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Foreword

Sustainability and climate change are taking centre stage as Governments, industry and the general public develop ideas and action plans to avert the disastrous impacts that are increasingly being forecast by so many.

In preparing this submission for the KAB Sustainable Cities Award, the City of Salisbury appreciates that the judgement criteria is based on categories demonstrating;

· Heritage and Culture

· Environmental Innovation

· Water Conservation

· Litter Prevention

· Resource Recovery

· Environmental Protection

· Community Partnerships

· Community Action

· Young Legends (individual or group)

The City of Salisbury submission seeks to address each of these criteria by demonstrating the policy commitments that have been supported by specific examples of implementation that effectively illustrate the criteria of excellence, leadership, application and effectiveness in the delivering of achieving a sustainable city across three levels; environmental, economic and social.

This award submission is not overwhelmed by detail or technical explanation. The evidence can be sourced online and in supporting publications. Our justification for selection is based on numerous specific examples of best practice, innovation, Local Government leadership and collaboration that set Salisbury apart.

This is not our claim but the claim of those in business, Government and the community who have worked alongside us to bring about further positive change. Their supporting testimonials and commentary further strengthen our case. What is presented demonstrates the merits of Salisbury’s case to be recognised with the KAB Sustainable Cities Award.

Salisbury’s commitment to these principles and its guiding policy framework for sustainability and climate change was adopted by Council in late 2007. It’s this comprehensive strategy that now guides all Council decisions to ensure that all actions are founded on sound principles of sustainability.

Stephen Hains, City Manager

Introduction

As part of the process of developing and adopting a city-wide sustainability strategy, Council has undertaken a number of initiatives which actively contribute towards sustainability.

Examples include;

· Adoption of Cities for Climate Change Protection guidelines

· Participation in the Urban Forest Biodiversity Program

· Development of Australia’s first truly integrated water management via flood control, wetland systems and aquifers through to filtration and reticulation

· Partnership development with neighbouring Councils and the State to secure funding for the $100m Waterproofing Northern Adelaide plan

· Waste reduction and recycling to reduce landfills

· Environmental Management Plan in accordance with Agenda 21
· Success in being part of the consortium to win the first Solar Cities project

Building on the above initiatives which will all proceed in 2009 along with continuation of work already underway there remains a large number of opportunities for the City to further contribute towards sustainability in the short and long term.

The City of Salisbury is committed to a process of ecologically sustainable development, which is defined as meeting the needs of current and future generations through simultaneous environmental, social and economic improvement.

Ecologically sustainable development requires careful management of growth, production and consumption so that we can better meet the needs of our community while using fewer raw materials and producing less waste.

The importance of implementing sustainable policies and procedures is becoming a greater priority for all communities due to the intensification of the greenhouse effect and resulting climate change, which is having a significant and growing impact on ecosystems.

Salisbury is South Australia’s second largest city and is expanding faster than any other in the State. In response to this vibrant growth, the City of Salisbury’s development of an Environmental Management Plan based on the United Nation’s Local Agenda 21 protocols, addresses the challenge of climate change.

As part of this plan, the City of Salisbury has embraced the objectives of Cities for Climate Change Protection and the Urban Forest Biodiversity Program. It has pioneered an integrated water management program involving a network of wetlands and aquifer storage and recovery facilities to convert stormwater into a valuable resource for industry, residents and open space irrigation.

The City of Salisbury is a partner in the Solar Cities project serving as a model for other communities in Australia to consider new, environmentally responsible ways of sourcing energy. It is also dedicated to best practice in waste management, a policy embraced by the community with Salisbury residents in recent years significantly increasing the amount of clean recyclables and garden waste material placed out for collection on the kerbside.

The sustainability commitment applies across all departments of the City of Salisbury, with environmental considerations built into management planning, budgetary processes, and in everyday work responsibilities.

It covers key areas including energy conservation, minimising the amount of waste going to landfill, integrated urban development and transport planning, along with management of natural resources, biodiversity and open space and supporting a proud community that enjoys living and working in our area.

This whole of Council approach encourages industry and residents to value and protect our environment. With this projected continued growth, the City of Salisbury recognises that sustainability is a direction, not a destination.

