Keep Australia Beautiful 

Sustainable Communities Awards 

for Towns, Cities, Beaches.

Categories and Weightings
CITY OF SYDNEY 2008
· Community Action 200 points
Awareness and education are closely linked. The City has invested considerable energy and resources in working with organisations and the community in development of projects, increasing the community ownership and thus sustainability of the final outcome. To build awareness, capacity, environmental knowledge and behavioural change within the community Council did the following over 2007/2008 financial year: 

· Held the City’s first Live Green event, in Victoria Park in August. A Carbon Neutral event, it featured more than 90 stalls. Approximately 10,000 attendees learned about how to live green in an urban environment.
· Held more than 30 community and business forums, round table discussions, and City Talks about Sustainable Sydney 2030. The website received 16,000 visitors, 200 comments (and more than 2,000 comments through the “Future Phone”). Over 132,000 people have been exposed to the exhibition.
· Distributed $140,000 dollars through our grants programmes towards environmental works and/or educational projects providing resources to local individuals and organisations to achieve environmental improvements. Projects included a Green Roof Retrofit Design Model, a Pyrmont Urban Wildlife Corridor and Waterloo Recycling Project
· Helped facilitate Earth Hour, originally a Sydney event, now a global movement. 58 per cent of Australian adults in capital cities took part this year, leading to greater awareness and longer term behavioural change.

· Commenced Green Leaders program which sees more than 150 small and medium businesses receiving a free energy and waste audits. 

· Organised public forums such as Jan Gehl speaking on sustainable Sydney vision and 2030 talks 


· Donated native and mixed Council plants for Trees for Mum Mothers Day planting in Potts Point
· Continued to fund and support The Watershed shopfront which has held 96 Urban Sustainability Workshops with 1,120 participants over the year, Bagbusters and Butt Litter/Butt Blitz campaigns and a volunteer education programme. 

· Held workshops with BikeSydney, BikeNSW and BIKEast and others cycling groups and representatives.

· Undertaken research and community consultation into sustainable living habits of City residents to inform the creation of a planned Residential Environmental Action Strategy 
· Produced e-newsletters including Live Green and 3CBDs Greenhouse Initiative updates. 

· Distributed environmentally themed Brochures and Magazines 

· Fact sheets and information kits such as our Green Your Life brochure distributed (on recycled paper) at community centres and libraries.
· Facilitated and promoted Clean-Up Australia Day and National Tree Day
· Heritage and Culture 100 points

There are various programs being conducted by the City to preserve and value cultural history.  Some examples include:

· Works to rehabilitate early 19th century State listed Paddington reservoir and Walter Read reserve including brick and metalwork conservation, reinstating heritage elements, construction of sunken garden and installation of retention tank to collect rain water from Paddington Town Hall roof to recycle for irrigation. 
· $6 million restoration of one of Darlinghurst's former churches, historic Burton Street Tabernacle - a favourite place of worship for many Sydneysiders for decades and source of inspiration for Arthur Stace's message, "Eternity", which he wrote on Sydney footpaths for more than 30 years. Includes essential repair and remediation.
· Sydney Town Hall facade and internal services upgrade. 
· Public Art Conservation Program ensuring collection of 220 sculptures, monuments, fountains and memorials preserved for future generations. Over $0.5 million budgeted in 2007/08. Key projects include repairing El Alamein Fountain, conservation of socially significant community murals at Woolloomooloo, restoration of Francis Greenway designed Obelisk of Distances – Australia’s earliest surviving public monument of colonisation.
· Council resolution in February to establish a major Aboriginal cultural centre to educate and teach about the world’s oldest living culture.

