the core of PSF programs.  As one of the most successful behaviour change programs in Australian history, Do the Right Thing was responsible for a 70% reduction in litter during the 1980s and 1990s.  Today, the Do the Right Thing message is being used by more than two hundred and fifty townships and organisations across Australia to educate communities to reduce litter and recycle. 

The PSF is the largest sponsor of the Keep Australia Beautiful network, providing support to every state-based Tidy Towns and Sustainable Cities awards, Australian Tidy Towns and the Australian Clean Beach awards, to acknowledge and celebrate the contributions communities make to “doing the right thing” for our environment. 

Category Sponsor: Grundfos Pumps 
Grundfos is a world leader in manufacturing and supplying pumps and pumping systems. For over 25 years in Australia, the Grundfos range has allowed customers to select from pumps and pumping systems, which cover a wide range of applications across the entire water life cycle -  Water Supply, Water Transfer, Water Treatment and Wastewater. 

Grundfos Pumps has joined with Keep Australia Beautiful to help all Australians achieve improvements in water conservation. The partnership is based on sponsorship of the Water Conservation category of both the Tidy Towns and Sustainable Cities Awards at a National and State/Territory level. These awards identify, acknowledge and promote examples of excellence in local environmental initiatives. Finalists and winners of the awards will help provide best practice case studies and benchmarks that other local communities across Australia can utilise to address water shortages and restrictions.

Promotional Partner: Auburn Council

Auburn Council is the sponsor of the ICTC Conference Dinner and a keen participant in Keep Australia Beautiful New South Wales programs.  
Promotional Partner: ICTC Society
The society aims to: 

-To enhance the quality of life of inhabitants of cities, towns & communities.

-To assist cities, towns and communities to be as environmentally, socially & economically sustainable as possible.

-To bring together the required visionary professionals to discuss the challenges of replacing sprawl with compact environmentally, socially and economically acceptable environments

-To facilitate world best practices in the planning, development and management of cities, towns and communities and particularly the planning, development and management of public spaces and infrastructure.