Its policies will evolve in line with Commonwealth, State and Local Government sustainability frameworks, and it will continually seek ways to improve on its environmental, social and economic performance for the benefit of current and future generations.

1. Community Action

The City of Salisbury prides itself on its presentation and its importance in encouraging a community full of drive, commitment and spirit. The relationship between a proud and prosperous City, and a proud and prosperous community, is intertwined. Business investment attraction programs, community support services and environmental initiatives aim to achieve a balanced approach to sustaining our City.

Sustainability is about building a lasting and strong community which feels supported by its locality. Local Government plays an integral role in building a sustainable community and building links to encourage community action.

1.1 Community Garden Program at our Community Centres 

A gardening program linking senior citizens with young school students.

1.2 Improved Native Landscape & Infrastructure

The street landscape beautification program aims to revegetate and further enhance our local streets using indigenous plants.

1.3 New Development Landscaping

Developers are increasingly working with Council to integrate kerbside landscaping using indigenous and drought-tolerant plants.

1.4 Youth Conservation Teams

Teams of youth are involved in revegetation of older reserves and various conservation programs.

1.5 Urban Forest Biodiversity Program

The South Australia Urban Forest Biodiversity Program (UFBP) has the unique vision of conserving the biodiversity of greater Adelaide - from Gawler to Sellicks Beach - from the coast to the Adelaide Hills.

1.6 Cities for Climate Protection (CCP)

The Cities for Climate Protection (CCP) Australia program is in its eleventh year, and assists Local Governments and their communities to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

1.7 Work for the Dole

Work for the Dole is a highly successful program delivering increased ownership through a landscaping and interpretive trail project. This initiative is about skilling the community and capacity building.

1.8 Local Youth Group - Bird Hide

Following successful grant funding, a local youth group has been commissioned to build a bird hide along the banks of the Greenfields Wetlands. By involving this young group, it encourages their participation and appreciation of the City.

1.9 Local Library Bus Service

The City of Salisbury realises that not all residents have the capacity to visit its services, so the Salisbury Library Service takes its service to the people.

1.10 Carp Fishing

A successful program, the City of Salisbury offers a managed carp fishing program as a way of engaging the local community and managing carp numbers in our wetlands.

1.11 Volunteer Opportunities

Volunteers make a huge difference to the community. In Salisbury volunteers are an integral part of delivering a range of community services. Positions range from volunteer drivers, trainers, community centre staff, Twelve25 youth participant/staff to conservation teams established to identify plants and ensure protection of native species. A range of volunteer positions are available all year round.

1.12 Skate Parks & BMX Facility

There are two skate parks and a world-class BMX facility in the City of Salisbury. An international BMX competition has been held in Salisbury, as well as a national skating event. The sites for these programs are coupled with natural landscaping and are built to encourage community participation.

1.13 Living Legends

An awards program recognising community achievement and celebrating our unsung heroes, the Living Legends program is an ambassador network. These highly credible identities offer support to the City as well as the community.

1.14 Just Too Deadly Awards

An initiative to celebrate and recognise Indigenous youth who successfully complete Year 12, this program encourages and recognises our local young people. The program recognises that support goes a long way.

1.15 Salisbury North Urban Improvement Project

An initiative highlighting the Salisbury North affordable housing project across all levels - water conservation, energy efficiency, building construction, design and improvements in the environment.

1.16 Mobara Park

An example of an open space program aimed at catering to and sharing culture with our diverse community.

1.17 Graffiti Task Force

The Council operates a task force to deal with aspects of controlling graffiti with an appointed full time graffiti coordinator and two additional staff painters. Community members are encouraged to report graffiti and acts of vandalism as the City will pursue legal action when enough evidence is collected. Council works in partnership with the Family and Youth Services Group to assist with paint out and removal of graffiti in the community.

2. Heritage & Culture

The community in Salisbury is one of pride and preservation of the City’s cultural heritage is a key part of remembering where we’ve come from. The Council foyer displays a wonderful back-lit collage featuring images from Salisbury’s past. 

To this day, children and grandchildren of the men and women featured, come to the Council to tell the stories of their forefathers who may have played on the streets of the places displayed, or are in fact shown, within their army regiments, or riding horseback along the original streets.

