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Dick Olesinski 

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome to the workshop presentation of the 2008 Australian Tidy Towns Awards.  I have met many of you but for those who don’t know me I am Dick Olesinski, the National Tidy Towns Judge.

Special welcome to our finalists and it is nice to see some familiar faces.  It is also great to see that the Keep Australia Beautiful Board and Staff are here as well.

We have three presenters, then morning tea, our final presenter and then a walk through of the displays followed by a light lunch.  Each presenter has around half an hour for their topic including question time.  We have past national Tidy Towns winners from Swansea in Tasmania and from Forbes in New South Wales.  We have an industry representative from Australia and a an academic presenter from the United Kingdom.  

I am sure that you will make them all welcome and that we will have a stimulating discussion on topics relevant to Tidy Towns and to the sustainability of local communities.  

(first speaker)

Before introducing our first speaker we have a brief video to set the scene

(play Swansea video, 4 min)

To tell us more about what has happened in Swansea in the year since they were awarded the title of Australia’s Tidiest Town please welcome Kyrle Hodson from the Swansea Tidy Towns Committee.

(second speaker)

Tidy Towns is about more than litter but we still need to be very aware of packaging litter and recycling.  To tell us more about product stewardship from an industry perspective please welcome Jenny Pickles from the Packaging Stewardship Forum. 
The Packaging Stewardship Forum was established in May 2006 as a forum of the Australian Food and Grocery Council.  Its focus is on providing cost-effective resource recovery and litter reduction solutions that deliver real and measurable outcomes.  

The Packaging Stewardship Forum is the largest single source of funds for the Keep Australia Beautiful Network and in 0708 is providing support to all members of the network.
Please welcome Jenny Pickles

(third speaker)
Before introducing our first speaker we have a brief video to set the scene

(play Forbes video, 4 min)

Di Decker is a long time resident of Forbes, a past councilor and a very active member of the Tidy Towns Committee for many years including 1992 when Forbes won the Australian Tidy Towns Awards presented by Sir Ninian Stephen at the Sydney Opera House.  Di is also a board member of Keep Australia Beautiful New South Wales.  She has a particular interest in the role of local government in Tidy Towns.
Please welcome Di Decker

(morning tea)

(fourth speaker)

Professor Cathy Parker AIPM, Development Director, Institute of Place Management

Cathy was one of the researchers behind some research entitled 

‘How (and Where) the Mighty Have Fallen: Branded Litter’ which looked at the impact on brand image from having packaging as part of the litter stream.  

That research was picked up by Keep Australia Beautiful in Australia and was part of the impetus behind the Branded Litter Study which is an extension of the National Litter Index.  The Branded Litter Study has undergone two pilot studies and the first full year of results will be released later this year.

I look forward to hearing more about branded litter and also perhaps learning more about the Institute of Place Management.
We are very fortunate that Cathy happened to be holidaying in Tasmania and has interrupted her holiday to be with us today.  Please welcome Professor Cathy Parker.

(final question and answer)

Please join me in thanking each of our speakers.

-Kyrle Hodson from Swansea Tidy Towns

-Jenny Pickles, General Manager of the Packaging Stewardship Forum

-Di Decker from Forbes Tidy Towns and a board member of Keep Australia Beautiful New South Wales

-Professor Cathy Parker AIPM, Development Director, Institute of Place Management

Kyrle Hodson Speech

Before I talk to you about our year it is best if I describe Swansea to you.

Swansea sits on the edge of Great Oyster Bay and we look out to the crags and peaks of the Hazards which are part of the Freycinet National park.

We are a town of only 500 people. We are half way up and half way down the East Coast 134 kms from Tasmania’s capital Hobart and 133 kms from our oldest northern city Launceston.

We are neither Arthur nor Martha. If there is a northern holiday some take it, others take the southern holiday. Some take both. Half the town take the southern newspaper and half the northern.

Strangely we favour northern beer on tap, Boags beer.

We are a tourist town. We are not a fishing port. Great Oyster Bay is very shallow and an occasional low tide will see you ½ a kilometre out and still only waist deep. We do however have two launching ramps for recreational fishing enthusiasts and both are well used.