· Council resolution this month to establish Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory Panel to give specialist indigenous advice to council on heritage, culture and events.
· Republishing of “Red Tape, Gold Scissors”, a history of Sydney's Chinese community.
· Darlinghurst Road 'Strip on the Strip' walking tour (recent recipient of heritage award).
· Creation of permanent archive of oral history interviews that record diverse nature of our communities - three Oral History Projects completed so far.
· History program research on 80 City parks’ history, on the web, published and on parks signage –will help ensure future works sympathetic to heritage. 
· Environmental Innovation 100 points

The City of Sydney is the only city to have a sustainability roadmap based on the Sydney we want by 2030. The plan responds to the challenges of global warming, rising oil prices, declining housing affordability and growth suggesting five Big Moves to make Sydney more sustainable, vibrant and successful. 
We have mapped out where savings can be made to ensure our actions and programs reduce CO2 across the entire LGA by over 50 per cent. 2030 represents a joint community, government and business response.
Concurrent with the vision is strong on-ground action through our Environment Management Plan targets and programs.  The plan includes many substantial targets such as 70 per cent reduction in greenhouse emissions by 2050, in accordance with best available information.
Through the adoption of showcase capital works projects, we are raising the profile of water and energy conservation, setting benchmarks for capital works projects and paving the way for other local government authorities to follow.

The City has undertaken in-depth research and consultation with its community to inform a residential environment action strategy.  The work has assessed not only awareness of environmental issues and priorities, but also what is working.  The scale is unprecedented and has been lauded by environment educators across Australia and New Zealand.

In 2007/08 the City has advertised the third round of its highly successful community grants program which provided funding to local not for profit groups to implement environmental improvement programs or education.  
Many worthy programs have been instigated by the community in this way and cover a range of issues such as assessing urban ecology and installing large water reuse projects.

· Water Conservation 100 points

As environmental managers of Australia's premier city and largest urban centre, the City of Sydney is strongly aware of Council’s stewardship position and our key role in greater community-wide sustainability. The City’s showcase projects are raising the profile of water conservation, setting benchmarks for capital works projects and paving the way for other Councils to follow. 
Ambitious targets in our Environmental Management Plan include a zero increase in mains water and 25% of water to be recycled by 2015. These targets are driving behavioural change, new approaches to projects and significant water savings. 
Capturing and reusing water at key public sites ensures a public reminder about benefits of water reuse. We have installed 25 Rainwater Tanks at our childcare centres, depots and parks sites, with 16 more to be installed in coming months. 

We have incorporated water savings features into our capital works projects for new sources of irrigation water for our City:
· Harmony Park -stormwater redirected from nearby substation roof to a 240kL underground tank for irrigation. Barcom Park set a benchmark in environmental design – stormwater harvested from nearby hospital retention tank and transferred to 100kL underground storage tank. Permeable road pavements drain and connect to bio-retention system, collecting runoff and removing pollutants. A bioswale polishes and improves water quality. Glebe Foreshore – stormwater reuse from historic Bellevue House for reuse in public facilities. Three bio-swales intercept and treat stormwater from adjoining streets. Darlinghurst Road –capture of stormwater in 20 biofiltration tree pits to drought proof street trees. Busy roads are a major source of pollutants entering Sydney Harbour, so pits designed to treat pollution.
Examples of strengthed partnerships with other stakeholders include:

· Negotiating with St Vincent’s Hospital at Barcom Park to collect stormwater. Working with Energy Australia to capture water from a locally owned sub-station roof. At the City’s biggest park – Sydney Park, the City formalised an agreement with the Department of Environment and Conservation, Sydney Water and TransGrid to deliver $3million dollar system to harvest up to 495 megalitres stormwater annually. Our Watershed Sustainability Resource Centre, jointly funded with Marrickville Council – gives over-the-counter advice and workshops on grey water reuse, rainwater tank installation, water efficiency and natural cleansing. Cooks River Sustainability Initiative deliverables include developing a community vision, subcatchment management plan (action and master plan) for each six subcatchments.
Council is driving down water usage through greater efficiencies and capitalising on re-use opportunities.
Redesign of our parks and streetscapes saving 40 megalitres of potable mains water annually to irrigate parks and trees. Water Savings Action Plan actions such as amenities and cooling tower upgrades and leakage detection are reducing Council’s consumption by an additional 33 megalitres. 