2.1 Council Foyer Display

A display featuring old timer photographs and landmarks from around the City of Salisbury is placed at the front office of Council.

2.2 Local History Service

The Local History Service, offered through the Salisbury Library Service, allows community members to find out about people, places and events that have shaped the City of Salisbury. The Local History Room, located at Len Beadell Library, is open seven days a week, supervised by a Local History Officer who can assist with historical searches and information gathering.

2.3 Cemetery Registry

An online registry of burials and locations at our local cemetery is available for families wishing to find out information about their loved ones who are buried in our local area.

2.4 Public Artwork Program

An initiative highlighting places of historical significance throughout the City of Salisbury and linking practiced artists with new artists.

2.5 Reconciliation and NAIDOC

Recognising our cultural heritage, education programs and school programs are supported by the Council.

2.6 Archaeological Paths

Indigenous trails located at local reserves are maintained as significant sites within Salisbury. Some locations include the Little Para Trails, Tappa Woodliparri, and Linear Trail where the original RM Williams site is still located.

2.7 The Watershed

The Watershed Sustainability Centre is an ambitious example of the City of Salisbury’s dedication to sustainability education and preservation. The architecturally designed Centre, located along Greenfields Wetlands, was relocated from its original location at Mawson Lakes. A gift to the City of Salisbury from Delfin Lend Lease, this building is intended as a function centre, restaurant, sustainability centre and functional operational office for the Waterwatch educational program.

2.8 St Kilda

The historic seaside town of St Kilda has been a popular destination since the days of the first settlers, when local families would spend the day crabbing, paddling and enjoying the sea air.

2.8.1 St Kilda Tramway Museum

Built in 1974, the St Kilda Tramway Museum features many of Adelaide’s old trams from its former tram network with a primary emphasis on the electric tramway system. The Museum includes 20 trams, 14 in service; several Adelaide built Melbourne trams, two Adelaide horse trams, four electric trolley buses (including Australia’s first), and historic tram rides on 2km of track that runs between the Museum and the St Kilda Adventure Playground. Preserving every type of tram that operated on Adelaide’s metropolitan tram network from 1878 to the mid 1950’s, the Museum is one of a kind and open to the public Sundays and Public Holidays from 1pm to 5pm and Wednesdays during school holidays.

2.8.2 St Kilda Playground

This award-winning playground is like no other. Offering a range of unusual, specially designed play equipment such as a flying fox, spiral slide, giant wave slide, monorail and maze, the St Kilda playground is for the adventurous. And if you still want more, you can cross the drawbridge to explore the castle or jump aboard to captain the ship. St Kilda is a historic piece of the local culture and remains a highlight for many families.

2.8.3 St Kilda Mangrove Trail

The St Kilda Mangrove Trail and Interpretive Centre provides a wonderful insight into Adelaide’s unique near-city mangrove forest. The complex includes a 2km boardwalk that meanders through the mangrove forest of the Barker Inlet Aquatic Reserve, allowing visitors to explore this fascinating ecosystem without damaging the forest. The boardwalk enables visitors to experience the delights of the mangrove estuary - from the tidal salt marshes at the landward margin of the estuary, through to the mangroves and seagrass channels located at the seaward edge.
3. Environmental Innovation

A primary objective of the City of Salisbury is to achieve environmental sustainability. Its record of good planning, responsible management, leadership and innovation can be sourced at every turn to environmental conservation and stewardship. 

Nothing demonstrates this more than its vision and commitment to;

· Achieve world best practice in stormwater management

· Halt the flow of pollution into Gulf St Vincent

· Recharge underground aquifers

· Preserve precious mangroves

· Protect endangered birdlife and ensure biodiversity

· Establish an extensive network of reserves, trails and parks

· Implement Australia’s first Solar Cities initiative

· Establish a showcase centre to demonstrate sustainability

· Reduce waste and improve waste management

Most Salisbury residents, and a good proportion of people across metropolitan Adelaide are aware of aspects of Salisbury’s showcase networks of wetlands that filter and cleanse stormwater while enhancing urban landscapes, creating habitat diversity and recreational amenity. However, there is far more to tell and to celebrate about the healthy environment of Salisbury.

