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Concerted effort needed by all West Australians to tidy up their litter

Keep Australia Beautiful National Association has urged all Western Australians to join the fight against litter following the release today of the latest National Litter Index.

The index measures what litter is found where, and in what numbers and volumes, based on field work undertaken in November and May each year at the same 983 sites.  

The Keep Australia Beautiful National Association Chair, Don Chambers, said the report reveals an overall increase in litter in WA and indicates that the State has the highest figures in Australia in both items counted and volume of litter per 1000m2.

"The statistics show that WA’s littering habits are not improving, they're getting worse and they're the worst in the country," Mr Chambers said.

"We have the ability to turn these figures around so it's not all doom and gloom.  The National Litter Index is really about creating awareness and letting people know what we are doing to reduce litter and what they can do to help."

The Keep Australia Beautiful National Litter Index is funded by Australian, State and Territory Governments and aims to assist governments, businesses and community organisations in the development of policies and programs to reduce litter.

"I encourage each and every Western Australian to support Keep Australia Beautiful in litter prevention and reduction by first being aware of littering habits and then making an effort to stop littering altogether," Mr Chambers said.

"People can help out by becoming a WA Litter Reporter or by entering the Tidy Towns, Sustainable Cities or Clean Beaches Awards.

"These initiatives acknowledge residents of country towns, city suburbs, beach areas and some businesses for their efforts to keep their surroundings beautiful and they inspire others to do the same.

"It's much more effective to prevent litter than to have to clean it up and collectively we can put a stop to it and save ourselves the extra effort."
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Littering trends,  Keep Australia Beautiful National Litter Index

Full details at www.kab.org.au/nli
	
	Items per 1,000m2
	Volume (litres) per 1,000m2

	
	05/ 06
	06/ 07
	07/08
	05/ 06
	06/ 07
	07/08

	NATIONAL
	70
	74
	68
	8.86
	9.68
	8.58

	WA
	60
	83
	85
	8.57
	12.19
	13.06


About Litter Research
The National Litter Index is Australia’s only national, annual, quantitative measure of litter.  It is based on field work in November and May each year at the same 983 sites.  It measures what litter is found where and in what numbers and volumes.  The 0708 report is being released in August 2008.  The National Litter Index is currently funded by Australian, State and Territory Governments.  Industry funds would be welcome to assist with future reports.

The Branded Litter Study is an extension of the National Litter Index and measures the brands and companies associated with litter counted during the National Litter Index.  The first report, for 0708, will be released in September 2008.  Future reports are proposed to be funded by a combination of government and industry support.

The Neighbourhood Litter Count is based on the National Litter Index methodology and can be used by local organisations wishing to compare their neighbourhood with the state and national averages.

Details of all three can be found at www.kab.org.au

About Keep Australia Beautiful

The Keep Australia Beautiful Network has been encouraging people all around Australia to care for their local environment since 1968.  Its awards programs such as Tidy Towns, Sustainable Cities and Clean Beaches target litter, recycling, packaging waste and graffiti.  Local participants are recognised for their achievements in helping to create sustainable communities.   

The National Litter Index reports on litter by type, by location and by volume.   

Keep Australia Beautiful Week coincides with the first week of spring and is a time for all Australians to think about how they can contribute to the Keep Australia Beautiful mission of ‘positive environmental change through individual actions’. 

These are just some of the activities that involve up to 3 million Australians each year.

Details at www.kab.org.au

