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13 August 2008
MEDIA RELEASE

VICTORIA LEADS AUSTRALIA IN LITTER REDUCTION
The Keep Australia Beautiful National Litter Index released today shows a substantial decline in the number of litter items across sites surveyed in Victoria.

The number of items per 1,000 m² was down to 48 compared to a national average of 68 while the volume of litter declined to 4.19 litres per 1,000 m² compared to a national average of 8.58 litres.

The figures represent a marked improvement on previous results which had seen Victoria slightly ahead of the national average when it came to the number of items in the litter stream over the past two years and only just below the national average when it came to volume.
According to Keep Australia Beautiful Victoria’s Wendy Jones, the result is a very pleasing one for Victoria and comes on the back of a number of initiatives by all levels of government, industry and the community in Victoria.
“There is no doubt that over the past year initiatives such as the Victorian Government’s ‘Don’t Be a Tosser’ campaign focusing on cigarette butt litter following the smoking ban in pubs and clubs and EPA’s Litter Report Line are having an impact in Victoria” Jones said.

“Combine these with the activities of local councils and Regional Waste Management groups who are working to help combat the litter problem, practical local solutions through our own programs such as Tidy Towns, Sustainable Cities, Clean Beaches and Adopt A Roadside and the Packaging Stewardship Forum’s ‘Do the Right Thing’ initiatives and you begin to develop a powerful suite of tools to bring about behaviour change when it comes to littering” Jones commented.
A decreasing trend in the number of litter items across all sites, except highways that showed a slight increase, was evident and was particularly strong within retail sites and industrial locations while beaches, car parks, recreational parks and shopping centres also showed pleasing decline in the number of items recorded per 1000msq².
But the news, while generally good, is still not any reason for complacency Jones said with the National Litter Index also identifying that industrial sites remain the most littered sites in Victoria in terms of both the largest volume of litter and largest number of litter items recorded, while retail sites were associated with large numbers of items even though they accounted for only a small estimated volume of litter per 1,000 m².
When it comes to the most frequently littered item, cigarette butts yet again topped the list with 28 butts recorded on average per 1,000m², pleasingly down from 41 butts in 2006/07 but still representing 57.9% of all litter items recorded in Victoria followed by paper & paperboard and plastic items featuring in terms of both number of items and volume but also down on previous results.
The National Litter Index, funded by the Australian, State and Territory Governments, is Australia’s only annual, quantitative measure of what litter is found where, in what numbers and volumes and is based on field work conducted in November and May each year at the same 983 sites.

The first Branded Litter Study, an extension of the National Litter Index that measures the brands and companies associated with litter counted during the National Litter Index is due for release in September 2008.  

Ends

Wendy Jones – CEO Keep Australia Beautiful Victoria is available for  further media comment or interview on  (03) 9484 2399 or 0418 172 400.
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