3.1 Solar Cities

This program involves the Cities of Salisbury, in partnership with Origin Energy, BP Solar, Big Switch Projects, ANZ and Delfin, with associated Council’s of Tea Tree Gully, Playford and Adelaide, which together make up one of five areas chosen around Australia to be part of this program. One service that is offered to businesses is a discounted business energy efficiency program, which will provide energy audits to help save energy, money and the environment.

3.2 The Watershed Sustainability Centre

The development of the Watershed Sustainability Centre and Cafe to showcase environmental initiatives across northern Adelaide. Waterwatch Project Officers are also based at The Watershed.

3.3 Sustainable 1000 (SK1)

Encouraging small business to reduce operating costs through improved environmental management with a particular emphasis on energy, water and waste management. SK1 Northern Adelaide is involved in helping 1000 small businesses in Mawson Lakes, Salisbury South and Parafield to become ‘greener’, more profitable, one step ahead of their competition and in a better position to deal with the impacts of climate change. The program has proved popular and now all positions available to businesses have been filled.

3.4 St Kilda Mangrove Trail

St Kilda is a place where natural elements are still very much intact. Home to more than 100 species of birds, St Kilda boasts the largest mangrove estuary and most significant nursery for recreational and commercial fish species in Gulf St Vincent.

3.5 CNG Fleet Management

The Council has endeavoured to explore alternate fuel options for its fleet vehicles. The six Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) fuelled trucks converted this year, assist in the City’s direction to explore more sustainable measures.

3.6 Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy

Council has developed a forward plan policy addressing key actions across five policy areas including energy, waste, transport and urban development, open space and biodiversity, and natural resource management, for the next ten years across the whole of the Council.

3.7 Development Applications

Developers are required to incorporate and implement water sensitive urban design in new developments when creating landscape treatments and managing stormwater in Salisbury.

3.8 Concept Plans for Biodiversity Corridors

Environmental pathways offer both recreational and educational opportunities. The Edinburgh Parks to Bolivar, St Kilda Trail and Little Para Estuary are examples of local corridors.

3.9 Sustainability Panel

A new style of management, an internal cross-departmental team meets regularly to evaluate sustainability practices.

3.10 ‘Be Stormwater Smart’ Pollution Prevention Scheme

A collaborative project between the Cities of Salisbury, Playford and Adelaide & Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board to assist small/medium sized businesses to improve their business practices to reduce the impact on the environment.

3.11 Adelaide Solar City Trial

One of Australia’s largest energy saving ventures, the Wilson family was selected as the first solar family as part of the $80 million Adelaide Solar City Trial. The family, located in Salisbury North is learning the process of turning off. They were offered six solar panels fitted to their roof, which is expected to reduce their electricity bill by about $300 a year and save up to 1.4 tonnes of greenhouse gas. They have also replaced their light bulbs with energy efficient ones. The Solar Cities project is available to all residents in the Salisbury Council area and aims to offer an affordable rate for solarising the home.

3.12 Water Recycling - reWater

A water recycling plant located at Parafield Gardens uses Aquifer Storage and Recovery Technology (ASR) to recycle and store captured stormwater. This innovative water system has been acknowledged nationally and internationally with a range of awards and international study tours.

3.13 City Landscape Plan

A guiding document for all future landscape developments across the city, detailing plant species, indigenous natives and hierarchy of space and design elements, responding to water shortages and taking into consideration future climate changes.

4. Water Conservation

The ecologically responsible approach to stormwater management returns flows to the ground surface and utilises natural elements such as swales, ponds, streams and wetlands to control and filter urban stormwater. Wetlands remove pollutants from water by a complex range of processes and mechanisms - physical, chemical and biological.

Water conservation is an important part of Council’s daily work. It has led the change in water conservation technology and continues to develop new initiatives, to better conserve water and reduce reliance on the River Murray.

4.1 Waterproofing Northern Adelaide

The Australian Government Water Fund is providing a $41.8m grant, the State will provide over $16m (mostly through the Land Management Corporation) and the three participating Councils, Salisbury, Playford and Tea Tree Gully, will invest over $22m over the years through to 2010. One of the targets to be achieved is the provision of recycled water to all 40 schools in the Salisbury region.

