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Entry Keep Australia Beautiful – 2008 Australian Sustainable Cities Awards
Category – Environmental Innovation

Applicant – Alice Springs Town Council on behalf of Alice Solar City Consortium

Project description
Alice Solar City (ASC) is helping to change the way the Alice Springs community thinks about and uses energy.  Part of the Australian Government’s Solar Cities program, ASC is a partnership that involves all levels of Government, the private sector and the local community.  ASC is managed by a consortium of organisations made up of Alice Springs Town Council (as lead proponent); Northern Territory Government; Power and Water Corporation; Desert Knowledge CRC; Arid Lands Environment Centre; Tangentyere Town Council (the local indigenous community council) and NT Chamber of Commerce.  The aim of the ASC Project is to show how technology, behaviour change and new approaches to electricity pricing can combine to provide a sustainable energy future in urban locations throughout Australia.  
The ASC Project provides tailored advice on energy efficiency and solar energy to the domestic and commercial sectors in Alice Springs.  Supporting this personalised advice are subsidies on a range of energy efficient and solar energy technologies that are appropriate for the Alice Springs climate as well as other innovative incentive packages.  To ensure that a water efficiency message is also delivered to participants, ASC has partnered with local organisation COOLMob, who carry out water audits for householders.  Further information on the project can be found at www.alicesolarcity.com.au.
The $37 million ASC project has received strong community and business support since its launch in March 2008.  The launch attracted over 500 people (see picture 1); and since then more than 350 households have joined the program, meaning ASC is well on the way to exceeding the 5 year goal of 1500 households.  Take up of energy saving measures has been strong, with solar photovoltaics and solar hot water proving to be very popular, building on Alice Springs’ existing 50% use of solar hot water for domestic water heating (see picture 2).  ASC’s focal point, the Smart Living Centre (which is open 6 days / week) is where Alice Springs residents and business owners start their journey to becoming Energy Champions.  Filled with information and displays, this has been very well received by the local community (see picture 3). 
Complementing the residential and commercial programs will be 4 large scale, iconic solar energy projects in and around Alice Springs.  These highly visible projects will utilise a range of cutting edge technologies (see picture 4) and will play a critical role in our strategy of making Alice Springs a national and international showcase for sustainable living and the use of renewable energy.
Summary

Through its innovative community engagement approach, the Alice Solar City Project is creating a community conscious of its unique environment and precious natural resources, empowered to make informed and intelligent use of energy.  The tailored approach, unique incentives and cutting edge energy technology that are the cornerstones of the Alice Solar City project will make Alice Springs a model for others to follow.
















