· Litter Prevention 200 points

The City's street cleansing operations remove significant volumes of dust, litter, heavy metals, and organic matter which could otherwise become a significant stormwater pollution issue. 
Council also promotes the link between littering and polluting our waterways - fish symbols on stormwater drain covers and street kerb signs reinforce that stormwater often flows into our harbours. 
The City owns and maintains 11 large stormwater pollution traps and about 4,000 smaller trapped gully pits which collect about 1,290 tonnes of pollution each year. The waste from these traps is collected and transported to landfill to prevent it from entering our waterways.  
In 2007/08 the City completed 12 x Butt Blitzes at 15 hot spot locations across LGA and blitzes continue to be rolled out every month. City of Sydney Rangers and education officers educate smokers on what to do with their butts and if necessary, fining offenders who cannot do the right thing.
Squads of Butt Busters target litter hotspots and other areas in the CBD, Martin Place, Chinatown and in Newtown handing out 10,000 free personal ashtrays and encouraging businesses to join the City of Sydney's Clean Harbour Partners program where they can apply for a free wall-mounted ashtray valued at $350. 

More than 500 smokers were surveyed by City of Sydney about smoking habits, with results showing that some people are still too stubborn to do the right thing. A study in the CBD, Kings Cross and Glebe found there were more than 15,000 butts thrown away every day - which is about 5.4 million butts potentially going straight into Sydney Harbour. 
The survey found 73 per cent of smokers were aware City of Sydney Rangers can impose fines between $60 and $200 for littering, but just 22 per cent were aware that Rangers often operate in plain clothes. Despite these deterrents, 11 per cent of smokers surveyed still believed it was acceptable to litter cigarette butts in public places. Half of all smokers admit to littering cigarette butts even though 94 per cent know it damages the environment. 
In 2007/08 the City received $10,000 litter grant from DECC to implement ‘Green Clean Chinatown’ and $20,000 for illegal dumping collaborative project with Department of Housing. 3,200 dumps collected by rapid response trucks

All schools across the LGA are offered support in implementing waste and sustainability education initiatives. In 2007/08, 20 schools participated in programs such as Waste Watchers and Grime Scene Investigation.

City Rangers undergo regular training on environmental protection and enforce the City's various pollution controls.   Rangers issue on-the-spot fines for street littering, including cigarette butts and also issue Clean-Up and Prevention Notices to prevent sediment pollution from construction sites and illegal dumping.  
· Resource Recovery 100 points

Recognises achievement in resource recovery and waste management including initiatives which conserve resources, water or energy minimisation practices; the recovery and reuse of materials including packaging, and the appropriate disposal of non-recyclable materials.

Initiatives which commenced to improve resource recovery in the City LGA include:

· Zero Waste, a high-profile campaign to communicate the unit’s range of waste education programs to residents, staff and visitors to the City. In conjunction, an interactive, educational website was built to encourage people to reduce waste at home  http://web-sites/ZeroWaste 

· Collaborative project with Housing NSW to improve recycling programs in selected properties.
· The Watershed shopfront partnership continues to be the flagship community sustainability education program for the City.99 workshops for approximately 1200 participants delivered, on 8 topics at 7 venues across City and Marrickville
· The City continues to be seen as a leader in local government for the promotion and support of community gardens. During 07-08 a draft community gardens policy and a Guide for residents in setting up community gardens were developed.
· Cleansing and Waste Ed have established a productive dialogue with Events staff to improve resource recovery and waste management at events. 
· 16,700 tonnes of recycling collected - 3% increase from 06/07
· Diverted 870 tonnes of street cleaning waste from landfill
· Conducted Community Consultation to inform development of the draft Waste Management Strategy.
· Food waste from some City venues is donated to Oz-Harvest, a charity that collects excess food and delivers it free of charge to organisations that feed the disadvantaged in our community.  
· In an effort to close the recycling loop and minimise impact on the environment, the City has switched to using 100 per cent post consumer recycled paper. 
· City Rangers use electronic ticketing which is estimated to save around 800,000 paper notices each year.   
· The City's Information Management Unit has developed a number of initiatives to assist Council in reducing its waste including:  - using Multi Function Devices (MFDs) with double-sided printing, photocopying, faxing and scanning in the one device.
· The City is also investigating developing new waste recovery facilities with technology that has the potential to significantly increase resource recovery rates.   
Since April 2006, the City has provided financial support for a Reuse Referral Service coordinated by The Bower, a not-for-profit cooperative.