4.2 Wetlands

The City of Salisbury’s 68 wetlands form not only a key recreational area, but are also a vital part of the City’s stormwater retention program. By detaining and slowing stormwater flows, ponds and lakes reduce downstream peak flow rates and allow sufficient time for natural processes to improve water quality. Both functions help protect the downstream ecosystems of streams and coastal areas.

4.3 Mawson Lakes Reclaimed Water Scheme

A project established by the City of Salisbury, Land Management Corporation, Delfin Lend Lease and SA Water to provide reclaimed water to Mawson Lakes residential and mixed use development through a reclaimed water network, known as the lilac system.

4.4 Integrated Water Management Plan and Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR)

The City of Salisbury is looking to implement Australia’s first totally integrated water management plan to efficiently harvest and manage systems for rainwater, stormwater, ground water, recycled waste water and potable water. This plan is an integral part of the Waterproofing Northern Adelaide project which received significant funding from the Federal Government in 2006.

4.5 reWater

reWater is the term Salisbury uses for its recycled water. It is defined as any non-potable reclaimed, recycled or reused water. This may include recycled stormwater, recycled effluent, native groundwater or any combination of these waters. It may also include any combination of reWater with potable water or rain water. The City of Salisbury recycles water for reuse by community reserves, businesses and residence irrigation and water to flush the toilet.

4.6 Water Commercialisation

The City of Salisbury has established a Water Business Unit to manage the harvesting, recycling and resale of reWater to business. The Water Unit is responsible for the management and development of Waterproofing Northern Adelaide initiatives and linking the City’s businesses and community reserves with reWater.
5. Litter Prevention

Litter is the most obvious of all stormwater pollutants. Litter can block stormwater drains and pipes and obstruct the natural flow of local creeks and rivers. Litter can get caught around aquatic animals, or be mistaken as food by the animals, which often become sick or die as a result.

5.1 KESAB Links

The City of Salisbury provides support for Clean Up Australia Day, coordinated by KESAB and active support for the Butt It campaign.

5.2 Community Volunteers

A proud community, locals volunteer their time to support litter collection around local streets.

5.3 Northern Adelaide Waste Management Authority (NAWMA)

In partnership with NAWMA, the City of Salisbury introduced its hard waste collection service in January 2008, encouraging residents to use the services of Salisbury’s Waste Transfer Station to dispose of their hard rubbish in an environmentally-friendly manner.

5.4 Pollution Prevention Officer

Council’s Pollution Prevention Officer provides dedicated support to managing stormwater pollution and auditing of industry. The Pollution Prevention Officer works closely in conjunction with the Adelaide & Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board.

5.5 ‘Be Fantastic, Lose Plastic’ Plastic Bag Reduction Program

In February 2005 the Cities of Salisbury, Port Adelaide Enfield, Charles Sturt and Holdfast Bay joined together to participate in the Plastic Bag Reduction Program – helping to move towards the State Government’s decision to phase out plastic bags by the end of 2008. The program aimed to reduce the number of plastic bags being used and increase the use of reusable polypropylene bags as a replacement. Zero Waste SA provided funding for the project to commence in June 2005. The reusable bags were available to the community at Council offices, where residents were able to swap five plastic bags for a reusable poly bag, or purchase one for $1.00 – the plastic bags collected were then recycled. During the project there were 14,300 reusable bags distributed and 71,500 plastic bags recycled within the City of Salisbury.

5.6 Waterwatch

Through its focus on catchment education, Waterwatch encourages and sees groups looking after sections of their waterway, commonly through learning about the impacts of stormwater pollution and action programs such as litter removal.

5.7 Trash Racks

Trash racks are put in place along waterways to filter out litter. The racks are emptied and cleaned whenever it rains. Occasionally, baskets are damaged through vandalism or from large objects coming down the stormwater system. Repairs are arranged promptly by the Council’s Asset Services staff. This is an integral preventative solution to protect our waterways.
6. Resource Recovery

The City of Salisbury aims to lead by example in energy efficient practice and adopting renewable energy technologies. These strategies are about Council as an organisation actively contributing to reducing its energy use as well as looking at other alternatives for renewable energy sources in its day-to-day operations, as well as in its future strategic planning.

