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Media Release

Litter volume up and shopping centres the worst locations
The Keep Australia Beautiful National Litter Index released today show that despite increased efforts there is still more that Territorians need to do in a bid to significantly reduce litter in the Northern Territory and throughout Australia. 

Findings from the 2007/08 surveys show that the overall average number of items, known as the dirty dozen and include items such as cigarette butts, plastic, metal and paper had decreased from 64 items in 2006/07 to 60 in 2007/08, however the overall volume of rubbish was slightly higher than previous years.   
Cigarette butts were the most frequently identified litter item whilst illegal dumping and unidentified plastic objects were significant contributors to the volume of rubbish in the NT, with shopping centres, beaches and car parks the most highly littered areas.
Keep Australia Beautiful NT Chief Executive Officer Heimo Schober said they are continuing to promote litter reduction through the Territory Tidy Towns Awards, the National Litter Index and a host of other programs. 

“Industry body and Keep Australia Beautiful NT principal sponsor, the Packaging Stewardship Forum (PSF) of the Australian Food and Grocery Council have developed the Clean Up Book, a guide for litter reduction and recycling in remote and indigenous communities,” Mr Schober said. 
“To date community cleanups have been undertaken by 14 communities, including the Wadeye and Kalano communities, who have made fantastic improvements in dealing with their litter by involving local schools, clubs and residences in clean up activities and starting local recycling programs.  

“Keep Australia Beautiful is a key project partner and is funded by the PSF to deliver the program to remote communities throughout the Territory, we’re delighted that the project has so far engaged nearly 12 per cent of the population and is growing in popularity.”

Mr Schober said Keep Australia Beautiful NT and the Northern Territory Government Department of Natural Resources, Environment and The Arts (NRETA) will continue working together with local industry, businesses and the community to further improve litter and waste management.  

“Keep Australia Beautiful welcomes NRETA’s ongoing support through programs such as the EnvironmeNT grants, and NRETA has provided funding to Keep Australia Beautiful since 2006 to collect baseline data on litter in the Northern Territory,” Mr Schober said.
“NRETA recognises the need to strategically approach litter and waste management in the Northern Territory and findings from this report will assist future decision making for targeted waste management. 
“One of the key initiatives by Keep Australian Beautiful NT and NRETA is the ‘2007 Re-thinking Waste Disposal Behaviour and Resource Efficiency Interim Action Plan’ which has identified the key areas requiring investment and action.
“These include education programs targeting community and schools, regional development projects to build local and regional capacity and industry development projects to promote engagement in product stewardship, waste minimisation and resource efficiency.

“Additionally the Re-thinking Waste in Schools Challenge is proving successful in tackling innovative recycling and litter abatement ideas with more than 25 schools across the Territory participating, and a new series of public service announcements addressing recycling and contamination to commence in the coming weeks.”   

The National Litter Index is Australia’s only national, annual, quantitative measure of litter and is provided as a public document to assist all levels of government, industry and community in improving litter reduction. 
For more information on the results from the Keep Australia Beautiful National Litter Index go to www.kab.org.au. 
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