· Community Partnership 200 points

The City has invested considerable energy and resources in working with organisations and the community in development of projects, increasing the community ownership and thus sustainability of the final outcome.

Some of these partners include:

· Clean Up Australia
· Cooks River Foreshore Working Group
· Green Building Council
· Institute for Sustainable Futures
· ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability

· Keep Australia Beautiful
· NSW Department of Water and Energy

· NSW Department of Environment and Climate Change

· Observatory Hill Environmental Education Centre\

· Planet Ark, Randwick Council

· Rozelle Bay Community Native Nursery
· Southern Regional Organisation of Councils
· Sydney Coastal Councils Group
· Sydney Metropolitan Wildlife Service
· Sydney Water Corporation
· Watershed Sustainability Resource Centre

Over 2007/08 we have

· Held more than 30 community and business forums, round table discussions, and City talks about Sustainable Sydney 2030 , as well as received more than 15,000 website visitors and 200 comments and received more than 2000 comments through 
the “Future Phone”.  Since the 2030 exhibition opened, 131,898 people have come through Customs House and been exposed to the exhibition. 

· Continued to fund and support the Watershed shopfront which has held 96 Urban 
Sustainability Workshops with 1,120 participants over the year.
· Held workshops with BikeSydney BikeNSW and BIKEast and others cycling groups and representatives, as well as feedback from submissions to develop Cycling Strategy workshops.
· Undertaken research and community consultation into sustainable living habits of City 
residents to inform the creation of a planned Residential Environmental Action Strategy 
· Held the Live Green sustainability festival which shows the community practical ways to live more sustainably.

· Facilitated and promoted Clean-Up Australia Day and National Tree Day (2000 trees planted) in our LGA.

· Protection of the Environment 100 points

The City has developed a number of Tree Management  Policies (Urban Tree Management Policy, Tree Preservation Order, Street Tree Master Plan and 

Register of Significant Trees) to ensure the protection and enhancement of the City's urban forests. 
The City's Register of Significant Trees identifies 1,931 trees significant to the LGA. These trees are located in public spaces, parks, streetscapes and on privately owned properties. 

The City continues to improve the number and quality of its street trees. Street trees improve urban amenity and air quality.  The City plants around 2,000 new and replacement street trees each year.

In 2007/08 volunteers planted approximately 5,400 plants for Planet Ark National Tree Day including native trees, shrubs and grasses.  Each year the City provides free native plants for National Tree Day and for other special events. 

In order to combat tree vandalism, the City has installed CCTV to protect trees at Blackwattle Bay in Glebe. 

The City is working on programs to rid our open spaces of exotic plant 

species that have become weeds. 

The City continues to support the restoration work being undertaken by the Rozelle Bay Community Native Nursery (RBCNN) and Pyrmont Ultimo Landcare (PUL). These groups restore degraded natural environments through revegetation and maintenance projects. In 2007/08, RBCNN and PUL volunteers planted around 5,000 native plants. 

RBCNN worked at Federal Park Wetland, Johnston's Creek Canal, Lewis Hoad Reserve, The Crescent, Bicentennial Park, Glebe Foreshore and Pyrmont. 

PUL worked at the Light Rail Station, Harris Street and Pirrama Road, Quarry Master Drive, Wentworth Park, Bartholomew Park and Waterfront Park West. 

PUL also organised Clean Up Australia Day activities in March 2007 with 55 volunteers 

working on a number of clean up projects. 

There are ten Community Gardens in the LGA located in Glebe, Redfern, Newtown, Erskineville, Waterloo and Woolloomooloo. The City supports these gardens by providing services, land and materials. 