The Council has made a substantial commitment to purchase 20 per cent accredited Green Power and in doing so has positioned itself as a leading and responsible corporate citizen. Accredited Green Power suppliers buy renewable energy from approved renewable energy generators and feed it into the national grid. Green Power is sourced from solar and wind energy. It is also taken from hydroelectricity, but only where this is produced from existing dams and weirs, and does not interfere with natural water courses.

The City of Salisbury has progressed towards more sustainable waste management via its membership with the Northern Adelaide Waste Management Authority (NAWMA), which included the establishment of a new landfill site at Uleybury. This includes initiatives such as kerbside recycling, baling of commercial and domestic waste, waste transfer stations and garden waste collection. The longer term plan is to extract methane gas with volumes that could potentially power up to 1000 homes. Since 1995, the amount of waste NAWMA has diverted from landfill has increased from 10 per cent to 40 per cent. 

NAWMA conducts a comprehensive series of education and community awareness programs to help people make informed decisions about waste management.

6.1 NAWMA

NAWMA (Northern Adelaide Waste Management Authority) operates a weekly general three bin waste collection service, general waste, a fortnightly recycling service, a fortnightly green waste service and a hard refuse collection service. It plays an integral part in educating the public about waste disposal and offers an education centre, based in Adelaide’s north.

6.2 Pooraka Waste Transfer Station

The Pooraka Waste Transfer Station offers sorted loads and partners with companies such as Jeffries to recycle green waste as a sustainable option to waste treatment.

6.3 Partnerships with Developers

Partnerships with developers such as Delfin Lend Lease and Mawson Lakes Development encourage the development of sustainable cities. Many new developers are also opting to place recycled ‘lilac pipes’ for the provision of recycled water to both industry and residential developments.

6.4 Energy Audits of Council Owned Buildings

A running program to audit all major Council buildings to look at energy efficiency and to cut down on energy usage.

6.5 Solar Lighting Trial

The City of Salisbury has implemented the use of solar lighting to illuminate various recreational and residential areas after nightfall. Solar lighting is presently used along linear trails, in reserves, and adjacent to retirement villages, bus stops and beach fronts.

6.6 Wind Turbine Demonstration at the Watershed

A single wind turbine can be seen at the Watershed Sustainability Centre as an operating example of alternate power generation. 

6.7 Jeffries Partnership

Green waste collected and deposited at the Pooraka Waste Transfer Station is recycled by Jeffries. The green waste is treated, aerated and mixed to form high quality compost, which is on-sold to businesses and the public. In a partnership arrangement, recycled produce was mixed with sludge collected through the drying of Greenfields Wetlands, and used to create attractive landscaping mounds at the Watershed.

6.8 Scouts Recycling Depot

The Scouts group has significant recycling plants in the Salisbury area, including a site at Burton, Greenfields and Pooraka. The facility offers opportunities for resource recovery and underpins South Australia’s container deposit legislation. It is a valuable way to engage the community in recycling.

6.9 Council Operations Centre Chemical Treatment

An underground concrete tank located under the front car park of Council’s Operations Centre collects roof water run off, to a capacity of 90,000 litres. This water is reused in truck wash bays, the chemical facility and for irrigation purposes.

7. Community Partnerships

Partnerships across Governments, business and the community can be seen throughout all facets of Local Government. The City of Salisbury works to develop targets and indicators as part of its strategic City Plan, to address solutions of significance, with sustainable outcomes. The outcomes may be achieved through housing programs, environmental and conservation programs, ageing services, recreation and reserves.

7.1 Salisbury North Urban Improvement Project

With the marketing name ‘Hawksbury Park’, the Salisbury North Urban Improvement Project is a ten year $180 million joint initiative between the City of Salisbury and the South Australian Department of Families and Communities (Housing SA). The project focuses on the many facets of urban renewal, with the overall aim being to improve quality of life for residents. The project outcomes provide a balance of refurbished dwellings for public housing or private sale along with allotments for new dwellings. This urban renewal strategy provides for affordable housing outcomes. The new housing is built in accordance with design guidelines to streetscapes through these initiatives. This is along with regenerated park infrastructure to provide aesthetically pleasing environments and water detention areas in the event of significant rain.

