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15th August 2008
SUSTAINABLE CITIES AWARDS ANNOUNCED 

City of Sydney Council Wins Overall Sustainable Council Award
City of Sydney Council was announced the 2008 Overall Council Winner of the Keep Australia Beautiful NSW Sustainable Cities Awards at an awards dinner, held last night at Randwick Royal Racecourse. City of Sydney Council was also awarded Highly Commended for the Grundfos Water Conservation Award.
The popularly contested Keep Australia Beautiful NSW Sustainable Cities Program recognises the top environmental initiatives of metropolitan councils, schools, individuals, businesses and community groups from Sydney, Newcastle, the Blue Mountains, Central Coast and Wollongong. Each of the winning environmental projects have enhanced the standard of living and quality of life for urban communities in NSW.
“City of Sydney’s culmination of high quality environmental outcomes initiated by projects seeded over the past 5 years makes City of Sydney the Winner of the 2008 Overall Sustainable Council Award!”, Peter McLean Chief Executive Officer of Keep Australia Beautiful NSW said.
The City of Sydney Council is at the cutting edge of innovation tackling the full range of issues that are confronting their Local Government Area. City of Sydney takes in the commercial, financial and cultural hub of greater Sydney and demonstrates leadership through their innovative Sustainable Sydney 2030 program which has made the City of Sydney Council completely carbon neutral since June 2008, making it the first carbon neutral council in Australia.
As environmental managers of Australia's premier city, the City of Sydney is increasingly aware of our stewardship position and key role in the push for greater community-wide sustainability. Our Sustainable Sydney 2030 initiative includes ten strategic directions and hundreds of small steps that will transform Sydney to the green, global connected city of the 2030 vision
Complementing the strategy, Council’s Environmental Management Plan has ambitious reduction targets with linked actions to achieve them. Some of the environmental achievements from the past twelve months include holding more than 30 community and business forums, round table discussions, and City talks about Sustainable Sydney 2030, exhibiting the draft plan at a 2030 exhibition with guided tours at Customs House, visited so far by 131,898 fund and continuing to support the Watershed shopfront which has held 96 Urban Sustainability Workshops with 1120 participants over the year, Bagbusters and Butt Litter/Butt Blitz campaigns and a volunteer education programme.
“These strategic plans are changing how we go about our business and setting benchmarks for sustainability across all our portfolios, providing a road map for now and into the future.” Kate Read, Environmental Development Officer at The City of Sydney Council said. 
The City of Sydney Council was also awarded Highly Commended for the Grundfos Water Conservation Award at the Sustainable Cities Awards Dinner last night. The Council’s Environmental Management Plan includes a zero increase in mains water and 25% of water to be recycled by 2015. 
“Sydney Council’s successes reducing reliance on potable water, coupled with investment in educating the community, are positioning them as a Local Government environmental leader within and beyond their local community. These targets are driving behavioural change, new approaches to projects and significant water savings.” Peter McLean said.

 “I congratulate City of Sydney Council for caring for their local environment and showing innovation to ensure a sustainable future.  Like all Councils, Sydney must provide services in the main areas of essential infrastructure, waste management and pollution reduction and health, childcare and youth services but many of Sydney’s most effective sustainable programs also involve the whole community and clearly illustrate that when councils and residents work together, they can achieve outstanding results.”
Council’s targets, its partnerships with groups and residents and its holistic approach to achieving a sustainable council ensure that City of Sydney Council’s commitment to the community is genuine and lasting and shows strong determination to deliver a long-term sustainable urban environment”, Peter McLean said.

In addition to the Overall Sustainable Council Award, the Sustainable Cities Program presents awards in the following categories:

· Department of Environment & Climate Change NSW Environmental Education Award

· Grundfos Water Conservation Award

· Alcoa Western Sydney Environmental Volunteers Award

· Landcom Sustainable Communities Award
· Packaging Stewardship Forum Waste Management Award

· ClubsNSW Sustainable Clubs Award

· Heritage Branch Council Heritage Award

· Remondis Waste Solutions Metropolitan Schools Environment Award

· Biodiversity Conservation Award 
For further media information or event photos please contact: Elizabeth Jarrett, Communications Coordinator at Keep Australia Beautiful NSW on 02 9633 3380. 

For media comment please contact 

Peter McLean, Chief Executive Officer of Keep Australia Beautiful NSW m 0416 227 158.

Editors’ Notes: 

For a full list of Keep Australia Beautiful NSW 2008 Sustainable Cities Awards also recognise the efforts of many local councils, schools and community groups. The following list contains all other award recipients:

	Overall Sustainable Council Award

	Winner
	City of Sydney Council

	Runner Up
	Blacktown City Council

	Highly Commended
	Ku-ring-gai Council

	Landcom Sustainable Community Award

	Winner
	Western Sydney Cycling Network

	Runner Up
	Sutherland Residents of Green Street

	Highly Commended
	Bidwell Community Garden 

	Department of Environment and Climate Change NSW Environmental Education Award

	Winner 
	Blacktown City Council 

	Runner Up 
	Willoughby City Council

	Highly Commended 
	Canterbury City Council

	 Alcoa Western Sydney Environmental Volunteers Award

	Winner
	Margaret Smith, Pendle Hill Bushcare

	Runner Up 
	Lenor Wilbow, Wires, Hawkesbury

	Highly Commended 
	Ray Donaldson, Edmund Rice Community Nursery

	ClubsNSW Sustainable Clubs Award

	Winner 
	Port Kembla Golf Club

	Runner Up 
	Long Reef Golf Club (Collaroy)

	Highly Commended 
	Mounties (Fairfield)

	Packaging Stewardship Forum Waste Management Award

	Winner 
	Hurstville Kogarah and Rockdale Councils

	Runner Up 
	Baulkham Hills Shire Council

	Highly Commended 
	Planet Press (Bankstown)

	Remondis Waste Solutions Metropolitan Schools Environment Award

	Winner 
	Narrabeen North Public School

	Runner Up 
	Wyong Creek Public School

	Highly Commended 
	Ermington Public School

	Heritage Branch Council Heritage Award

	Winner 
	Hornsby Shire Council

	Runner Up 
	Parramatta City Council

	Highly Commended
	Newcastle City Council

	Highly Commended
	Botany Bay City Council

	Grundfos Water Conservation Award
	 

	Winner
	Randwick City Council

	Runner Up 
	City of Canada Bay Council

	Highly Commended 
	City of Sydney Council

	Biodiversity Conservation Award
	 

	Winner 
	Strathfield Municipal Council

	Runner Up 
	City of Canada Bay Council

	Highly Commended
	Randwick City Council

	Highly Commended
	North Sydney Council


The generosity of our sponsors enables the work of Keep Australia Beautiful NSW to continue.  Any acknowledgement of this support would be greatly appreciated.

PAGE  
1