You can worship in three places and be buried in two places.

We have a golf club, a bowls club, a football club, a tennis club and a cricket club, all with wonderful views. In all, Swansea has some 55 organisations. Our Historical Society has nearly 70 members. You can buy a drink in 11 different spots and eat at eight from the Pier Café, to ‘The Banc’ run by Kerry Packer’s ex chef, John T. Bailey. We have vineyards and wineries to our north and south. The largest walnut plantation in the southern hemisphere and lots of fine wool merino sheep.

That’s us. Now the year.

Initially our win attracted unprecedented attention. Sunday saw the arrival of our Southern newspaper. Elizabeth and I missed it. We were coming back from Ballarat but our residents celebrated for us. There was great excitement all over town. Also on Sunday and Monday, a team from channel 10’s ‘David and Kim’ came to town and put together a film shoot on our win. One Real Estate Agent reported enquiries from Western Australia.

Win T.V. Channel 9 also did a film shoot and this was shown on the ‘Susie Show nation wide.

We featured on a number of local radio stations with comments and interviews.

Our Council, G.S.B., organised a celebration in our Town Hall which saw half our population attend plus politicians and visitors and some V.I.P.s. The Premier sent money to shout Elizabeth and I lunch.

The year has seen a Real Estate boom, both land and houses particularly from an influx of sea-changers and retirees.

A major event has been the recent opening of the Bendigo bank. We haven’t had a bank in over a decade. Over $1 ¼ million in pledges is more than any other Bendigo Bank Branch in Australia.

Under construction is a major bottle shop, wine bar and café owned by one of our prominent vineyard owners.

Our newsagent, in an historic building, is commencing remodelling to increase the size of the newsagency, incorporate the Post Office and an Arts Centre…. all this by the developer of our renowned Bark Mill.

Our hospital May Shaw has just completed a multimillion-dollar development: more elderly persons and retirees units, improved doctors accommodation, a superb spa, recreation rooms and gardens. Our surgery has 3 GPs. 

We have a new jetty which cost a ¼ of a million and is made from 1 million re-cycled plastic milk bottles.

If they only put beer in plastic bottle we reckon we could span Great Oyster Bay in nine months.

One of our 2 caravan parks has put in 16 units and is still turning people away.

The Premier of Tasmania allocated $110,000.00 for a street scape/seascape proposal. We got the funding and spent it on clearly defined parking, additional boat and trailer parking, landscaping and planting and a boardwalk over looking Jubilee Beach.

Swansea Tidy Towns itself received a small equipments grant of $2,500.00. This enabled us to buy a big brush cutter, a chain saw, loppers, secateurs, folding saws and protective clothing to enable us to continue our environmental work on weed control, particularly gorse and box thorn.

Swansea Tidy Towns also received a Tasmanian Community Fund Grant of $36,000.00 for outdoor adult gymnasium equipment at the Duck Park on the Esplanade. This was installed prior to Christmas and is in constant use by both locals and visitors.

Our primary school achieved a grant of $25,000.00 through a cooperative effort of our GSBC NRM Officer, Tidy Towns and the school to address the waste of water caused by ancient and inefficient toilet infrastructure. A subsequent grant of $5,000.00 from the federal government (2007) added to the base funds provided for two water tanks and a further grant from the Open Garden Scheme has provided for the development of a drought tolerant garden, frog pond and enhanced children’s recreational garden. The result is the saving of thousands of litres of water each year and facilities that remind children of the need to save water and care for the environment. In a town with such a small population of children such as ours, these achievements were only possible because we worked together. It was a cooperative effort.

All our tourism operators have had a record year from 15% to 25% above the norm. All are looking forward to a wet, cold and windy month in winter where the only activity is putting a log on the fire and downing a red.

Swansea Tidy Towns continues its partnership with G.S.B.C. especially through the NRM program, Parks and Wild Life, the school, the Swansea Development Group and the Swansea Chamber of Commerce and Tourism.

We have had a good year.