7.2 Urban Forest Biodiversity Program (UFBP)

The UFBP aims to redress the loss of biodiversity in metropolitan Adelaide, thereby enhancing environmental sustainability, amenity and quality of life. Applying a biodiversity plan to urban areas is a new approach to achieving the goal of a sustainable future that conserves the region’s unique biodiversity - our natural heritage.

7.3 Communities for Children partnership with The Hub and Unity Park Regional Accessible Playground

A network of services for mothers and their children, offering community ownership programs as well as a fully accessible playground for children with disabilities.
7.4 Proposal for Affordable Land

Partnerships with affordable housing departments and the possibility of utilising unused Council land is one such program being investigated to support our local community.

7.5 Jack Young Centre and Para Hills Centre

Recognising our ageing population is the driver for establishing programs and centres which cater for our senior citizens. Programs include networks, lunches and activities for education and development.

7.6 Waterwatch

Waterwatch is a program delivered in partnership with the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board for residents of the City of Salisbury and beyond (into northern Adelaide and Barossa).

7.7 Dog Friendly Parks

As part of its drive to reduce the incidence of dog attacks in the Salisbury area, Council maintains and enforces a Bylaw requiring all dogs to be leashed in public places (including roads and footpaths) except for parks and open spaces marked with signs permitting unleashed exercise from 6.30pm to 8am daily. In conjunction with these controls Council also provides dog friendly parks where owners can exercise their dogs unleashed at any time. The fenced parks have been designed to provide interesting recreational environments for both dogs and owners as well as opportunities for rest and watering.

7.8 Living Loud

Living Loud is the City’s large-scale community event. Held annually, this event is a showcase of everything positive about the region. Recreation clubs, community groups and service groups are invited to hold a stall to promote their services to the community. This event provides an opportunity to connect with an audience who may not otherwise access these services.

7.9 Buddy Program

The City of Salisbury has operated a successful buddy program linking community members with new arrivals from foreign countries. This has been a highly effective program encouraging acceptance and understanding across cultures.

7.10 Recreation Clubs

Partnerships with recreation clubs are part of Council’s everyday business, given that many clubs are housed and operate from within Council owned building and facilities. At Salisbury, partnerships are made to assist in developing programs and initiatives which link the clubs with the community. An example includes the Cross Keys BMX Club’s successful securing of the international BMX race and the partnership arrangement between the club and Council. Other such events have been formed in this way including the hosting of the SA Variety Bash start line in August, the Skate Park international event and Youth Week programs.

7.11 Port Power Partnership

As a first for Local Government, a community partnership has been formed with football team Port Power. Established on the basis of community interaction, the partnership forms an agreement from the football club to maintain a number of appearances, football clinics and training games in the north. As an example of the capacity of the region, this partnership is a unique way to build pride amongst its local people.

8. Environmental Protection

The City of Salisbury has recently completed the development of two key policy directions - the ‘City Landscape Plan’ and ‘The Game Plan’, which incorporate issues such as species selection, sustainable water use and maintenance, conserving remnant vegetation corridors and biodiversity areas, as well as rationalisation of open space and recreation areas.

Through both active participation and providing support to programs such as the Urban Forest Biodiversity Program, Council can act in partnerships with not only the community, but also other levels of Government to increase and link biodiversity corridors over private and public lands.

8.1 Parks and Landscapes

The urbanisation of Salisbury developed rapidly during the post-war years with little regard for urban amenities or facilities. The original eucalyptus grassy woodland reticule native vegetation has almost been totally cleared with only pockets of remnant vegetation surviving in the hills and gullies and other areas unsuitable for agriculture or urban development. Over the past two decades we have progressively transformed the landscape of the City through creating parklands, tree-lined streets and roads, linear parks and reserves, ponds and wetlands and a network of outdoor recreational facilities. Natural landscape features have been enhanced, extensive afforestation carried out and stormwater has been harvested in a system of swales, natural waterways and wetlands.

8.2 Promotion of Significant Sites

Little Para is the location of the old Holden site behind the Old Spot Hotel. The remains of old buildings are still located on these properties.

8.3 Little Para Estuary

An estuarine environment the Little Para Estuary is a beautiful local landscape. A program is currently underway to perform broad-scale direct seeding of vegetation in coordination with intense hydrological monitoring.

