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MEDIA RELEASE
Wednesday 17 September 2008
Townsville’s The Strand, named Australia’s Cleanest Beach for 2008
Townsville’s The Strand is the national winner of the Keep Australia Beautiful Clean Beaches Awards, announced in Sydney last night.  
According to the Australian Clean Beaches Judge, Chris Tola, The Strand exhibits everything an overall winning beach should. There is excellent commitment by the Council, working together with local community and business.  
“The Strand’s infrastructure ensures every aspect of this beach, from the catchment to the reef, is in the best condition possible. The dedication to ensuring an enjoyable seaside experience for locals and visitors alike, is coupled with an enthusiastic and active commitment to Townsville's environment. There is a strong desire to exhibit best practice innovation, through the use of simple technologies and fantastic educational techniques,” Tola said.
Congratulating Townsville on their win, Prime Minister, The Hon Kevin Rudd MP, said: 
“I would like to congratulate Townsville on winning the 2008 Australian Clean Beaches award for The Strand.  This award is a testament to the success of the local government and the community in working together to achieve environmental, educational and cultural outcomes for residents and visitors.  This is a fantastic achievement resulting in a welcoming beach environment which can be enjoyed by all.”
Queensland Premier Anna Bligh said the Strand is a "must stop" spot for locals and visitors to Townsville and North Queensland.  

"It is the North's welcoming front door and, as a result of the State and Townsville Council's support, it has been transformed into a magnificent community venue. Well done Townsville! You have done yourselves and all of Queensland proud," Ms Bligh added.

Townsville local, Olympic Beach Volley Ball player, Natalie Cook, is a Clean Beaches Ambassador and will be in Townsville on Saturday to play a match with locals. Hearing of their win she said:

“It’s wonderful that Townsville is being recognised with the national clean beaches award. Growing up in Townsville it is great to see the local community is helping to protect and enhance the local environment for future generations. The Strand has been a big part of my life and I’m proud local efforts are helping to preserve it for future generations to enjoy.”
Townsville’s The Strand also picked up the Protection of the Environment and Environmental Innovation (Water) Category Awards, and was highly commended in the Heritage and Culture, Environmental Innovation and Litter Prevention categories.

Australia’s favourite premium spring water Mount Franklin, is celebrating individual, local and community sustainability efforts by sponsoring the Australian Clean Beaches Awards 2008. In addition to the honour of the national title, Townsville will receive a 100% recycled plastic picnic table to remind people PET is a valuable material and can be recycled and reused to make other useful items such as tables and clothing. 







Page 1/2
Page 2/2

Further information about the Australian Clean Beaches Awards can be found at www.kab.org.au
- ends - 
Media enquiries to:
· Lara Shannon - Keep Australia Beautiful on 0415 076 015 or laras@kab.org.au 
· Chris Tola - Australian Clean Beaches Judge on 0438 203 964 
Townsville City Council contacts: 
· Cr Vern Veitch - Chair, Environment & Sustainable Development Committee on 0418 729 496
Picnic Bay Surf Life Saving Club contact: 
· George Clarke - President on 0418 778 458
Keep Australia Beautiful, Australian Clean Beaches, Award Recipients 2008
	Category 
	Category Winner
	Category Sponsor

	Australia’s Cleanest Beach
	The Strand – QLD

	Mount Franklin 

	Community Action
	Tathra Beach – NSW

	Truelocal.com.au

	Heritage and Culture
	Frankston – VIC

	TakeABreak.com.au

	Environmental Innovation
	Tathra Beach – NSW

	

	Environmental Innovation Water
	The Strand – QLD

	Grundfos

	Litter Prevention


	Scarborough Beach – WA
	Hungry Jack’s ® ‘Bag it and Bin it’ program

	Resource Recovery


	Scarborough Beach – WA

	Packaging Stewardship Forum

	Community Partnership


	Freers Beach – TAS

	Mount Franklin

	Protection of the Environment
	The Strand – QLD

	Coastalwatch

	Young Legends


	Kingston, South East – SA

	

	Dame Phyllis Frost Award


	Dr Matthew Nott 
Clean Energy Group, Tathra Beach – NSW

	


Full details for each entrant in the Australian Clean Beaches Awards 2008 can be found at www.kab.org.au/beaches
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