More evidence of SA’s environmental leadership 

September 23, 2008  

A national study released today by Keep Australia Beautiful shows South Australia’s determination to go it alone on environmental issues has paid off, Environment and Conservation Minister Jay Weatherill says.

 Keep Australia Beautiful conducted a survey in 2007/08 to chart the amount and spread of branded litter across the country.

 “The results point to the success of this State’s container deposit scheme, which was recently amended to increase the incentive for people not to litter by doubling the refund on drink containers,” Mr Weatherill said.

 “While there are still more things we can do to cut litter and waste, it is pleasing that new research suggests we are on the right track.”

 The Keep Australia Beautiful Branded Litter Study shows that nationally, non-alcoholic beverage containers and packaging equated for 21.4 per cent of branded litter – the largest category.

 But in South Australia, non-alcoholic beverage containers and packaging accounted for only 11.2 per cent of branded litter.

 Alcoholic beverage containers and packaging accounted for 19.5 per cent nationally, compared to 10.9 per cent in SA.

While Coca-Cola was the most frequently identified brand nationally, SA had the lowest proportion of Coca-Cola branded litter of any state or territory.

Take-away food and drink containers represented the largest proportion of branded litter items in SA at 23.3 per cent, followed by tobacco rubbish at 19.3 per cent.

“Our Container Deposit Legislation came into force in 1977 and the research continues to show it has significant environmental benefits,” Mr Weatherill said.

“It is clear that South Australia is a national leader in its container deposit legislation and is on the way to reaching our Strategic Plan target of reducing waste to landfill by 25 per cent by 2014.”
Source: 

23.9.08, News Release by Jay Weatherill MP, 

Minister for Environment and Conservation , SA

http://www.ministers.sa.gov.au/news.php?id=3715