As well as growing herbs, flowers, vegetables, fruits and rare plants, Community Gardens act as a social hub, bringing a wide range of people together to cultivate and care for their plants. 
The gardens demonstrate sustainability principles including waste minimisation, water and energy conservation. 
· Young Legends 100 points

The City of Sydney has engaged youth with environmental initiatives operated from our community centres.  For example, the Pine Street Creative Arts Centre holds an environmental art competition each year for kids.  The Pyrmont Community centre also holds environmental art workshops with after school care and holiday programs.  Recently it was announced that art produced through this program would be displayed at Werrington Station.

As well as working directly with youth, the City has a schools environmental program offering assistance to develop school environmental management plans, waste education and recycling services.

The City’s annual environmental event, Live Green, contains a dedicated children’s area.  Hosts Johnny and Liesel from Loose Canon Arts, took children and their families on fantastic adventures off the beaten track.  They were joined by Angela and Penny and a very special performance from Mic Conway about the three ‘R’s – Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. Children were involved in the eco-art activities using recycled materials to create a colourful art installation on the day. There are also special workshops on Renewable Energy for children aged 6 - 16 years old.  With the support of EnergyAustralia, Principal Sponsor of Live Green, City of Sydney ran a competition in the Children’s Area that primary school aged children could enter to win either an energy audit for their school. 
Through the City’s environmental grants programs, many youth in the LGA have implemented sustainability initiatives such as:

· Grime Scene Investigation GSI - Grime Scene Investigation' is an environmental education fieldwork project in Blackwattle Bay. Observatory Hill Environmental Education Centre

· Water Awareness Education and Conservation - This project has developed and implemented environmental educational programs and reduced use of potable water by installing rain water tanks. Blackfriars Children's Centre. 
· Community Garden: Asphalt to Green Belt - A school community garden has been built as a central outdoor learning space. The garden draws on themes of bush tucker, Erskineville’s cultural heritage, food production, water use and sustainability. Erskineville Public School P&C.
· Stormwater Harvest: Saving Stormwater at School - An underground 30,000L stormwater harvest system was installed on the Erskineville Public School grounds to save 190,000L of mains water per year. The installation project was incorporated into the school's environmental education curriculum. Erskineville Public School P&C.
· HarbourKeepers for Kids - The program provided unique educational experiences for Sydney's school children allowing them to learn more about Sydney Harbour's marine environment as part of NPA's existing HarbourKeepers program. National Parks Association of NSW Inc. 
· Water Wise Guys - An environmental education event that celebrated National Water Week. The project involved 750 students and 60 teachers with programs focusing on waste water management and water conservation. Observatory Hill Environmental Education Centre.

· Dame Phyllis Frost Award

In 2008, the City of Sydney became the first carbon neutral government in Australia through energy efficiency, renewable energy and offsets. 

We made this commitment voluntarily to:

· Reduce impacts of climate change

· Prepare for future regulations 

· Meet public and staff expectations

· Show environmental leadership

· Influence sustainable market processes

· Reduce costs through energy savings

Our target now is a 20 per cent reduction of emissions through energy efficiency by 2012 (based on 2006 levels) and to continue to use 100% GreenPower and other accredited offsets for emissions which can't be avoided.

The next step is to develop a 5-year carbon strategy to ensure that City remains carbon neutral in a cost effective and environmentally beneficial manner in accordance with recognised carbon principles.
Combined with energy savings and abatement measures, GreenPower is a major mechanism for the City to become carbon neutral.  City of Sydney GreenPower initiatives include:

· The City is committed to continue to purchase 100% GreenPower for all our electricity use (buildings and street lighting). 
· GreenPower is used for the City's carbon neutral event - Live Green. 
· The City has been using GreenPower for its New Year's Eve celebrations since 2004. 
· The City periodically promotes the use of GreenPower.

Being carbon neutral is a first step to a greater vision for a carbon neutral LGA. Through the Sustainable Sydney 2030 program, the City of Sydney has a sustainability roadmap based on the Sydney we want by 2030. 
The plan responds to the challenges of global warming, rising oil prices, declining housing affordability and growth suggesting five Big Moves to make Sydney more sustainable, vibrant and successful. 
The plan has mapped out where savings can be made to ensure our actions and programs reduce greenhouse gas emissions across the entire LGA by over 50 per cent. 2030 which is a joint community, government and business response.