8.4 St Kilda Mangrove Trail

The historic seaside town of St Kilda has been a popular destination since the days of the first settlers, when local families would spend the day crabbing, paddling and enjoying the sea air. St Kilda is a place where the natural elements are still very much intact. Home to more than 100 species of birds, St Kilda boasts the largest mangrove estuary and most significant nursery for recreational and commercial fish species in Gulf St Vincent.

8.5 Natural Habitat for Birds and Other Wildlife

Throughout Salisbury’s wetlands, birds and other wildlife thrive. The Watershed Sustainability Centre offers a wonderful pelican landing which local pelicans visit daily.

8.6 Drying of Wetlands

The natural drying times of wetlands is utilised as an opportunity for culling carp numbers and managing natural processes.

8.7 Barker Inlet Port Estuary Committee (BIPEC)

BIPEC was formed as a key outcome of the Barker Inlet Summit, Barker Inlet Living on the Edge, held by the City of Salisbury in March 1999. The purpose of the summit was to draw attention to the multitude of environmental issues affecting the estuary, and to canvass expert views on strategies for their resolution. BIPEC is armed with conserving the natural protection of the Barker Inlet and wetland.

8.8 Cobbler Creek Erosion Program

This location features 15 - 20 metre high cliff faces. A project is planned to achieve embankment stability through the replanting of natives and erosion remediation works that involves laying back the eroded riverbanks and revegetation, improving safety and adding biodiversity value.

8.9 Hydrological Monitoring of Little Para Estuary Levy Banks

To ensure protection and flooding of the samphire association area, Council installed a large levy bank to restore flow into an area which was being starved of water. Includes revegetation of the levy banks.

8.10 Waterwatch

Waterwatch educates the community on local natural resource management issues and involves members of the community in water monitoring. Water monitoring aims to identify areas that require environmental protection works. Biological monitoring (of aquatic macroinvertebrates and fish) also helps to identify aquatic species that are locally threatened and therefore require action to protect them.
9. Young Legends (Individual)

Christina Garnaut-Jager
Year 5 student, Salisbury Downs Primary School

“I love the environment.” With sentiments such as this, it is an inspiration to all generations to take part in preserving the environment and minimising the impact of daily life. Young Christina is a Year 5 Salisbury Downs Primary School student, dedicated to the environment.

“We recycle, we’re careful. We try to conserve water, we take our bath water out to the garden. We don’t use lights in the day, we just roll up the blinds to let the sunlight in, and we try to minimise the use of electricity. 

“Now that the weather is colder, we turn on the heater and then turn it off once the room is warm. When we wash the car, we do it on the lawn. When we change the fish tank we put the water on the pot plants. At night we’re asleep anyway, so we don’t need lights.”

Young Christina has been learning about ways that she and her family can minimise their carbon footprint. In her home of five, mum, nan and her brothers and sisters all contribute to ensuring the right thing is done. “We walk instead of using the car, we walk to school and the shops, which are all within 2 kilometres distance. If we have to use the car, we go to the train station and use public transport and we all get in the car so we carpool.

“In my family, there are five people. Three kids, mum and Nan. Nan does her part too. She checks if taps are dripping and we all minimise our shower times,” she said.

Christina laughed when she told Council that they had lots of bins around the house. “A couple for recycling, a couple for plastic and bottles. We put all paper and cardboard in one and we recycle our green waste as well.”

Christina is said to have accelerated learning and is a true inspiration to others in her same year level. She told Council how her Nanna was from Greece, though she also had French blood. “We have royal blood. Eight generations ago one of our grandfathers was a Duke and fled during the Bastille days.” 

A very interesting young lady, Christina said she tries not to give her friends a hard time but does tell them they should try a bit harder when not recycling as much as they could.

Salisbury Downs Primary School is an advocate of the Waterwatch program and school teacher Paul Hunter, continues to take his classes to the Watershed Sustainability Centre to engage students with real-life hands on experience with water education. Christina continues her interest in the Waterwatch program and loves learning about the little water bugs that keep our waterways healthy.

Contact:T: (08) 8283 2875  E: sonjagarnaut@hotmail.com
